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Presidential Politics:  
America’s Historical Moment

History in the Making 
The day is nearing when Americans from across 

the country will go to the polls to vote for the new 
U .S . President . This has been a race that has been 
fraught with charges and counter charges from 
both sides about why the other is not suited to lead . 
Frontrunner Sen . Barack Obama charges that a 
John McCain presidency would be another four 
years of policies of  President George W . Bush, 
whose approval rating has sank to an all-time low 
with only a little over a quarter of Americans feel-
ing he is doing a good job . So, Obama has been 

hammering his message that McCain does not in 
any way represent change . At the same time, the 
McCain campaign has charged that in addition 
to lacking experience, Barack Obama is a typical 
tax and spend liberal who, if elected, may lead this 
country into the abyss of socialism and have gov-
ernment involved in too many facets of American 
life .

Americans from all walks of life are weighing in 
on this historical election . History is going to be 
made regardless of who wins on Nov . 4 . This coun-
try will have a President who will either be the first 

African-American, the oldest person ever elected to 
a first term of a U .S . Presidency, or the first female 
Vice-President .

Change Is the Name of the Game
The call for change has reached an ominous 

roar as the last eight years have left the American 
people desiring for someone else to lead the coun-
try in a new direction both foreign and domestic . 

“I feel the country is in dire straits, and the status 
quo is not working for the American people,” said 
Michele Woods, who has been an adjunct professor 

by Edwin Buggage

Photos by Victor Holt
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of political science and constitutional law . 
Continuing she said, “I think Obama has 
energized the electorate and gotten people 
excited about this election, where you have 
people like filmmaker Tyler Perry saying 
he is voting for the first time .” 

Sandra Monroe has spent nearly four de-
cades in the field of education and has lived 

through segregation . Monroe said at first 
she was not enthusiastic about Obama, but 
as he began to talk about what he would do 
as President, his message resonated with 
her . 

“I think in this election he has brought 
people under one umbrella in a way that 
others have not been able to do, and shown 
people that they can actually make a differ-
ence with their vote,” said Monroe . “What 
he has done in my mind as far as getting 
young people involved in politics is some-
thing I [haven’t] seen since the 1960s .”

Race Takes Center Stage
The thorny issue of race came to the 

forefront as Obama has become a serious 
contender for the White House . Through-
out this election thinly veiled attempts to 
pander to those who hold anti-black feel-
ings have been attempted by the McCain 
campaign, as well as an effort to portray 
Obama as somehow anti-American .

“I feel some people have problems with 
Obama’s race, but I think that the success 
of his candidacy is the fulfillment of what 
Dr . Martin Luther King talked about when 
he said that people should not be judged by 
the color of their skin but by the content of 
their character,” said Monroe . 

The ascendancy of Obama has chal-
lenged the ideas of race as Americans have 
known it and has moved the conversation to 
a very different place as the country adapts 
to its role in a world that has become much 
more global . 

“I think that what has happened in the 
case of Obama and his success is that he 
has killed stereotypes and everything we 

believed in regards to race in this country,” 
said Nancy Hampton, a librarian at Xavier 
University . Talking about its long term im-
pact and how it will affect future genera-
tions Hampton said, “I think Black kids will 
see this and be inspired and believe they 
can become and achieve what was unthink-
able during my parents’ generation .”

Joe Ricks, Jr ., Ph .D . is an African-Ameri-
can Republican who said he feels as though 
Obama’s policy positions are counter pro-
ductive to fostering growth and that an 
Obama presidency will not produce any 
changes in the arena of public policy . But 
he also said he feels Obama’s rise has had 
a psychological effect on some blacks, but 
thinks it’s more psychological than sub-
stantive . 

“I don’t think his presidency will get 
anybody a job . It may not have an effect on 
issues like teen pregnancy, crime, or mas-
sive unemployment, but it may make some 
who have felt locked out [feel] like [they] 
are part of the system .” Ricks also pointed 
out that Obama’s rise is part of a larger cul-
tural phenomenon as many African-Ameri-
cans have moved to the upper echelons of 
American life and excelled in various fields 
of endeavor in both the private and public 
sectors .

The Right to Vote
Once upon a time in America the right 

to vote was not extended to many of its 
citizens, whether it was African-Americans, 
women, immigrants, or non-land owning 
white males, suffrage has been an issue 
throughout American history . In the 2000 
Presidential election, voting irregularities 
once again reared their ugly heads as the 
vote was taken out of the hands of the voter 
and given to the Supreme Court . 

Voting in this country compared to other 
nations that have universal suffrage is dis-
mal at best . In a country that posits itself as 
a bastion of liberty and example of democ-
racy for the world, only a little over half of 

citizens eligible exercise their right to vote . 
In the 1996 re-election campaign where Bill 
Clinton defeated Sen . Bob Dole, 49% of eli-
gible voters cast a ballot .  

The 2008 Presidential election has the 
feel of a sporting event where both cam-
paigns are drawing large crowds; Obama 
with his message of hope and McCain and 
Sarah Palin,who have excited the Republi-
can base and been a curiosity to both the 
media and public at large, making an im-
pact on popular culture around the globe . 
Early voting is at record highs as people 
are waiting for hours to cast their ballots . 

“I am excited . I have been waiting seven 
years and I feel good to have a say and voice 
in who our leader will be with my vote,” said 
Tanya Linnegar, a white South African who 
will be voting in her first U .S . Presidential 
Election . “I am more of a Libertarian, but I 
like Obama because he is inspirational in 
his message where he is trying to bring all 
people together . I think his campaign has 
been more inclusive .”

With the recent criticism of ACORN and 
fraudulent voter registration by the Mc-
Cain campaign, the country may be in for 
a challenge to the results of this election, 
resembling a repeat of the 2000 election . 
Woods said she feels that is a possibility, 
but not likely because the country needs to 
regain international credibility and such a 

distraction would get in the way of moving 
the country forward .

The 2008 Presidential campaign is his-
torical for many who lived through the 
dreaded days of Jim Crow when the stars 
and stripes was an empty symbol for many 
Americans . Monroe said she remembers 
a time when African-Americans could not 
vote . 

“I think it is amazing how our country 
has transformed itself . I remember Avery 
Alexander being dragged down the steps 
of City Hall, and my first election voting for 
JFK . I never thought I would live to see a 
day where I would see something like this 
happen,” said Monroe .

The Election and Beyond: What’s 
Next?

Nov . 4, 2008 is the day the nation elects 
its new Commander-in-Chief .  What will 
the impact be for the nation and for the 
world? Whether it is Sen . John McCain or 
Sen . Barack Obama a list of challenges are 
ahead: two wars, an economy that is in bad 
shape and a host of other issues including 
crime, education, and immigration . So, it is 
important that Americans think carefully 
when selecting their next President, for he 
will help shape where the direction of this 
nation will go for many years to come, and 
what role the U .S . will play on the world 
stage .

The 2008 election has two candidates 
who are capable and able . Sen . John Mc-
Cain brings a wealth of experience on for-
eign affairs, and he comes from a tradition 
where his family has served the country 
in a noble way . He has a record of reach-
ing across the aisle and has many times 
truly been a maverick . Sen . Barack Obama 
is someone who has been called a trans-
formational figure and has put together a 
broad-based coalition of unlike individu-
als and groups around a common cause . 
He has embraced the 21st century using 
technology and raising money like nothing 
ever seen on the American political scene . 
Obama with his eloquence and star appeal 

has excited the electorate in a way that has 
not been seen since the storied days of JFK . 
He has pledged to clean up Washington 
D .C . and help more people get their piece 
of the American pie and work to repair the 
country’s image abroad . 

Americans have heard their pitches and 
on Nov . 4 the power is in their hands to vote 
for someone who can chart a new course 
for this nation . And while the impact of the 
2008 decision will not be quickly evident, 
the world will watch history in the making .
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The Time to Make A Difference is Now
Data News Weekly Endorses Candidates  

It would be funny, if it weren’t 
so deceptive, to witness the gall of 
some politicians in saying that Ba-
rack Obama and Mary Landrieu 
aren’t good for Louisiana .  The 
Republicans; aren’t they the folks 
who let us stand out in front of 
the Super Dome and drown and 
never ever gave us relief? The fact 
that it has taken this election for 
us to finally begin to get New Or-
leans and Louisiana back in place 
is not lost on me or most New Or-
leanians .  It is just really strange 
that some people have a mindset 
that no matter what happens will 
stay in place, even if it is detrimen-
tal to their own well-being, and as 
a friend of mine told me during a 
discussion, some people in North-
ern Louisiana would elect Lassie 
before they would an African 
American .  

Surely this election poses a ma-
jor charge and challenge ahead 
of us, but even though it is said 
that we will ultimately be a “red” 
state, and our votes will be cast as 
delegates for McCain/Palin, don’t 
believe it .  I have to believe in my 
heart of hearts, that the powers 
that be would like to think that 
the majority of Louisianians will 
be backwards and stupid, but 
just because they want it, doesn’t 
mean it has to be .  We have the 

profound opportunity to not only 
vote for the first African American 

President but to set a precedent, 
by showing that Louisianians are 
not backwards, closed minded or 
lazy .  

In a light of hope, CNN said 
last night, that there is no accu-
rate polling data on young voters, 
or cellphone users, which means 
that it is quite possible that we can 
prove to America that we are pro-
gressive, and we understand Ba-
rack’s message of moving to unity 
and hope .  We get it, Barack’s plan 
is a plan of strength for Louisiana 
and for America .  

It is quite possible that there 

will be a large amount of young 
middle-class whites who will vote 

for Barack Obama .  But, the only 
way their vote will count is if we 
go out and vote in full force .  So, if 
you haven’t voted yet, Make sure 
you do, because on Wednesday 
morning, the excuse that we are 
a red state anyway, or the excuse 
that Barack will be the  President 
anyway is your lack of commit-
ment to yourself, New Orleans, 
Louisiana and your country .  
Shame on You!

And if you are not feeling like 
your vote matters in the National 
Election, then consider your lo-
cal races .  Get  out and vote and 

understand on a local level the 
importance of our Congressional, 

District Attorney, and Judicial rac-
es, and tell your neighbors about 
the impact on why it is important 
to vote .

Congressman Bill Jefferson, 
even tainted with allegations, has 

experience, tenure and power on 
Capitol Hill, and he is still with 

us . He works vigorously 
to help us with Katrina, 
and unless he is not able 
to serve then we should 
send him back and utilize 
his experience to our ben-
efit .

Senator Mary Landrieu 
has been a true leader for 
African Americans and 
particularly for New Or-
leans .  We know her family 
background, from Moon, 
Mitch and from her own 
personal leadership .  We 
don’t have to ask what 
Mary will do for us, we al-
ready know, because she 
has always stood for us .  
And that is why all of her 
commercials tie her to 
Barack Obama, because 
she does the right thing 
for Louisiana . I know that 
you are not voting for 
Kennedy, but if you don’t 
vote, then you are voting 
for him .

District Attorney can-
didate former Judge Leon 
Cannizzaro has also prov-
en to be fair and honest, 
and from our interview, 
proves to have the vision 
and integrity necessary 
to run the DA’s office .  

Data’s Motto for years 
has always been “Togeth-
er we can make a dif-
ference” and that holds 
true on a daily basis but 
holds most true on Nov . 

4 .  Please don’t let your country 
down, don’t let New Orleans 
Down and most importantly, don’t 
let yourself down .  Vote and let’s 
get the most responsible people 
into office .

Data News Weekly endorses former Judge Leon Cannizzaro for Orleans Parish District Attorney

New Orleans – On Sunday, 
Oct . 26, over 400 leaders of The 
Jeremiah Group had a mission of 
seeking commitments from City, 
State, Federal and Private Sector 
officials, to create the largest and 
most comprehensive affordable 
homeownership strategy in the 
history of New Orleans . The event 
also served as a rally to celebrate 
the success of Jeremiah’s voter 
registration drive and a kick-off of 

Jeremiah’s non-partisan get-out-
the-vote campaign .

For over a year, Jeremiah lead-
ers have held house-meetings, 
conducted research, and orga-
nized voters to create a strategy 
that will transform Road Home 
properties into an asset to spur 
redevelopment and the growth 
of affordable homeownership . Al-
ready, Jeremiah has won $75 mil-
lion from the LRA for soft-second 

mortgages and a commitment 
from NORA to set aside 25-50% of 
Road Home properties for afford-
able homeownership .

The event was the capstone 
of Jeremiah’s voter registration 
drive, conducted within schools, 
colleges, festivals, community 
walks and public businesses and 
which has been applauded by the 
Jefferson Parish Registrar of Vot-
ers . Through community walks 

and registration drives in Jer-
emiah congregations, excitement 
started building for participation 
Jeremiah’s housing strategy .

“We’re proud of our victories 
so far,” said Janet Barnwell, a Jer-
emiah leader . “But we know that 
too many recovery efforts have 
money attached to them, but are 
getting stuck in bureaucracy .”

Jeremiah leaders were seeking 
aggressive timelines for the deliv-

ery of land and money by the LRA, 
transformed guidelines for the 
soft-second mortgage program 
from the Finance Authority of 
New Orleans and the creation of 
a new Alternative Mortgage Pro-
gram by Dr . Ed Blakely and local 
banks to assure working families 
have access to responsible credit .

Democracy in Action: Jeremiah Voters’ Rally Seeks to Create City’s  
Largest-Ever Affordable Homeownership Strategy

Terry B. Jones
Publisher

Senator Mary Landrieu

Congressman William Jefferson
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Urban League of Greater New Orleans Young Professionals 
teams up with EZ Parker and Dillard University to provide  

the Young Professionals University
New Orleans, LA . – In a con-

tinuing effort to engage the most 
challenged of youth, The Urban 
League of Greater New Orleans 
Young Professionals (the “Young 
Professionals”), an auxiliary of 
the Urban League of Greater New 
Orleans, is joining with partners 
EZ Parker and Dillard University, 
to implement its Young Profes-
sionals University program . The 
Young Professionals and its part-
ners, along with local civic and 
community leaders gathered to 
launch Young Professionals Uni-
versity on Thursday, Oct . 30,5:00 
p .m ., at the Urban League Head-
quarters located at 2322 Canal 
Street .

The program is a leadership 
and professional development 
program for historically under-
served, underprivileged and/
or disadvantaged high school 
students .  “Today’s typical high 
school student is ill-equipped to 

break persistent cycles of dispar-
ity,” says Jade Brown Russell, 
President of the Young Profes-
sionals . “This initiative is intend-
ed for youth who strive to break 
those cycles of disparity, make 
the transition into productive 
adulthood, and become the posi-
tive role models our communities 
so critically need .”

The purpose of this initiative 
is to fill the gaps, which exist be-
tween a student’s formal school 
education and parental guidance, 
by empowering them with the 
tools and resources they need to 
become successful .  The Young 
Professionals will utilize the input 
of its diverse membership and 
partner organizations to achieve 
this goal . The Urban League of 
Greater New Orleans, operating 
in New Orleans since 1938, is a 
non-profit, non-partisan, commu-
nity based organization dedicated 
to empowering communities and 

changing lives . Through advoca-
cy and direct service, the League 
serves upwards of 5,000 clients 
annually in education, childcare, 
business development and em-
ployment and training programs . 
The League’s founding mission to 
assist clients to become self suf-
ficient remains unchanged . The 
Urban League is a participating 
agency of the United Way for the 
Greater New Orleans area . 

The Urban League of Greater 
New Orleans Young Profession-

als, is an auxiliary of the Urban 
League of Greater New Orleans 
and is New Orleans’ young pro-
fessionals organization of choice 
for its distinctive capacity and 
commitment in providing activi-
ties that are characterized by ex-
cellence in community service, 
fundraising, and dedication to the 
renewal, development and rede-
velopment of its diverse members 
to empower communities and 
change lives through consistent 
involvement in the Urban League 

movement, which includes:  
(1) Education and Youth Empow-
erment; (2) Economic Empow-
erment; (3) Health and Quality 
of Life Empowerment; (4) Civic 
Engagement and Leadership Em-
powerment; and (5) Civil Rights 
and Racial Justice Empowerment .  

For more information on the 
Urban League Young Profession-
als, call 504 .620 .2332 or visit www .
ulgnoyp .org .

VOTE Nov. 4th!
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Election Day is 
Nov. 4!!!

Voting Hours Are From 6 a.m. to 8 p.m.
Louisiana’s elections laws provide for voting on election day at designated 
polling places from 6 a.m. to 8 p.m.

A Reminder to Voters - Take Picture ID to Polls
When you go to the polls to cast your vote in an election, be sure to take a 
driver’s license, a Louisiana Special ID, or some other generally recognized 
picture ID. Voters who have no picture ID and bring only a utility bill, payroll 
check or government document that includes their name and address will 
have to sign an affidavit furnished by the Elections Division in order to vote. 
Should any problems or questions arise, the principal office of the Registrar 
of Voters in each parish will be open from 6 a.m. until 9 p.m. on election 
day.

LED Awards $600,000 to Entrepreneurship  
and Business Training Providers

Louisiana Economic Develop-
ment (LED) in conjunction with 
Louisiana Department of Social 
Services (DSS) has allocated 
$600,000 for the Microenterprise 
Development (MED) program, 
which offers entrepreneurship 
and business training to create 
owner-operated microenterprise 
businesses in Louisiana . The 
funds were awarded to training 
service providers in Monroe, 
Shreveport, Lake Charles and 
Greater New Orleans to equip 
eligible individuals with personal 
and business development skills . 

Since 2006, training service 
providers assessed approximate-
ly 800 individuals across the state . 

In addition, 229 individuals have 
completed a business plan and, of 
those, about 90 percent went on 
to start their own microenterprise 
business . 

“Because microenterprises ac-
count for roughly 86 percent of 
Louisiana’s businesses, they are 
a vital economic engine for the 
state,” said LED Secretary Ste-
phen Moret . “LED is dedicated 
to helping our microenterprises 
thrive in today’s competitive 
economy, and this funding will 
help foster job creation, entrepre-
neurship and growth throughout 
Louisiana .” 

“Department of Social Ser-
vices remains committed to the 

Microenterprise program and its 
continued success,” said DSS In-
terim Secretary Kristy Nichols . 
“Hundreds of businesses have 
been started by this program, 
meaning more families earning 
more, contributing to our state’s 
economy and reducing the need 
for public assistance .” 

The following training service 
providers were awarded microen-
terprise contracts for 2008-2009: 

Renewal Inc . Shreveport-Boss-
ier African American Chamber 
of Commerce Southwest Loui-
siana Partnership for Economic 
Development Good Work Net-
work Microbusiness Enterprise 
Corporation of Ascension A mi-

croenterprise is a business with 
five or fewer employees that re-
quires $35,000 or less in funding 
and does not have access to the 
traditional commercial banking 
sector . 

To qualify for the program, an 
individual must be the parent or 
qualified caregiver of a child with 
earned income levels at or below 
200 percent of the federal poverty 
level and/or meet other Tempo-
rary Assistance for Needy Fami-
lies (TANF) guidelines . 

The program begins with a 
comprehensive assessment . 
Once the assessment is complete, 
participants begin a two-to-three 
month business development 

course that includes entrepre-
neurship training, personal ef-
fectiveness, financial literacy and 
technical assistance . As part of 
the course, participants will also 
write a business plan . Upon suc-
cessful completion of the program 
and submission of a qualifying 
business plan, participants be-
come eligible for seed funding to 
assist in supplementing business 
startup costs . 

To learn more about the MED 
program or to find a training ser-
vice provider, visit LouisianaFor-
ward .com/Entrepreneur . 

Record Numbers  
at the Polls

The city of New Orleans and the State of Louisiana expects a record 
breaking turnout for the Nov . 4 election . The excitement surrounding 
the Presidential election and the possibility of electing Sen . Barack 
Obama as the nation’s first African-American President has voters rac-
ing to the polls to cast their ballots . Of early voting, African-Americans 
made up 10 .7 percent of early voting compared to 8 .5 percent for white 
voters across the state .  Due to the surge in early voting, Secretary of 
State Jay Dardenne expects for numbers to be greater than he initially 
thought . Dardenne is expecting over 70 percent of Louisiana’s 2 .9 mil-
lion registered voters to participate in the election .
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HUD, FEMA Include Hurricane Gustav Families to  
Housing Assistance Program to Begin Nov 1

WASHINGTON, DC: The U .S . 
Department of Housing and Ur-
ban Development (HUD) and the 
Federal Emergency Management 
Agency (FEMA) announced that 
families who were affected by 
Hurricane Gustav will also be eli-
gible to receive temporary rental 
payments and case management 
services . Families displaced by 
Gustav will be eligible for the Di-
saster Housing Assistance Pro-
gram (DHAP), which will also 
be utilized by thousands of other 
families impacted by Hurricane 
Ike . Slated to begin Nov . 1, 2008, 
DHAP-Ike will help these families 
find intermediate housing as they 
rebuild their lives . 

“Once again, HUD moved 
quickly to ensure eligible fami-
lies affected by Hurricane Gustav 
would have a roof over their heads 
as they regain a sense of normal-
cy in their lives . This program will 
provide a necessary means to de-
liver timely, effective assistance 
as the region rebuilds,” said HUD 
Secretary Steve Preston . 

“This latest announcement is 
the next step in our commitment to 
provide assistance to Louisiana’s 
families,” said Jim Stark, Assistant 
Administrator for Gulf Coast Re-
covery . “FEMA is pleased to con-
tinue our successful partnership 
with HUD and offer the Disaster 
Housing Assistance Program to 
victims of Hurricane Gustav . This 
program, modeled after the first 
implemented for Katrina and Rita 
victims, is a direct result of our 
agencies working together to find 
the best solutions to aide Louisi-
ana citizens recovering from Hur-
ricanes Gustav and Ike .” 

“Adding Gustav-affected fami-
lies to this disaster housing pro-
gram, which features robust 
case management, is a clear sig-
nal that we have not forgotten 
about the thousands impacted by 
this storm,” said Robin Keegan, 
Deputy Director of the Louisiana 
Recovery Authority . “Working to-
gether with our federal partners 
at FEMA and HUD, we will con-
tinue to identify rental resources 
in hard-hit parishes and help our 
families return to safe places to 
live in their communities .” 

The interagency agreement be-
tween FEMA and HUD that cre-
ated the Disaster Housing Assis-
tance Program-Ike (DHAP-Ike), 
the two agencies announced late 
last month, will also provide identi-
cal benefits to families affected by 
Hurricane Gustav . These families 
will be assisted for approximately 

17 months and FEMA will deter-
mine the families that qualify for 
assistance . 

FEMA and HUD agreed on a 
program that mirrors the success-
ful program that housed families 
following the 2005 hurricanes, 
which continues to support more 
than 30,000 families . HUD, work-
ing with an extensive network of 
public housing agencies (PHAs) 
that already administer the 
DHAP program for families 
displaced by Hurricanes Ka-
trina and Rita and HUD’s regu-
lar rental assistance program, 
will oversee and manage the 
program . Initially, HUD will 
provide full rental assistance to 
approved families . Beginning 
May 1, 2009, families will be 
responsible for paying $50 per 
month . Every month thereaf-
ter, the family’s portion of the 
rent will increase in increments 
of $50 until the program ends 
in March 2010 . This approach 
has been successful in lead-
ing families closer to complete 
housing independence under 
the original DHAP program . 

DHAP-Ike will be imple-
mented as follows: 

Families in need of as-
sistance must register with 
FEMA by calling 1 (800) 621-
FEMA (3362) or online at 
www .FEMA .gov 

HUD will use its network of 
local Public Housing Agencies 
(PHAs) to administer the pro-
gram where families reside . 

FEMA will begin referring 
families to HUD by October 15, 
2008, so that HUD can contract 
with its local PHAs for the de-
livery of DHAP- IKE services 
starting November 1, 2008 . 

Prior to November 1, 2008, 
PHAs will contact eligible 
families referred by FEMA to 
begin outreach and intensive 
case management services to 
help displaced families rebuild 
their lives . Beginning Novem-
ber 1, 2008, HUD will begin 
making rental payments to 
families declared eligible by 
FEMA who have been placed 
in rental housing . 

PHAs will contact landlords 
and ensure the necessary 
documents are in place so that 
those families will continue 
to receive uninterrupted as-
sistance payments through 
DHAP-Ike . 

PHAs will work with fami-
lies and landlords to enter into 

rental assistance contracts as soon 
as families are referred by FEMA 
and begin case management . 

PHAs will pay the higher of 
the Fair Market Rent rate or the 
PHAs payment standard . 

All eligible families will begin 
contributing $50 toward their 
rent starting May 1, 2009 . Every 
month thereafter, the family por-
tion of the rent will increase in 

increments of $50 through March 
of 2010 . 

The program provides a hard-
ship waiver of the $50 Incremental 
Rent Transition (IRT) for families 
that prove that they cannot afford 
the rent increment . The details 
of the hardship provision will be 
spelled out in standard operating 
procedures that will be published 
shortly . 

Starting no later than August 
2009, families whose housing 
costs do not exceed 30 percent of 
post disaster gross income, tak-
ing into account existing mort-
gages for personal residences 
that remain uninhabitable, will 
no longer be eligible for DHAP- 

HUD, FEMA, Continued on page 15.
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Local Chapter of Alpha Kappa Alpha Sorority,  
Incorporated Salutes Cancer Survivors at Benefit Luncheon

Cancer survivors throughout the 
Greater New Orleans area were hon-
ored at “A Salute to Cancer Survivors,” 
a benefit luncheon held Saturday, Oct . 
25 at the Marriott Convention Center 
Hotel .  The Omicron Lambda Omega 
Chapter of Alpha Kappa Alpha Sorority, 
Incorporated hosted the event .

“Cancer is an affliction that tests the 
essence of one’s humanity .  During treat-
ment, your hopes and dreams for the fu-
ture are placed on hold as you marshal 
all of your resources and prepare for 
battle with this disease,” said Jaquetta 
Davis, president of Omicron Lambda 
Omega . “We are proud to highlight 
these champions who met the challenge 
of cancer head-on and survived by grace 
to share their triumphant stories .”

The event’s purpose was to honor 
individuals who had survived all forms 
of cancer .  To recognize October as Na-
tional Breast Cancer Awareness Month, 
Omicron Lambda Omega donated 
$1,000 to the Susan G . Komen for the 
Cure Foundation . The Susan G . Komen 
for the Cure Foundation is the world’s 

largest grassroots network of breast 
cancer survivors and activists fighting 
to save lives, empower people, ensure 
quality care for all and energize science 
to find the cures .

Local surgical oncologist Dr . Emory 
Minnard served as the guest speaker 
for the event .  He provided insight about 
cancer and early detection and preven-

tion .  Dr . Minnard also offered words of 
encouragement to the survivors .  The 
survivors were also serenaded with 
songs from the Greater Antioch Full 
Gospel Baptist Church praise team .  
Greater Antioch’s Pastor, Bishop Lester 
Love also sang a heartfelt rendition of 
“Never Would Have Made It” as a trib-
ute to the survivors .

The Omicron Lambda Omega Chap-
ter of Alpha Kappa Alpha Sorority, Inc . 
was established in 1984 in New Orleans 
with 37 chartering members .  The chap-
ter has flourished to become a group of 
over 75 women who provide service to 
the greater New Orleans area .  Service 
initiatives include but are not limited to 
mentoring at-risk youth, assisting and 
providing encouragement for homeless 
populations and identified local families 
in need, and offering scholarship and 
stipend awards .

Alpha Kappa Alpha Sorority, Incor-
porated is America’s first Greek-letter 
organization founded in 1908 by, and 
for, African-American college women .  
Headquartered in Chicago, Illinois, Al-
pha Kappa Alpha Sorority, Incorporated 
is one of the world’s leading service 
organizations .  The sorority services 
all mankind through a nucleus of more 
than 225,000 women in over 975 chap-
ters in the United States, the Caribbean, 
Canada, Germany, Korea, Japan, and in 
the continent of Africa .

Make the holiday meal your 
crowning achievement.
Th e holiday meal is not a time to leave anything to chance, 

especially when serving a traditional favorite like Chitterlings. 

So go with the brand that has been a holiday favorite for over 

40 years: �ueenella.  Our chitterlings are triple cleaned. 

And sure to satisfy all your party guests.

SPFR-2795 Queenella-DataNews.indd   1 10/28/08   3:05:05 PM

Omicron Lambda Omega chapter members Linda 
Sevalia, Judith Johnson, who is also a cancer survivor, 
and Omicron Lambda Omega President Jaquetta 
Clemons Davis.

Luncheon attendees former Judge Leon Cannizzaro 
and his daughter Laura Cannizarro, along with 
Eraka Williams, an Omicron Lambda Omega chapter 
member.
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JOB #:  08LPHI022
TITLE:  6-25_X_7_NEIGHBOR WOMAN 
SPECS:  6.25” X 7” – 4C
PUB:  MULTI
DATE:  7/1/08

Jerome Aubry shows tearful emotion as he sings to his twin brother Tryone

Vocalist Sharon Martin, Jerome Aubry, Judge Herbert Cade, Deacon John, N.O. Musical 
Icon, Alvin Richard, Richard’s Disposal, and Violinist Michael Ward

 Pictures from left to right are Jerome Aubry, June Hazeur, DNW Accts. Receivables, 
Wayne Wright and Big Easy Musical Icon Deacon John (Moore)

Pictured (left to right) Wayne Wright, Linzy LeBeauf, Gralen Banks, Master of Ceremonies for the 
event, and Paul Sylvester, owner of Sweet Lorraine’s Jazz Club

Pictured with Violinist Michael Ward is 
Vocalist Annie Butler who also performed at 
the concert as a tribute to the Aubry Twins.

Violinist Michael Ward doing his thing as 
no one else can.  

Harry Williams and Kim Robinson, 
attendees at the Aubry Twins Concert

Aubry Twins Honored at Benefit Concert
Sweet Lorraine’s was the location of a benefit concert celebrating the Aubry Twins on Oct . 26 .  The event, an Asante Awards production,  

featured several special guests and performances .  Everyone had a wonderful time .  Data News Weekly was there for the occasion .
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Opinion In The Spirit

Republicans say Socialism 
is OK… for the rich

Relationships
“What about the children?”

We’ve been robbed . Our children and 
their children have been robbed in a re-
verse Robin Hood move, robbing from the 
weak to give to the powerful . Seven hun-
dred billion was found to protect the banks 
from their self imposed sickness of greed 
and smoke and mirror accounting, but just 
last year when the Children’s Defense Fund 
and others around this country needed sev-
enty billion to make sure the future of this 
nation, its helpless children were protected 
by health insurance, we were told there is 
no money . 

Oh yeah and that was right after their de-
regulation of the savings and loan industry 
cost taxpayers another bailout, almost like 
a rehearsal for this one, but anytime there 
is a need to invest in education, healthcare, 
affordable housing or job training or jobs 
programs to lift and improve the ability of 
America’s citizenry to compete and live in a 
global economy, its called “socialism” .

The Republicans were the “balanced 
budget” people until they came into power 
with a budget surplus and turned it into the 
biggest defi cit in the history of America  . 
“W” didn’t like Saddam, contrived a lie to 
justify endangering soldiers and spending 
billions with Republican run arms manu-
facturers and Halliburton and its subsidiar-
ies and sub contractors to clean up and re-
build what the arms destroyed . Then they 
had the nerve to cut the taxes for some of 
the very same folk who were profi ting from 
the war . The Republicans spent over three 
hundred billion a year we didn’t have with 
their friends in an effort that actually cre-
ated the instability that now threatens the 
region . Years ago America supported the 
savage Saddam because he was a stabiliz-
ing infl uence in the region . 

I’ll bet that when a Democrat takes offi ce 
the Republicans and their lackey media 
will begin to talk about “balancing budgets 
again” when the national priority changes 
to improving education and health care for 
the citizens, real investments in America ’s 
future prosperity and security .

“Spread the Wealth” is fi ne when we are 
bailing out the rich, or fi lling the pockets 
of the military industrial capitalist with our 
tax dollars, but its wrong to help struggling 
families survive . It’s all right to bail out 
Wall Street but wrong to keep struggling 
families together and off the street .

A singular point has been proven by the 
last eight years of Republican rule and it 
is that the wealthy and powerful must be 
watched like a hawk, and that we need 
rules and regulators to keep them from 
taking our nation out as they nearly did in 
the 1930s, now in 2008… and perhaps still 
will .

Now that Americans are starting to real-
ize that removing regulations over power-
ful corporations leads to abuse, I sincerely 
hope that a President Obama will also look 
at the monopolistic abuse of the “public 
airways” and give them back to the public, 
by restoring the limitations on how many 
mass media outlets may be owned by one 
company in a market . Ronald Reagan took 
all the teeth out of the FCC rules that had 
enforced a media situation in which the 
ownership of the media was so varied that 
almost all points of view and community 
needs were served . I have been frustrated 
and even angered by the boldness and 
reckless abandon that the networks have 
demonstrated as they now openly push the 
Republican agenda, replace real news with 
celebrity crap and masquerade half truths 
and rumors as facts .

Were it not for the Internet, Barak 
Obama’s candidacy would have been 
trashed by Republican owned media mega 
corporations, as I believe was the plan, 
and his fundraising limited to traditional 
sources, the wealthy and powerful where 
you “kiss the ring” and are informed about 
the political needs of large donors . Using 
the Internet as his major fundraiser and re-
ceiving small amounts from large amounts 
of people, he can enter offi ce owing corpo-
rate America nothing… but good govern-
ment… for the people .

If there is any aspect of this election that 
has the “powerful” wheeling, it is the in-
ability to control the Internet, where a web 
site can cost as little as $100 a year . Hell, 
start collecting email addresses of support-
ers and use them as organizers for their 
families and friends, who can do more of 
the same . The plot to control the media has 
failed, as the obvious angst, and pettiness 
toward Obama has more than half of Amer-
ica mistrusting the media and seeing it for 
what it has become… a bunch of ranting 
Rush wannabees, but some perhaps with-
out the drug habit .

Folks, when a relationship doesn’t work 
between a husband and a wife, or a man and 
a woman, eventually there will be a separa-
tion or a divorce, most times, that separa-
tion or divorce will be permanent . Separa-
tion or divorce can lead to a lot of pain and 
frustration to a couple that was once happy 
and content in their relationship . However, 
when couples break up, many times there 
are children involved and they suffer the 
most from the separation or divorce .

Folks what I’m saying is that it’s not all 
about the two of you . What about the chil-
dren? Yes, what about them? That separa-
tion or divorce may have been very pain-
ful for you, but did you stop to even think 
about the pain that it could cause the child 
or the children . They too will experience 
pain and sometimes severe pain when this 
happens . Children may have problems at 
the beginning if the situation is not handled 
well . Nevertheless, the children will need 
time and attention from the both of you for 
emotional support .

Folks, your child or children need you 
now more than ever after a divorce or sepa-
ration . Again, it’s not just about the two of 
you, because your children may be hurting 
also . This is what you must do if you love 
them . You must fi rst swallow your pride 
and stop crying over and over again, next, 
stop cussing and fussing when you go to 
visit them . Lastly, you must take a stand to 
let them know that you still love them no 
matter what .

Family, don’t be the kind of man or 
woman that turns their back on the kids 
just because your relationship failed . They 
need you both, and they need to know 
that you are still there for them . Take the 
time and talk to them, and let them know 
that it’s not their fault . If the children or 
going to be with the mother or father, do 
your best to create an atmosphere of peace 
and unity where ever they are . Look, you 
fathers, stay committed to your children 
even though you may not be with your wife 
or girlfriend . 

The children are still yours and they 
didn’t ask to come to the world when you 
were having your fun, if you know what I 
mean . Look, be a man and a father and take 
care of your responsibilities . Fathers, what 
you do after a divorce or a break-up most 
of the time will determine how your child 
or children will turn out later in the future . 
Don’t put that burden on the women to 
try to take care of the children by herself 
because it’s wrong . Continue to be their 
father and always let them know that you 
love them no matter what .

Spend as much time with them as you 
can, and don’t forget about them like so 
many others have done in past relation-
ships . When your children are around you, 
both father and mother should talk about 
the good and not about the bad . Folks, 
when they hear you talk about the good in 
the other one, it will bring out the good in 
them . They may not understand exactly ev-
erything that happened, but they can learn 
to accept it in most cases . Always remem-
ber to treat your children with dignity and 
respect .

I’ve seen so many children suffer from 
divorces and separations . They suffer from 
lack of knowing whether they or still loved 
or not . Some suffer from emotional prob-
lems, which lead to them having diffi culty 
concentrating in school or interacting with 
others . You fathers and mothers, let your 
children know that you want them to be 
better than you, so continue to show them 
love and respect and hold them even more 
than ever, and remember that its not about 
you, its about the children . God Bless .

Lloyd Dennis
Data Columnist

Dr. Aaron E. Harold
Data Columnist

www .ladatanews .com
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Vote! - Don’t be Fooled by Weapons of Mass Deception

In this time of unprecedented economic 
peril and historic change, we need to arm 
ourselves with clarity and unity as weapons 
of mass empowerment . Instead, there is a 
concerted effort on the part of some to de-
ploy weapons of mass deception to confuse 
and cloud the economic and political land-
scape before us . Let me give you just two 
examples . 

Last week, in this space, I told you about 
efforts by some commentators and politi-
cians to deflect blame for the financial cri-
sis from Wall Street and Washington where 
it belongs onto the backs of African-Amer-
icans and other minorities – middle class 
citizens from Main Street to Martin Luther 
King Boulevard who are suffering the most 
because of this economic meltdown . These 
thought leaders contend that government 
efforts to increase minority homeowner-
ship, including the Community Reinvest-
ment Act, are at the root of what is now a 
global economic crisis . 

This insidious myth has gone largely un-
challenged by public officials and the me-
dia who should know better . But it has not 
gone unchallenged by the National Urban 
League . 

Last week, in testimony before the Sen-
ate Banking Committee I reminded the 
members that for years - to no avail - the 
National Urban League has urged the Con-
gress and the White House to take action 
to end the predatory lending practices that 
plague our communities . 

I then asked them directly to disarm a 
false and dangerous weapon of mass de-
ception and affirm the truth: Most of the 
subprime loans at the root of the crisis did 
not go to minorities but to middle to upper 
income Whites . 

Another weapon of mass deception 
is being deployed in some states  
to prevent people from voting on 
Nov. 4. 

I am pleased that last week, the United 
States Supreme Court rejected an attempt 
by the Ohio Republican Party to challenge 
the eligibility of 200,000 Ohio voters be-
cause their names did not perfectly match 
a state database . 

States are well equipped to deal with 
these discrepancies, many of which are 
due to database errors . We agree with the 
Court’s ruling that political parties should 
not be involved . 

These types of voter-ID eligibility chal-
lenges are cropping up all over the country 
– in Alabama , in Michigan, in Montana, in 
Wisconsin . As reported in the Washington 

Post, Wendy Weiser of the Brennan Center 
for Justice called this ‘’this season’s big is-
sue…and a new trend…in the battleground 
states .’’ 

In my view, this constitutes another 
weapon of mass deception designed to 
disenfranchise eligible voters and influ-
ence the outcome of the election . As we 
announced several weeks ago, the National 
Urban League has launched an unprece-
dented ‘’Vote to Empower’’ campaign large-
ly focused on voter-rights and preventing 
vote suppression . Again, we ask you to go 
to www .votetoempower .com or ncbcp@
ncbcp .org for details on how to report vot-
ing problems . 

Next week, we will have a chance to 
participate in the most important election 
of our lifetime . The economic, domestic, 
and foreign policy stakes are sky high . We 
must not allow apathy on our part, or mass 
deception on the part of others, to relegate 
us to the sidelines of history . It’s time to 
deploy our weapon of mass empowerment 
- vote .

Marc Morial
NNPA Columnist

Race for the White House:  
Anatomy of a 21st Century President

Part 2 

The race for the White House has be-
come a heated battle between candidates 
Sen . Barack Obama and Sen . John McCain 
as we get closer to Election Day . The high-
est elected office in the land is at stake and 
the future of the nation’s direction will lie 
in the hands of the person who Americans 
decide to elect on Nov . 4 .  While both men 
are capable and able to lead, the question 
for the voters should be who is best suited 
to lead at this pivotal time in our nation’s 
history?

Today our world is very different than 
it was in the previous century . Today the 
U .S .A . remains to be a great country, but the 
American brand has been tarnished global-
ly by eight years of leadership where policy 
initiatives both foreign and domestic have 
been mismanaged, and the Commander-in-

Chief vision of the world has been judged 
whether fairly or unfairly as short-sighted, 
provincial and viewed through a very nar-
row lens . In the next administration it is es-
sential to repair our place and standing in 
the global community . Also we need a lead-
er who can be responsible, level headed, 
poised and have the right temperament in 
dealing with our global partners . We need 
a president who is a bridge builder who can 
reach not just across the aisle, but across 
the globe to talk with our allies as well as 
our enemies to find the common interest 
that connects us as people and move hu-
manity forward .

On the domestic front we need someone 
who can inspire the American people to as-
pire and subscribe to the goodness that is 
in all of us . The day has come to begin to 
look past the superficial things that divides 
us for we can no longer hold on to old ideas 
about things that are obsolete, archaic, 
and doesn’t have any place in the world we 
are trying to build; for today we must be 
citizens of the ‘United’ States standing to-
gether shoulder to shoulder to weather the 
storms that have recently come our way .

The future U .S . President can not simply 
pose, postulate and pontificate . We need 
more than a straight talk express or great 
speeches promising change . The American 
people need a leader who is visionary, pro-
gressive and forward thinking with their 
eyes on shaping the best possible future 
for this great country .

But it is not simply the responsibility of 
our leaders to do the right things; we must 
also contribute to making this nation and 
the world a better place . We cannot and 
must not--as we mature as a nation--look at 
our elected leaders as messianic figures for 
they are human beings who make mistakes; 
flawed leaders for a flawed people . But that 
does not mean not holding their feet to the 
fire when they are involved in wrongdoing 
that affects the American People . We can-
not make the mistakes of the recent past 
by being politically naïve and submitting 
to our base emotions and be coerced in 
the fervor of the moment to support war . 
In the future when faced with an interna-
tional crisis this time, we as concerned in-
telligent citizens cannot sit idly by believing 
that elected leaders and the persons they 
appoint have our best interest or the coun-
try’s in mind when making choices to put 
our young men and women who serve in 
the military in harm’s way . Because not just 
the lives of our soldiers are at stake, but if 
and after they return this can also affect the 
soldier’s life and loved ones . 

In a 21st century democracy citizens 
must ask for accountability from the Presi-
dent and other elected leaders demanding 
that they are there for what they were in-
tended to be, servants of the people, not 
servants of themselves or their friends and 
financial supports . We must become more 
involved and demand that our leaders un-
derstand that the interest and well-being 

of the hard working people of this country 
come first and that they will not settle for 
anything less than diligent hard work from 
them on their behalf . 

Today people are voting early in record 
numbers across the U .S . In 2008 Ameri-
cans are faced with a choice between two 
men and whatever happens it would be a 
great victory for either candidate because 
it has been a hard fought contest . Who-
ever is left standing, the American People 
should respect the decision the American 
People made in determining the victor . But 
the true victory must be the American Peo-
ple being able to live the American Dream 
again, which for so many seems to be slip-
ping through the fingers of citizens in com-
munities across this nation . 

Yes we are on the cusp of a historical 
moment, and hopefully it will be the begin-
ning of a new day for a great country that 
has seen brighter days . It is the hope that 
the new President cannot simply talk about 
change, but create an environment where 
it can become a reality . The chosen one has 
to move this country to the place where it 
can be respected and admired across the 
globe once again, and give the American 
People a reason to believe that they live in, 
what has become in a little over two and a 
quarter centuries, the greatest country to 
ever exist . 

Edwin Buggage
Editor-in-Chief
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The attack on ACORN (Associated Com-
munity Organizations for Reform Now) by 
the political Right has two clear objectives . 
The first is a preemptive assault against 
advocates for voting rights who have been 
raising concerns since November 2000 re-
garding electoral theft being carried out by 
the political Right . The second objective is 
to obscure who or what is behind the cur-
rent economic crisis, a crisis that began in 
the mortgage industry . 

In both cases, the political Right has re-
leased a smoke screen in order to avoid any 
discussion of real issues in both the elector-
al system and the system of finance .

ACORN, an organization which began in 
Arkansas in the early 1970s, has developed 
a reputation over the years as a fighter for 

poor people . Their base is substantially 
African- American, and at different points 
throughout their history they have cham-
pioned the cause of the poor and the Black, 
in workplaces and communities . 

In the early 1980s, for instance, ACORN 
established several independent labor 
unions that focused on organizing workers 
that much of the mainstream labor move-
ment ignored (these unions later merged 
with the Service Employees International 
Union) . 

ACORN also got very involved in cham-
pioning fights around housing, specifically, 
the need for affordable housing . Along the 
way, ACORN developed a comprehensive 
voter registration component to their work 
and have made themselves a significant 
player in bringing in often marginalized 
voting populations .

The political Right has been aware, for 
quite some time, that growing numbers of 
progressive individuals and organizations 
— not limited to African Americans — have 
been deeply concerned that the November 
2008 election could either be stolen or in-
fluenced by electoral theft by Republican-
aligned forces . 

In this context, massive ‘’voter protec-
tion’’ efforts have been launched by unions 
and community-based organizations to en-
sure that every vote counts .

Yet, what the political Right has shrewd-
ly chosen to do has been to shift the focus 
away from actual issues of electoral theft or 

questionable activities, e .g ., the efforts in 
Michigan by Republicans to purge voters 
from the rolls who have been the subject of 
foreclosure, and instead focus on a relative-
ly small organization—ACORN—with who 
many people are unfamiliar . This is called 
inventing a bogey-man .

Even if the charges were true — and I 
do NOT concede that in the least —there 
is no credible evidence that ACORN, as an 
organization, approved the mishandling of 
voter registrations . 

In fact, anyone who has done voter reg-
istrations is aware that there is always the 
possibility of errors, and sometimes fraud 
by over-zealous registration campaigners . 
This is actually a strong argument for au-
tomatic or compulsory OFFICIAL voter 
registration . 

In either case, there is no proof that 
ACORN has done anything wrong, but 
there is a lot of smoke, and with the smoke, 
both unclarity as well as a stench .

The second objective of the attack, which 
has received less attention, has been to try 
to blame ACORN for the current economic 
crisis . Specifically, the argument by the po-
litical Right is that ACORN, by fighting for 
the Community Reinvestment Act (in the 
1970s!!) and demanding housing for poor 
people forced banks to provide loans to oth-
erwise unqualified borrowers . 

This argument lacks logic as well as 
facts . Since the CRA was passed in the 
1970s, how would that explain what is trans-

piring in 2008? Second, the actual facts on 
the ground dispute this allegation .

Nevertheless, the political Right uses the 
scapegoating of ACORN as a way of saying 
that poor people in general, and Black poor 
people in particular, are the source of the 
current crisis . Again, rather than helping 
one understand what is truly unfolding, the 
attack on ACORN creates another bogey-
man such that we are led away from any 
examination of the banking system and the 
workings of US capitalism .

All in all, the attack on ACORN has little 
to do with ACORN . They are a convenient 
target for the political Right . The attack 
could have just as easily been against any 
number of other groups that conduct voter 
registration and/or fight for housing for 
poor people . For this reason it is important 
that people of good will not only resist these 
irrational arguments by the political Right, 
but also that we speak up publicly against 
this disingenuous activity .

The attacks against ACORN by McCain/
Palin and their right-wing allies should not 
be ignored; they must be confronted and 
debunked . Leaving them unanswered is 
like leaving a burn open to be infected .

Bill Fletcher, Jr . is a Senior Scholar with 
the Institute for Policy Studies . He is the 
immediate past President of TransAfrica 
Forum and the co-author of Solidarity Di-
vided, which analyzes the crisis in orga-
nized labor . He can be reached at papaq54@
hotmail .com . 

My 3-year-old daughter is not quite old 
enough to understand the importance 
of the Nov . 4 election, but what she does 
know and understand is that Sen . Barack 

Obama is a very important person, and that 
she sees him on television all of the time .

With each appearance across our tele-
vision screen, whether long or short, my 
daughter yells, “Momma, Obama is on .  
Momma, you are missing Obama .”  From 
my demeanor and conversation, she knows 
that when he is on, it is time to watch and 
listen .

But it is not only a time for watching 
and listening .  It is a time for action .  It is 
a time for people across the United States, 
African-Americans or not, to come together 
and make a resounding statement on Nov . 
4 .  We have talked about wanting change 
for the duration of the Presidential cam-
paign season .  We have shown it through 
our record-setting donations to the Obama 
campaign .  And now we need to show it 
with our ballots on Tuesday .

Voting poll officials across the coun-
try have already predicted long lines and 
possible hassles on Nov . 4 .  To avoid such 
distractions, many registered voters have 
opted to take advantage of the early voting 
option offered in many states .  In several 
states, voters did not even need an excuse 
to vote early .  They simply needed to just 
show up .

Electing Sen . Barack Obama as the next 
President of the United States has not been, 
nor will it be, an easy feat .  There are sev-
eral battleground states that must shift to 
the Democratic side in order for this to be 
possible .  And for that to happen, we have 
to go out and vote .  Don’t think that your 
vote does not count .  It is your voice in our 
country .  It is a voice that many citizens of 
other countries do not have .  Do not take 
your right for granted and not use it .

What does this race mean for America 
some might ask?  The Nov . 4 Presidential 
election represents hope for our country .  
In a time when our society is down on its 
luck with the War, the economy, and a fail-
ing public education system in many states, 
most people are looking for a small piece of 
hope they can cling to during these trying 
times that will let them know that a light at 
the end of the tunnel does exist .

So, the next time my little 3-year-old 
daughter sees Barack Obama on televi-
sion in the coming weeks, I want to tell her, 
“Sweetheart that is our President .”  From 
there, her questions will increase and I will 
be proud to answer them for her so that 
she will know early on the significance of 
his accomplishment .

Shaniece B. Bickham, Ph.D.
Data News Managing Editor

Bill Fletcher Jr.
NNPA Columnist

Why the Attack on ACORN?

A Win for Barack Obama Represents  
Hope for America
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Obama v. McCain: NAACP Questionnaire Reveal  
Contrasting Agendas on Black Issues

Hazel Trice Edney

W A S H I N G T O N 
(NNPA) – An NAACP 
presidential candidates’ 
questionnaire reveals 
starkly different views 
between Democratic 
Sen . Barack Obama and 
Republican Sen . John 
McCain, giving voters 
more in depth perspec-
tives on the candidates’ 
racial and civil rights 
views as they go to the 
polls on Tuesday .

Issues that disparately 
affect Black people such 
as affirmative action, vot-
ing rights for ex-felony 
offenders, voting rights 
for D .C . congressional 
representatives, racial 
profiling, police brutal-
ity, mandatory minimum 
sentences, and the death 
penalty are just a few of 
the issues that have barely - if ever 
– been publicly addressed by ei-
ther candidate during the intense 
race .

“It was made clear at the time 
that the responses received would 
be reproduced and distributed to 
the NAACP members and com-
munities so that we could make 
informed decisions when going to 
the polls,” says Hilary O . Shelton, 
director of the NAACP Washing-
ton Bureau . “The questionnaire 
contained…issues of crucial im-
portance to the NAACP and the 
communities we serve .”

The 39-page document, com-
piled by the historically non-parti-
san civil rights organization over 
the course of a year, allowed the 
candidates to give candid views in 
200 words or less . For space and 
brevity, the NNPA News Service 
has excerpted quotes from the 
responses . The following are ver-
batim excerpts from the question-
naire:

What specific actions will 
you take regarding equal op-
portunity programs?

MCCAIN: “The affirmative 
action remedies designed forty 
years ago should be reexam-
ined…Our efforts to promote 
equal opportunity should focus 
on those who are disadvantaged . 
In access to quality education, we 
should focus on poorly perform-
ing schools that are not effec-
tively educating our students, not 
on the students’ race . In access to 

government contracting, govern-
ment set-aside programs should 
focus on disadvantaged enterpris-
es and employees, not their race, 
ethnicity, or gender .”

OBAMA: “I support affirma-
tive action . When there is strong 
evidence of prolonged and sys-
temic discrimination by organi-
zations, affirmative action may 
be the only meaningful remedy 
available…We shouldn’t ignore 
that race continues to matter: To 
suggest that our racial attitudes 
play no part in the socio-economic 
disparities that we often observe 
turns a blind eye to both our his-
tory and our experience – and 
relieves us of the responsibility to 
make things right .”

What, if anything, would you 
do to help restore the voting 
rights of ex-felony offenders?

MCCAIN: “The fourteenth 
amendment to the Constitution 
specifically recognizes that the 
right to vote may be taken away 
if a person commits a crime…The 
right to vote should be restored 
to felons only on a case by case 
basis after they have served their 
full sentences and have satisfacto-
rily demonstrated that they have 
turned over a new leaf .”

OBAMA: “I support restora-
tion of voting rights for ex-offend-
ers . I am a cosponsor of the Count 
Every Vote Act, and would sign 
that legislation in to law as presi-
dent .”

What would you do to pro-
mote the rights of the citizens 
of the District of Columbia?

MCCAIN: “I do not support 
legislation to give the District a 
vote in Congress because I believe 
that such a law would be uncon-
stitutional . The Constitution says 
that ‘the House of Representatives 
shall be composed of members 
chosen every second year by the 
people of the several states .’ Be-
cause the District of Columbia is 
not a state, it is not eligible to send 
a full representative to Congress 
unless and until either the Consti-
tution is amended to allow this, or 
residential districts of the District 
become part of Maryland .”

OBAMA: “I am an original co-
sponsor of the Senate bill that will 
provide the District of Columbia 
with voting representation in the 
House of Representatives . I con-
sider passage of this bill to be an 
important step toward justice . In 
our great Democracy, it’s a shame 
that residents of the District who 
pay taxes, fight in wars, and enjoy 
the same rights as other Ameri-
can have no voting representation 
in our nation’s capital . I will con-
tinue to champion this issue as 
president?”

What actions, if any, would 
you take to address the prob-
lem of racial profiling by law 
enforcement officials?

MCCAIN: “No one should be 
stopped by the police because of 
his or her racial or ethnic identity . 
At the same time, law enforce-
ment officers must be permitted 
to carry out their duties base on 
fair, professional, non-discrimina-
tory criteria, such as acting on a 
specific description . I will demand 
proper training and attention with 
respect to race relations and citi-
zen rights .”

OBAMA: “As a United States 
Senator, I cosponsored federal 
legislation to ban racial profiling 
and require federal, state and lo-
cal law enforcement agencies to 
take steps to eliminate the prac-
tice . As president, I will continue 
my decades-long fight against ra-
cial profiling, and sign legislation 
that will ban the practice of racial 
profiling by federal law enforce-
ment agencies and provide feder-
al funding to state and local police 
departments if they adopt policies 
to prohibit the practice .”

What, if anything, would 
you do to address the issue of 
police misconduct?

MCCAIN: “If there is systemic 
misconduct, police brutality, or vi-
olations of federal laws, including 
civil rights laws, it is the duty of 
the Department of Justice to take 
appropriate federal law enforce-
ment action .”

Obama: “I will direct my at-
torney general to have the Justice 
Department work closely with 
state and local law enforcement 
to ensure the effective imple-
mentation of standards for use of 
force .”

Would you work to increase 
or decrease the number of of-
fenses which trigger a manda-
tory minimum sentence?

McCain: “I have supported 
mandatory minimum sentencing 
for certain crimes, particularly for 
violent crimes and serious offens-
es…As president, I will support 
evaluating whether the type and 
number of offenses that trigger 
mandatory minimum sentences 
are effective in combating crime 
and in protecting law abiding 
members of society from criminal 
activity .”

Obama: “There are at least 171 
mandatory minimum provisions 
in federal criminal statutes…I will 
immediately review these sen-
tences to see where we can be 
smarter on crime and reduce the 
ineffective warehousing of non-
violent drug offenders .”

How would you 
work to ensure that 
as long as we have a 
death penalty that, 
at the very least, the 
color of one’s skin or 
a person’s financial 
status are not deter-
mining factors when 
deciding who should 
receive the death pen-
alty?”

McCain: “I support 
the death penalty for 
heinous crimes in which 
the circumstances war-
rant capital punishment . 
I have supported leg-
islation that sought to 
expand the number of 
federal crimes punish-
able by death, including 
terrorism and narcotics 
trafficking by drug king-
pins . The color of one’s 
skin or a person’s finan-
cial status must never be 

factors when deciding who should 
receive the death penalty .”

Obama: “I believe there are a 
few crimes so heinous that they 
warrant the ultimate penalty . But, 
the question is whether that sen-
tence can be implemented in a 
fair and just way . As a member 
of the Illinois state senate, I led 
efforts to reform a broken death 
penalty system that sent 13 inno-
cent people to death row because 
it was filled with error, question-
able police tactics, racial bias and 
shoddy legal work…I will direct 
my Justice Department to under-
take a comprehensive study of 
the administration of the federal 
death penalty and to make recom-
mendations on how to address 
the problems that have been iden-
tified with the system, including 
racial bias .”

A survey of Black voters by 
the Joint Center for Political and 
Economic studies last year indi-
cated that the economy, educa-
tion and jobs were named as the 
top issues for Black voters in the 
presidential election . However, in 
its questionnaire, the NAACP has 
pinpointed what its leaders often 
call the “bread and butter civil 
rights issues .” 

To view the questionnaire in its 
entirety, please go to www .naacp .
org .

Presidential Candidate, Senator John McCain Presidential Candidate, Senator Barack Obama
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Jennifer Hudson and Relatives Identify  
Body of Her Slain Nephew

Alan King

(NNPA) Jennifer Hudson and other 
relatives positively identified the body of 
her 7-year-old nephew Monday, just hours 
after his body was found in a sport-utility 
vehicle sought in connection with the mur-
der of Hudson’s mother and brother .

The white, 1994 Chevrolet Suburban 
with Illinois license plate X584859 was 
found on Chicago’s West side after police 
received a 7 a .m . call from a neighbor about 
a suspicious vehicle . The man noticed the 
vehicle while walking his dog . According 
to the Chicago Tribune, the boy had been 
shot multiple times in the back seat of the 
vehicle . The SUV, registered to Hudson’s 
murdered brother, was towed with the 
boy’s body inside and is being processed 
by evidence technicians and workers . The 
body was later removed and taken to the 
Cook County Medical Examiner’s office .

Hudson and other family members ar-
rived at the Medical Examiner’s office 
mid-afternoon to identify the body . Given 
the choice between looking directly at the 
body or viewing it on a wall-mounted video 
screen, the family chose the latter . Accord-
ing to the Tribune, Hudson said, “Yes, 
that’s him .” 

A spokesman 
for the office told 
the newspaper that 
Hudson “remained 
strong for her fam-
ily” and was clearly 
its leader . “She held 
hands with her fam-
ily,” the spokesman 
said . “It was obvi-
ously a very emo-
tional moment .”

The boy – the son 
of Julia Hudson, Jen-
nifer’s sister – has 
been missing since 
Friday, when a rela-
tive found Julian’s 
grandmother, Dar-
nell Donerson, 57, 
and his uncle, Jason 
Hudson, 29, shot to 
death in his grand-
mother’s home in 
the 7000 block of South Yale Avenue .

An Amber Alert – a designation for 
high-risk missing children – was issued 
Friday after Julian was discovered missing 
after the murders . Police arrested William 
Balfour, the missing boy’s stepfather and 

estranged husband 
of Julia, at his girl-
friend’s Southside 
apartment several 
hours after the 
murders . Balfour’s 
mother, Michele, 
has told reporters 
that her son had 
nothing to do with 
the slayings .

Balfour remains 
a suspect in the 
murders but is be-
ing held in jail for 
parole violation af-
ter being convicted 
of attempted mur-
der and vehicular 
hijacking . Cook 
County records 
show that he plead-

ed guilty to both 
charges in 1999 . He 

was also convicted in 1998 for possession 
of a stolen motor vehicle . He was released 
from prison in 2006 after serving seven 
years for the attempted murder and car hi-
jacking charges .

The boy remained missing through a 
long weekend in which police and volun-
teers posted fliers bearing his photograph 
around the city . On Sunday Jennifer Hud-
son asked for the public’s help in finding 
her nephew . In her MySpace blog, she 
thanked fans and supporters for their 
prayers and offered a $100,000 reward to 
anyone who returned the boy alive .

Since the investigation, Hudson – who 
gained stardom after appearing on “Ameri-
can Idol,” and then won an Academy Award 
for her role in the movie “Dreamgirls” – 
has stayed out of the public eye . 

The Chicago Tribune reported that a pa-
rade of cars moved slowly past her family’s 
home Monday morning, past the news 
vans, reporters and curious onlookers . 
Neighbors stood quietly and reflected on 
the violence . 

In front of the Hudson’s home, men 
in heavy jackets and hooded sweatshirts 
came to kiss the twin white crosses baring 
the names of Donerson and Jason .

“Everybody is sick of going through 
stuff like this,” Artisha West, a former resi-
dent of the area told the Tribune . “We all 
have to stick together . All these young chil-
dren are dying, and for what?”

Academy Award winning actress Jennifer Hudson

Skinheads Arrested for Plotting to Assassinate Obama
George C. Curry 
NNPA

WASHINGTON (NNPA) - Two neo-Nazi 
skinheads plotted a national killing spree 
that would have ended in the shooting 
deaths of 88 African-Americans, decapita-
tion of 14 more, and culminated in the as-
sassination of Democratic presidential can-
didate Barack Obama, federal authorities 
have announced .

Daniel Cowart, 20, of Bells, Tenn ., and 
Paul Schlesselman, 18, of West Helana, 
Ark ., were charged in U .S . District Court 
in Nashville with illegal possession of a 
sawed-off shotgun, conspiracy to rob a gun 
store and making threats against a major 
presidential candidate .

An affidavit by Brian A . Weeks, a special 
agent with the Justice Department’s Bu-
reau of Alcohol, Tobacco, Firearms, and 
Explosives, was unsealed Monday, disclos-
ing details of the disrupted murder scheme 
that included targeting Black school chil-
dren . A copy of the affidavit is posted on 
the Web site, smokinggun .com . 

“Approximately 1 month ago Cowart and 
Schlesselman met via the internet through 
a mutual friend,” the agent stated . “Each in-
dividual claims to have very strong beliefs 
and views regarding ‘White Power’ and 
‘Skinhead’ views . The individuals began 
discussing going on a ‘killing spree’ that in-
cluded killing 88 people and beheading 14 

African-Americans .”
The numbers 88 Blacks and 14 have 

significance in the White supremacy move-
ment, authorities explained . The eighth let-
ter of the alphabet is “H,” and the number 
used twice signifies “HH,” shorthand for 

the Nazi greeting, “Heil Hitler .” And 14 rep-
resents the number of words in the White 
Power slogan, “We must secure the exis-
tence of our people and a future for White 
children .”

The pair planned to finance their killing 
spree by burglarizing homes; they expect-
ed to obtain additional weapons by robbing 
federally-licensed gun dealers .

According to Special Agent Weaks’ af-
fidavit, “Cowart and Schlesselman further 
stated that on Oct . 20, 2008, Cowart trav-

eled from Tennessee to Arkansas, to pick 
up Schlesselman and bring Schlesselman 
to Tennessee to carry out the aforemen-
tioned acts . Schelesselman also brought the 
short barreled shotgun and a Ruger GP100 
 .357 revolver he said he had taken from his 

father without permission . Schlesselman 
also brought ammunition to carry out the 
robberies and the killing spree . Cowart 
also stated that he had stock piled an FASI 
 .308 caliber rifle that he purchased, a High 
Standard  .22 caliber handgun and a Colt 
 .25 caliber handgun both of which Cowart 
stated were stolen from his grandfather . All 
of these firearms were recovered during 
the course of the investigation .

“Upon arriving in Tennessee Cowart and 
Schlesselman further discussed the killing 

spree to include targeting a predominantly 
African-American school, going state to 
state while robbing individuals and con-
tinuing to kill people . They further stated 
that their final act of violence would be to 
attempt to kill/assassinate Presidential 
Candidate Barack Obama . Cowart stated 
that they planned to use his FASI  .308 cali-
ber rifle and a high powered rifle that was 
to be stolen from the aforementioned FFL 
[Federal Firearms Licensee] to facilitate 
their attempt to assassinate Obama . Sches-
selman stated that they planned to drive 
their vehicle as fast as they could toward 
Obama shooting at him from the windows . 
Both individuals stated they would dress in 
all white tuxedos and wear top hats during 
the assassination attempt . Both individuals 
further stated they knew they would and 
were willing to die during this attempt .”

The two White supremacists told au-
thorities that while driving around one 
morning, they shot out a window at Beech 
Grove Church of Christ, a Black church in 
Brownsville, Tenn . 

Scrawled on Cowart’s car were a Swas-
tika, the numbers 14 and 88 as well as some 
racist language . 

Both men were arrested last Wednesday 
in Crockett County and made their first 
appearance in federal court on Monday in 
Memphis . A hearing will be held Thursday 
to determine whether bond should be set .
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Powell Endorsement May Sway Undecided Independents
James Wright

WASHINGTON (NNPA) - The 
decision by former Secretary of 
State Colin Powell to endorse 
Sen . Barack Obama for presi-
dent instead of fellow Republican 
and long-time John McCain may 
cause more undecided voters to 
lean toward the Democratic front-
runner, some political experts 
say .

William Galston, a scholar at 
the Brookings Institute in Wash-
ington, said that “typically, en-
dorsements don’t have much ef-
fect, especially coming so late in 
the campaign .” However, Powell’s 
endorsement is anything but typi-
cal . 

“Because of the immense re-
spect that most Americans have 
for Colin Powell, his endorsement 
may make a difference, especially 
among voters who aren’t con-
vinced that Obama has the knowl-
edge and experience to serve as 
commander-in-chief,” Galston 
said .

Powell’s decision was an-
nounced on last Sunday’s edition 
of NBC’s “Meet the Press .” “He 
has both style and substance . I 
think he is a transformational fig-
ure,” Powell said of Obama .

Powell, a former chairman of 
the Joint Chiefs of Staff under 
George W . Bush and Bill Clinton 
and national security advisor to 
Ronald Reagan, said that Obama 
displayed “steadiness, the intel-
lectual curiosity and he selected a 
vice president who is ready to be 
president on Day One .”

Obama, at a rally in Fay-
etteville, N.C., was elated 
by the endorsement. 

“This morning, a great soldier, 
a great statesman and a great 

American has endorsed our cam-
paign to change America,” the Il-
linois lawmaker said . 

“I have been honored to have 
the benefit of his wisdom and 
counsel from time to time over 
the last few years, but today, I am 
beyond honored and deeply hum-
bled to have the support of Gen-
eral Colin Powell . General Powell 
has defended this nation bravely, 
and he has embodied our highest 
ideals through his long and distin-
guished public service .”

Predictably, far-right critics, 
such as radio commentator Rush 
Limbaugh, tried to dismiss the 
Powell endorsement as a decision 
based solely on race . Even some 
Republicans rejected that asser-
tion, noting the value of the Pow-
ell endorsement . “What he did in 
one sound bite…is eliminate the 
experience argument,” former 
Republican House Speaker Newt 
Gingrich said on ABC’s “This 
Week with George Stephanopo-
lous .”

Powell quickly dismissed the 
assertion that he picked Obama 
because both are Black . “If that 
was the case, I would have done 
that six to eight or 10 months 
ago,” he said . “However, I cannot 
deny the historical events that are 
taking place in America . We will 
see if we have reached this point 
[of electing a Black president] .”

Democratic Party Senior Ad-
viser Brad Woodhouse told CNN 
that the Powell endorsement is 
important because the former 
general is “the gold standard .”

Powell has received numerous 
awards, including two Presiden-
tial Medals of Honor, the Con-
gressional Gold Medal as well as 
honorary degrees from numer-
ous institutions, including How-
ard University . ‘’Colin Powell has 

a 75-80 percent approval rating,” 
Woodhouse said . “People see him 
as an honest broker .”

Michael Fauntroy, an assis-
tant professor of public policy at 
George Mason University, agrees 
that Powell’s endorsement will 
help Obama with independents . 
“This will help Obama close the 
case for independent voters, par-
ticularly those leaning Republi-
can,’’ Fauntroy said .

Powell voiced serious concerns 
about the tone of McCain’s cam-
paign and his repeated references 
to former Weather Underground 

leader Bill Ayers . 
Powell said: “These robo calls 

that people are getting, saying 
that Obama is connected to Ay-
ers, which is saying that Obama 
supports terrorists . It goes too 
far .”

Powell said that Alaska Gov . 
Sarah Pain is not ready to be 
president and that he objects to 
McCain’s pledge to put more 
arch-conservatives on the U .S . 
Supreme Court . 

Rep . Artur Davis (D-Ala .), an 
early Obama supporter, said that 
Powell’s nod underscores the 

country’s need for a leader like 
Obama at this time . 

“Colin Powell sounds like a lot 
of good, thoughtful people in this 
country who respect both Barack 
Obama and John McCain, who 
think a lot of John McCain’s ser-
vice, a lot of his abilities and a lot of 
his record in the Senate, but who 
think on the key questions facing 
our country today that Obama is 
better,” Davis told the Associated 
Press . “He has always put country 
first, as some would say .”

Powell was mentioned as a 
GOP presidential candidate 
in 1996. 

After a book tour in which he 
talked to thousands of people, he 
opted out of the race, citing his 
wife’s concerns about his safety 
and questions regarding his wife’s 
health . 

Powell addressed the 1996 
Republican convention where he 
was booed when he said that he 
favored a woman’s right to choose 
and affirmative action .

“Powell is a Rockefeller Repub-
lican and he wants the party to be 
more accepting of moderates,” 
Fauntroy said . “Powell thinks, 
like a lot of people, that the party 
is all screwed up now .”

Powell criticized members of 
his party for falsely claiming that 
Obama is a Muslim . “It would 
seem that there some people in 
the party that think that there is 
something wrong with being a 
Muslim,” he said . “He (Obama) 
is not a Muslim; he is a Christian . 
But what if he was a Muslim? 
There are some in my party who 
are saying that being a Muslim is 
being a terrorist and they should 
stop polarizing this way .” 

Former Secretary of State Colin Powell

Accompanied by Atlanta May-
or Shirley Franklin and friends, 
106 year-old Mrs . Ann Cooper 
voted today at the Fulton County 
Courthouse . Mrs . Cooper said 
she has voted in every presiden-
tial election since she registered 
to vote . She never imagined see-
ing an African-American running 
for President in her lifetime . Mrs . 
Cooper encouraged young and old 
to exercise their responsibility and 
VOTE! “By all means, no matter 
what, get out and vote . Vote your 
choice,” said Cooper .
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106-Year-Old Votes Early in Georgia
Ike . Families, whose housing and utility costs exceed 30 
percent of post disaster income, will continue to receive 
assistance, subject to the IRT, through March 2010 when 
the program ends . 

There will be family obligations as part of this 
program which will include: 
o Family must abide by the terms of the lease and main-

tain the unit in good condition; 
o Family must participate in case management services; 
o When IRT begins, family must agree to pay their portion 

of rent on time and in full; and 
o Family must accurately and honestly certify the receipt 

of benefits from either Small Business Administration 
grants or loans, insurance proceeds, or any other dupli-
cation of benefits . 

HUD, FEMA, Continued from page 7.
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STROKE TARGETS BY COLOR.

Know where you stand. The odds are African Americans 

are twice as likely to suffer a stroke as white Americans.

Beating the odds isn’t about winning, it’s about living.

You have the power to end stroke.  1-888-4-STROKE / StrokeAssociation.org
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