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Cover Story

Continuing a Tradition as being the People’s Paper

Data News Weekly Turns Forty-Six

By Edwin Buggage

Data News Weekly: A Rich History
with Roots in the Community

It was forty-six years ago that Joseph “Scoop”
Jones started Data News Weekly against the back-
drop of the Civil Rights Movement. Today his lega-
cy lives on as a pioneer, as someone who has been
hailed for providing an invaluable service to the
City’s African-American community. Today Data
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Data News Weekly Founder and Publisher Emeritus Joseph M. “Scoop” Jones

News Weekly is strong as ever as a second genera- rian, who marched with Dr. Martin Luther King

tion and it is at the helm forging ahead in its mis-
sion as being “The People’s Paper. “ “ We are glad
to continue to serve our City in the proud tradition
my father set out giving the African-American com-
munity a place to have a voice,” says present Pub-
lisher Terry Jones who has been running the paper
for a quarter of a century.

Rev. Samson “Skip” Alexander is a veteran in the
Civil Rights Movement and a New Orleans Histo-

Jr. and knew “Scoop” Jones. “I remember when
“Scoop” began the paper and people couldn’t wait
to read it because it gave us a slice of Black New
Orleans.” Continuing he says, “It showed us in a
way that gave a complete picture of who we are,
unlike in the mainstream media that usually por-
trayed us in a negative light.”

During his illustrious life “Scoop” Jones not only
published a paper but he mentored young people

National News .

Cover Story, Continued on next page.
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Mr . “Scoop” Jones gave us a platform to express our concerns, he
was always a man who stood for something fair and just and Data
News Weekly is still known in the community as just that, a paper
that represents the vision, struggle and celebration of Black New
Orleans .”said Fred Johnson

and supported their activism.
Dyan French Cole, known to
the community as “Mama D”,
has long been involved in the
struggle for racial equality. She
was one of the young people
“Scoop” Jones mentored, re-
flecting back she says, “He was
a great man, and a motivator,
he was someone who created
a publication that wasn’t afraid
to discuss and address issues
in our community and today
the paper continues to do that
for the people of New Orleans.”

Data News Weekly:
“The People’s Paper”
Data News Weekly has al-
ways been at the forefront of
civic activism, and true to its
motto as “The People’s Pa-
per”. Fred Johnson has been
involved in activism since his
early years as a high school
student at Joseph S. Clark High
School. He’s known current
Publisher Terry Jones since
their days together as student
activists. “Back in 1970 we were
marching to make Dr. Martin
Luther King Jr.’s birthday a hol-
iday, and we were also involved
in activities that were about
empowering our community

and Mr. “Scoop” Jones gave us
a platform to express our con-
cerns; he was always a man
who stood for something fair
and just and Data News Weekly
is still known in the community
as just that; a paper that repre-
sents the vision, struggle and
celebration of Black New Or-
leans.”

“It is a paper that not only
gives a pulse to the African-
American community, and it
not only looks at the problems,
but it also focuses on solutions;
and that is the one thing that
I can say that has been a con-
stant in the Data News Week-
ly,” says Don Hubbard, who
today is a businessman, but as
a young man was a youth ac-
tivist that led the fight against
segregation in New Orleans as
a founding member of the local
chapter of CORE (Congress of
Racial Equality) and S.O0.U.L. (
Southern Organization for Uni-
fied Leadership).

Newspapers have always
been used to tell the story of
a people, its aspirations and
history. A fact not lost on Rev.
Alexander as he speaks about
Data News Weekly giving a
slice of Black New Orleans and

Cover Story
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its importance and historical
significance, “As a historian of
my people, a history that is now
even more important as the
City is going through so many
changes right now; I can think
back when Data News Weekly
would cover the shows they
use to have at Mason’s, the
Dew Drop Inn and other places
around town. Then there were
things going on at churches
that they would cover, and all
the local sports with “Champ”
Clark and photos of ordinary
people doing extraordinary
things. Data News Weekly
was our place to celebrate and
reflect on ourselves and I am
glad to see it is still around tell-
ing our story for future genera-
tions.”

Data News Weekly:
Continues to Light the
Fire that Inspires a
Community Into Action
For now what is near-
ing five decades Data News
Weekly has given the citizens
of New Orleans news they
can use. “Data News Weekly
since the days of “Scoop”
Jones has been an inspiration
to our community and I take

August 25 - August 31, 2012

my hat off to Terry Jones to
continue in the tradition set
by his father,” says Don Hub-
bard. Many in the community
echo many of the same senti-
ments, Dyan “Mama D” Cole
says, “Data News Weekly is an
independent voice and it pro-
motes community and people
who are doing things such
for example features such
as the Trailblazer and other
outreach programs the paper
has done over the years; Data
News is one of a few papers
that still have their ear to the
streets and speak for the peo-
ple whose words are some-
times not heard.” Continuing
she says, “Scoop” was a man
who stood for principles and
values and the paper has con-
tinued to carry the torch he
lit with Data News Weekly 46
years later.

“Data News Weekly has
always been about support-
ing what’s fair and just,” says
Fred Johnson “It is my hope
that Data News Weekly is
around for another 100 years
fighting the righteous fight
and showing the best of Black
New Orleans.” As Data News
Weekly has moved into the

21st Century, Publisher Terry
Jones is committed to mov-
ing the paper into the next
generation, “We are presently
working to increase our web
presence and meeting people
where they are; and while we
are embracing technological
advances, our goal of being
‘The People’s Paper’ has not
changed.”

While many publications
have come and gone Data
News Weekly is forging ahead
in its mission started by its
founder Joseph “Scoop” Jones
and now in the able hands
of his son Terry Jones. “We
faced several challenges par-
ticularly after Hurricane Ka-
trina, but we endured and
became more relevant as a
paper giving people hope in
the darkest hour and keep-
ing them abreast of what was
going on in the City. And now
that people from New Orleans
are still spread out all over
the country, we will continue
to provide a newspaper that
serves our people and tell our
story; and on our birthday we
reflect on yesterday, today
and tomorrow for our City and
our community.”

Page 3
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“It is a paper that not only gives a pulse of the African- American community, and it not only looks at
the problems, but it also focuses on solutions and that is the one thing that | can say that has been a
constant in the Data News Weekly,” says Don Hubbard. (pictured back row left)
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Data News Weekly Presents
2011-2102 Trailblazers of the Month

Each month, Data News Weekly takes time out to honor those individuals on. We recognize them for their outstanding commitment to our community
who are doing extraordinary things in our community. Often times, with few re- and for their time and efforts to make New Orleans a better place for all, Data
sources, these dynamic persons make wonderful things happen for people who News Weekly says “Thank You” we salute and present to you, the Trailblazers
need a hand up, a leg up, an ear to listen, a voice to guide or just a friend to lean  of the Month.

ZAKENYA PERRY
Dedicatedto Making It Right

Zakenya Perry is a woman whose life has | you also learn about yourself in the process.”
been committed to uplifting her community. This was tested in the aftermath of Hurricane
Perry holds a Master’s Degree in Organization- | Katrina when Zakenya, who purchased a home
al Management and for over a decade, has con- | located in the Lower Ninth Ward two months be-
nected resources to those who are most needy. fore the storm, saw her house washed away as

In her years of working in the community she | the water came pouring in destroying her home.
has assisted people of all ages. She has worked | But this did not stop her will to rebuild, and to
with Operation Reach, a program committed | coin a phrase, ‘Make It Right’ she began to re-
to helping young people through tutoring and | build the pieces of her life while helping others
mentoring; she has also worked with Commu- | in the ravaged Lower Ninth Ward. “It was a very
nity in Schools, the NFL Boys and Girls Cluband | trying time for me helping people while I too
with the Brad Pitt “Make It Right Foundation”. | was in need, but it was a time all of us had to be
“All of these organizations are aimed at helping | strong for each other and that is one of the amaz-
people this gives me a great feeling, but I have | ing things about the people in New Orleans; our
also grown through giving to others,” says Perry. connectedness in knowing we all were deter-
Continuing she says, “I have found that in giving | mined to put our lives back together.”

KIMBERLY RIVERS ROBERTS
Wading In the Water

Kimberly Rivers-Roberts is someone who | lives after a tragedy.”
has used her gifts to uplift her community and During the days of Hurricane Katrina, Rob-
become a voice for the people of her embattled | erts helped save the lives of people in the Lower
City. Many have become familiar with her story | Ninth Ward capturing footage of this horrific
as the star and heroine of “Trouble the Water,” event with a hand held video camera, she says
the Oscar nominated documentary and winner | of the tumultuous days, “It was a rough time and
of the 2008 Sundance Film Festival Grand Jury | we were suffering; so we simply did what we
Prize. The film is executively produced by Actor, | had to do not thinking of ourselves as heroes it
Activist and Humanitarian Danny Glover. was just about all of us trying to stay alive.”

The film chronicles the life of Roberts and The success of the movie has catapulted Rob-
her husband Scott Roberts and their lives dur- | erts into worldwide fame; she has traveled the
ing and after Hurricane Katrina, “After leaving | world talking about the story of her life and of
New Orleans we were in Alexandria, Louisiana | her native City. “As I travel the world people al-
and I saw these people filming and begin to talk | ways ask how is New Orleans,” says Roberts.
to them not knowing that it would be something | Continuing she says, “I tell them we are rebuild-
that would change my life,” says Roberts “This | ing and that we are a strong, beautiful and resil-
movie was not only my story but it was all our | ient people and we will rebuild, that is just who
stories of overcoming obstacles to rebuild our | we are we can weather any storm.”
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Trailblazers

Eugene Green Jr. is a person who is steeped
in the spirit of positivity in his business and civic
life. He has been a successful businessman for
over two decades and served as the head of
the Division of Economic Development dur-
ing Marc Morial’'s Administration overseeing
many projects that added to the City’s bottom
line. Today even in the aftermath of Hurricane
Katrina he sees a City ripe for opportunities
for small business persons. “New Orleans is a
City because of the lack of businesses owned by
African-Americans I see opportunities because
there are many services that we utilize that can
be filled by African-American businesses enter-
ing into the mix,” says Green.

As the City and the nation has seen a crisis as

Nakina Eugene epitomizes the 21st Century
woman. Early in life she was determined to be
a success first graduating from Xavier Univer-
sity Preparatory School as the Salutatorian in
2001. Then Nakina was honored as the first re-
cipient of the Arnold and Hazel Donald Scholar-
ship Award. As a Donald Scholar, Miss Eugene
received a full scholarship to Carleton College
in Northfield, Minnesota. She was the only
African-American to major in Chemistry in her
classification.

After graduating Carleton College, she enrolled
in Tulane University School of Public Health and
Tropical Medicine, where she focused on Com-
munity Health Sciences. Graduating “magna cum
laude”, she received her Master’s Degree in Pub-
lic Health. “Helping people is my passion and is
an extension of my Christian faith to help those
that are in need,” says Ms. Eugene.

August 25 - August 31, 2012

EUGENE GREEN
The Business of Giving

it relates to urban Black males Green is on the
frontlines in helping to eradicate the problems
of hopelessness that plague so many youths to-
day. “I work with the Boy Scouts and my church,
and I also coach young kids because I recognize
that being a positive force for change is impor-
tant to give young people the tools they need to
be successful, “says Green. “Sometimes it may
be as simple as encouraging a young person to
believe in themselves to overcome their fear of
failure and become a success.”

Eugene Green is a man who has been a suc-
cess in education, family, business and his civic
activities. He is an example of what the best of
New Orleans has to offer, giving selflessly of
himself to the betterment of his City.

NAKINA EUGENE
Inspiration for the Next Generation

Miss Eugene has done extensive work with
the Louisiana Office of Mental Health and she
also coordinated the Family Involvement En-
hancement Project (FIEP) at the Louisiana Chil-
dren’s Museum. The FIEP focuses on empow-
ering special needs families through trainings,
which enhances their leadership, support, and
communication skills.

Nakina plans to continue her work with spe-
cial needs families through Parents United for
Children’s Mental Health, a non-profit that she
is establishing with several parent leaders.

On her being Miss Black Louisiana and the
meaning of beauty she says, “I feel true beau-
ty is more an inner than outer thing, it is how
you treat people, it is what you give to your
community and how you uplift others and that
is what I am trying to present as Miss Black
Louisiana.”

Page 5
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SEPTEMBER 24, 201 1

Justice for All

He is a man who has dedicated his life to ser-
vice. Calvin Johnson is a man who in his profes-
sional as well as civic life strives to enrich the
lives of others. Johnson is a retired Criminal
District Court Judge and he is also a Law Profes-
sor at Loyola University. He says that education
is important in uplifting the youth of today and
thinks a more holistic approach to dealing with
young people is essential to making them pro-
ductive citizens.

As many simply diagnose problems, John-
son is someone who is on the frontlines offer-
ing solutions. He serves on several boards and
works to help eradicate some of the things that
lead people to lives of crime and vice. He runs
a company called Metropolitan Human Service
District that offers a variety of services in Or-
leans and neighboring parishes. “We are hands-
on and anytime someone calls they can speak
to someone, we offer mental health counseling,

OcTOoBER 29, 201 1

SULA EVANS
Inside the Soul of a Survivor

The October 2011 trailblazer Sula Evans is a
spirit filled sister who is a breast cancer survivor
and now uses her life example to light the path of
darkness in the lives of women. Sula Evans truly
encapsulates the strength of the Black woman
and is continuing her life calling and mission to
give back.

Evans is a woman whose life focuses on the
empowerment of women as she is an advocate
of holistic health and wellness and the empow-
erment of women around the globe. She is the
founder of Na'Zyia Doula Collective. Na'Zyia in
Swahili means a mother’s love, Sula enthusiasti-
cally talks about how it has empowered women
and giving them a better understanding and ap-
preciation of natural childbirth, After one year in
training and 700+ hours in delivery rooms the
Na'Zyia Doula Collective has become certified
as the first Doula Collective of Color in the State
of Louisiana.”

Sula Evans is also a successful entrepreneur,
as the co-owner of King and Queen Emporium,
a company that sells natural bath and body prod-

CALVIN JOHNSON

help with substance abuse, transitional housing
and a host of other services.”

Johnson also sits on several other boards, one
of which is Liberty’s Kitchen, a social entrepre-
neurship program aimed at steering youth in the
right direction. He also is the Board President of
Youth Empowerment Project (YEP).

Calvin Johnson is a man who is committed
to making his City and the world a better place.
Continuing to give he is a man on a mission, “
The true joy in life and prosperity is about being
able to share yourself with other people and in
turn gain from that sharing,” remarks Johnson
on what constitutes a good life. He is a man that
is at a stage in his life he calls the third-thirty and
he looks at it as an opportunity to do what he
loves, and that is to serve and work for Justice
for All. And today we honor Calvin Johnson as
the Data News Weekly Trailblazer for Septem-
ber of 2011.

uct, handmade incense and other organic prod-
ucts. “I feel that a more organic way of living
is important in our community and we should
work harder to promote healthy living for the
mind, body and soul.”

As a woman who has dedicated her life to
giving and in the prime of her life she received
news that would alter her life and challenge her
like never before in what would literally become
a fight for her life. Sula received the shocking
news that she had breast cancer. Giving advice
to other woman who

may not have been to the doctor or women
who have been diagnosed with breast cancer
she says, “We are too afraid to be tested or
do not have insurance, but if you can please
check out free programs, don’t let lack of in-
surance and other things get in the way of the
help you may need that can save your life.”
During the Month of October which is Na-
tional Breast Cancer Awareness Month, we
honor Sula Evans, a survivor who continues
to inspire others.
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PASTOR
CRISPUS

GORDON
Food ForThe Soul

He is a man who is a
spiritual leader and one
who is leading a church
with roots in civic involve-
ment. As Pastor of New
Zion Baptist Church, that
was once led by the great
Dr. Rev. A.L. Davis Jr. who
was a beacon light in the
community during the
Civil Rights Movement.
Today the church still
stands at the corner of
Third and LaSalle Street
where the vision is still the
same, helping to uplift a
community.

Pastor Gordon in his
many years in the ministry
has always been dedicated
to using the pulpit for so-
cial good.

As young people espe-
cially, young males, are
absent from the pews and
are disillusioned about
civil action, Pastor Gordon

is on the frontlines trying
to address this issue. “I
feel there is a disconnect
and we are all to blame,
we have not passed on the
legacy of struggle in a pos-
itive way to young people
about the heroes of the
past and making them re-
alize the opportunities and
access they have and that
many of the things they do
today were not always pos-
sible,” says Gordon.
Pastor Gordon is an
inspiration and gives
his recipe for the quali-
ties necessary for a life
dedicated to service. He
is marching on in the
struggle in his mission to
serve God and humanity.
And for his service and
commitment he has been
selected as the Data News
Weekly Trailblazer for the
month of November.

Trailblazers
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The Arts-On Fire NOLA hosts “Arts and Mingle”

August 25 - August 31, 2012
Each month The Arts-On Fire NOLA hosts “Arts
and Mingle”. This innovative idea provides the com-

munity with an opportunity to experience the talent
of local artists, both new and seasoned, in efforts to
shed light on underrepresented artists and art forms.
“Arts and Mingle” creates an environment for artists
and performers of all ages to cultivate their talents,
and provides a launch pad through events, produc-

Erica Durousseau, Glenn St. Patrick (featured artist),
Wilbert Curtis

Photos and story by Raghan Durousseau

tions and exhibits that provide maximum exposure
for individuals who are interested in pursuing a ca-
reer and life in the arts, and keeping the community
aware of art-related movements. This month’s event
was held at the House of Blues’ Foundation Room.
Featured artist Glenn St. Patrick unveiled original
paintings as guests experienced the silky sounds of
local artist Mykia Jovan while sipping on complimen-

Paintings by Glenn St.
Patrick

Mingling while enjoying the art

tary cocktails and sampling the Foundation Room’s
five star menu.

The Arts-On Fire NOLA gives the community a
unique cultural experience through the power of
Art. Founded in 2008 The Arts-On Fire is an orga-
nization dedicated to increasing awareness of all art
forms. Tickets to monthly events can be purchased at
thearts-onfire.org or by phone at 504-710-5217.

“Congratulations DATA NEWS WEEKLY on your 46th ANNIVERSARY and CELEBRATION.”
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Do you have both Medicaid and Medicare?

Are you getting the extra
benefits you deserve?

Extra benefits like:

Did you know?

v/ Vision coverage You don'’t have to be 65, but

v/ Dental coverage isaavayEv il you do need to have Medicare
Premium

ve Prescription drug coverage to join a Peoples Health plan.
v Transportation to doctor’s appointments  ERvAS coverage could start

v/ Fitness center membership as early as next month.

«.and much, much more!

Find out about the extra benefits available with Peoples Health.
If you have Medicare and Medicaid, call today.

T HeALTH| 1-800-398-5672

24 hours a day, 7 days a week (TTY:711)

Si prefiere discutir sus opciones en espanol,
favor de llamar 1-800-226-4290.

www.peopleshealth.com

The benefitinformation provided hereinis a brief summary, nota comprehensive description of benefits. For more information contact the plan. Individuals
must have both Part A and Part B to enroll. You must live in the plan service area and continue to pay your Medicare Part B premium unless otherwise
paid for under Medicaid or another third party. Benefits may change on January 1,2013. Peoples Health Secure Health (HMO SNP) is a Coordinated Care
plan with a Medicare Advantage contract but without a contract with the Louisiana Medicaid program. H1961_12PHSHPA_CMSApproved12202011
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Seven Years After Katrina

Inside the Diary of a Survivor

Edwin Buggage
Editor-in-Chief

It has been seven years since
our City faced the disaster of Hur-
ricane Katrina and its aftermath
that left a City scarred and a skel-
eton of itself with an uncertain
future. In these seven years the
City has become better for some
and worse for others depending
upon your vantage point. After
the storm some said that the City
would become smaller, richer and
whiter. And our former Mayor Ray

Nagin caused a stir by making
controversial remarks that New
Orleans will be a Chocolate City
in response to those who feared
African-American will not be able
to return to the City. After Katrina,
problems of race and class have
become central in many of the
issues facing the City moving for-
ward. Today the City is at a cross-
roads where it must ask itself how
the people of this great City can
find a way to co-exist and share
power.

Today New Orleans is seeing
rapid change. And while the City
is still majority African-American
many of the institutions and neigh-
borhoods are under assault either
through plans that do not include
working class Blacks in the area of
housing, or a school system that’s
become a petri dish for disaster
capitalism. Or the state attempting
to shut down SUNO, one of our
great institutes of higher learning

CONGRATULAIONS DATA NEWS WEEKLY

ON YOUR 46TH ANNIVERSARY,

Clerk, Civil District Court
Honorable Dale N. Atkins

“You are truly “The People’s Paper” with your dedication on to
our community. You keep us in touch with what is happening with
our people throughout the United States and you give support to all
of the local organizations who are helping us to rebuild our City,
help our young Black men, our homeless, and all of our children.
You are a VOICE for the voiceless. Thank you Terry Jones and
Data News Weekly.”

Sincerely,

Honorable Dale N. Atkins

that for over a half a century been
the gateway to the middle-class for
countless African-Americans, but
Whites are not the only one point-
ing fingers and placing blame.
There also is a chorus of African-
Americans who contend that New
Orleans is becoming a City where
carpetbaggers infest our commu-
nities and exploit or simply do not
understand the City and its cul-
ture, history or significance when
they have plans of what the City
should be and that they are in fact
doing more harm than good.
While I contend that change is
a good thing, for this City because
before Hurricane Katrina the City
had many problems that needed
to be addressed. But the question
now for the City is who controls
what and how people who have
lived in these communities have
a voice in how it’s rebuilding and
redeveloping? This is one of the
questions in this strange tale of
two cities. Where certain parts
of town are bastions of develop-
ment, while others lie as areas
where blight and under develop-
ment is seemingly acceptable.
And that a city government con-
tinues to allow certain neighbor-
hoods to look the same way they
did seven years ago as havens for
vermin, filth and toxicity.

LE ROUX'S

$6 SOULFOOD LUNCH SPECIALS

And it seems not coincidentally
many of these areas are inhabited
by African-Americans. Moving for-
ward we cannot continue to allow
this to be the case in a City that
prides itself as a first-class desti-
nation for tourists, but allow itself
to continue to have Third World
conditions only a few miles from
the places they go to enjoy the
City. While it is great that conven-
tions and even the Super Bowl will
be in New Orleans in 2013, what
does that mean for people living in
neighborhoods with high amounts
of blight and lack of jobs that pay
a living wage? What does it mean
for those who have to send their
children to failing inferior schools
staffed by inexperienced teachers
or live in neighborhoods where
crime is rampant and police and
law enforcement is ineffective?

But on a positive note this City
has come a long way since be-
ing 80% under water. There are
pockets of progress that one can
easily see all over the City. There
is a spirit among some that are
working together and are perse-
vering rebuilding their homes
and their lives. It is this resilience
of the people from all walks of life
that are native to the City whose
desire to return that’s fueled this
great recovery. Then there are

504-897-5445

LeRoux's Soul Food Kestaurant

"Home of the 56.00 Soul Food Lunch Special "

“For some of New Orleans Best Soul Food and
Seafood dishes ... Dine In or Take Out”

Delicious Homemade Greens

Seafood Platters and other dishes

1700 Louisiana Ave, (1 block off St Charles Ave)
Open weekdays - Monday - Thursday 10 am ‘til 3pm
Fridays - 10 am - 8:00 pm
Call 504-897-5445
wifi available

1700 LOUISIANA AVE

those pioneers who have come to
our great City during these seven
years, some volunteering their
time while others chose to stay
lending a helping hand and calling
New Orleans home, planting new
roots and their efforts are to be
welcomed and commended.

And as I traveled both inside
and outside the U.S. I find people
are still concerned about our City.
And as an eternal optimist I always
tell them the City is coming back,
but I remind them there is still a
lot of work to do. I tell them there
is more than just the Lower Ninth
Ward that still looks as devastated
as it did seven years ago. As I look
at my City I see hopefulness and
hopelessness dance a strange
tango every day, but I remain posi-
tive that my City will experience a
renaissance that will create a City
that can have not just a culture
that has the enviable distinction as
one of the world’s most interesting
cities to visit. But I hope to see a
day where the City can have an
expanded middle-class and all of
its citizens can dine at the table of
prosperity. Where a City can have
first-class schools for all of its chil-
dren and a City can be safe from
crime and free of criminals. Also I
hope to see the classism and rac-
ism in the City disappear and this
City can truly become
one New Orleans united
in making it a better place
to live for everyone. And
I feel these are problems
created by humans and
the solutions also lie in
our hands. It is time to
build bridges of under-
standing, and it is also a
time for a City in its re-
building to be able to bal-
ance and embrace change
while celebrating and
preserving what makes it
special and if this happens
New Orleans will not only
survive it will thrive.
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By MG Calla Victoria
Data News Columnist

There are many garden themes
that come to mind when deciding
on a landscape design for a gar-
den. There are Japanese garden
themes, cottage gardens, and
now one of the most popular gar-
den designs is the Biblical Gar-
den which showcases the plant
material mentioned in the Bible.

Biblical Gardens expose us to
rare and unique botanical speci-
mens like Henna (Lawsonia iner-
mis, also called mignonette tree),
the Myrrh Tree (MIPHORA AF-
RICANA) from where the bitter
herb Myrrh is extracted, Frank-
incense Tree (BOSWELLIA SA-
CRA FluecCOMKkiger) “Frankin-
cense” (COPAL FAMILY) which
was presented to the Holy Family
by the Magi; Mandrake the plant
that Leah traded to Rachael for a
one-night stand with Jacob, Hys-
sop which were the branches the
children of Israel dipped in lambs
blood and spread it on the doors
before they were led out of bond-
age in Egypt, and Flax-what linen
is made of.

The best thing about a Biblical
Garden you don’t have to waste a
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Master Gardener’s Corner

lot of time trying to figure out what
plant material to buy, everything
you need is written right there in
the good book. I dedicated a sec-
tion of my garden as a Biblical
Garden. There I planted grape-
vines because Jesus changed wa-
ter to wine (John 2:1-11), an olive
tree because the dove brought
Noah back an olive branch indi-
cating dry land had been found
(Genesis 8:11), a fig tree as Adam
and Eve covered themselves with
fig leaves; wheat because in one
of Joseph’s dreams his brothers’
bails of wheat bowed down to
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Life
Health

Auto-Liability

Homeowners

Commercial Property
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Biblical Garde

his which was a prophecy of him
becoming the governor of Egypt,
(Genesis 37:7), Pomegranate (Pu-
nica granatum) (Song of Solomon
7:12) and cucumber (Cucumis
melon) mentioned in (Numbers
11:5), just to name a few.

Planting a Biblical Garden is
quite rewarding, informative, and
connects us to those ancients who
thousands of years ago planted
and harvested many of the very
plants that we enjoy today. For
most of them however the plant-
ing of certain crops were a neces-
sity for their very existence, as

there were no supermarkets back
then. Speaking of which many
savvy residents are reverting
back to planting their own crops
as food prices are skyrocketing.
I paid $5 for a gallon of milk last
week, which got me to wondering
what permits I might need to se-
cure to have cow in my back yard.
Urban farming is fast becom-
ing the norm and not the excep-
tion for many households. If you
would like to learn more about
Urban Farming, Master Garden-
ers of New Orleans (MGGNO) in
conjunction with the LSU AgCen-
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ter will be holding a Symposium
on Septemberl5, 2012, from 9:30
AM-1:00 PM at the Dominion Au-
ditorium at Audubon Zoo. This
fun and informative event will
focus on Building and Maintain-
ing a Fall Edible Garden, Raising
Chickens in an Urban Area, Bee
Keeping in an Urban Area, and
Nutritious Meals fromYour Fall
Garden. Registration is $15 per
person, which includes lunch. I
hope to see you there. For further
information on the Symposium or
questions about how to become
a Master Gardener, direct your
questions to info@mggno.com

We are currently in the pro-
cess of upgrading our website,
once completed you will be able
to submit your gardening ques-
tions directly to me, and you will
be able to click on my Gardening
Tip of the week. If you would like
to have your garden featured as
Data’s Garden of the week email
photos of you and your garden to
datanewseditor@bellsouth.com,
print Garden of the Week on sub-
ject line.

Remember, never be too busy
to stop and enjoy the beautiful
flowers.
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25th Anniversary of the New Orleans
UNCF Walk for Education!

2012 marks the 25th anniver-
sary of the New Orleans UNCF
Walk for Education! UNCF invites
you and your family to celebrate
this milestone as we raise funds to
help Louisana students get to and
through college!

Each year, the Walk for Edu-
cation attracts thousands of stu-
dents, parents, educators and
community members who believe
that education is a priority for ev-
eryone. The Walk for Education is
the premier education run in New
Orleans each year, filled with en-
tertainment, great food, activities
and even a fewsurprise guests!

So, lace up a pair and join us
this year! Form a team, join a
teamor just register yourself on-
line. Corporate sponsors, team
captains and volunteers can get
involved, too!

The 25th Anniversary New Or-
leans UNCF Walk for Education is
a great event for a great cause. Let

your friends, family, co-workers
and neighbors know about this
event by clicking the Facebook
and Twitter buttons below!

3666 unassigned Word Count =

Sen. Landrieu, Rep. Richmond
and Mayor Landrieu Announce
$23.8M for Hurricane Recovery

U.S. Senator Mary L. Landrieu,
D-La., chair of the Homeland Se-
curity Appropriations Subcommit-
tee, New Orleans Mayor Mitch
Landrieu and Congressman Ced-
ric Richmond, D-La., recently an-
nounced $23.8 million in federal
funding for hurricane recovery
efforts in Louisiana. The money
from these grants will go toward
the Jackson Barracks, Lakefront
Airport, Charity Hospital and the
Sewerage and Water Board of
New Orleans (SWBNO). These
grants are provided by the Fed-
eral Emergency Management
Agency (FEMA) Public Assis-
tance Program.

T UNCF

A mind is a terrible
thing to waste®

“It’s been a long road to re-
covery for New Orleans,” Sen.
Landrieu said. “Though it has
been seven years since that di-
sastrous hurricane season, we
must not forget those who are
still struggling to return to nor-
mal. This funding brings us clos-
er to providing our residents,
hospital patients, and National
Guard with the services and fa-

Trailblazers

cilities they need and deserve.”
“These federal dollars are im-
portant steps forward in repair-
ing the City of New Orleans wa-
ter distribution system that was
substantially damaged follow-
ing Hurricane Katrina,” Mayor
Mitch Landrieu said. “Providing
safe drinking water and protect-
ing homes from flooding are
basics of government that ben-

efit every citizen and business
in New Orleans. We are mak-
ing progress every day and will
continue to work with FEMA to
identify new eligible funding for
Sewerage and Water Board re-
pairs.”

“Funding announced today is
critical to the full restoration of
New Orleans,” Rep. Richmond
said. “Today’s announcement is a
reminder that, while we still have
much work to do, we are making
great strides in bringing much
needed funding back home. Re-
pairs to our military base, airport
and hospital are a necessary in-
vestment in our residents and
in our vision for progress as we
strive to rebuild and revitalize the
city of New Orleans.”

For the complete list of grants
included in the appropriation visit
Rep. Cedric Richmond’s website
at http://richmond.house.gov.

GEROD STEVENS
Giving the People a Voice

On the airwaves of WBOK 1230AM in the
early morning drive to work there is a man
who opens up the lines to give the citizens of
the City a voice. This man is one who is dedi-
cated to serving his community and being a
positive force for change. The Data News
Trailblazer for the month of January is none
other than WBOK’s Program Director Gerod
Stevens.

For over two decades he has called New
Orleans home after moving from his native
North Carolina. In his time in the New Or-
leans he’s worked in radio and says it is an im-
portant part of giving voice to the aspirations
of a community.

One of the issues that is close to the heart
of Stevens is the plight of African-American
males, he says sometimes he is asked why
saving them or caring for them is important, “I
realize so many of our young people are faced

with choices in life and sometimes they make
bad decisions, but we must be able to find a
way to restore hope in them and give them
second chances and opportunities to be suc-
cessful in society and secondly it could have
easily been me,” says Stevens.

When you listen to his show Gerod Ste-
vens is about empowering a community
whether it’s economically, politically, educa-
tionally or any other way, he is on the front-
lines sounding the alarm and opening up the
lines so people can have a voice. He is the
man people wake up to every morning, and
in turn his show is a wake-up call to the com-
munity. He is a voice in the community that
matters and he gives voice to those who do
not sometimes have a voice, a forum where
they can be heard by the world. And for his
contribution we award him our Trailblazer
Award for the Month of January 2012.
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Voter Suppression Could Kill
Black Americans’ Dream

By Yussuf Simmonds
Special to the NNPA

Black leaders say that we must
fight voter disenfranchisement
and not let it deny us the gains
made via the Voting Rights Act of
1965 that was passed almost 50
years ago.

The right to vote is a constitu-
tional right. The Voting Rights Act
(VRA) that was signed into law
on August 6, 1965 was designed
to protect individuals who were
denied the right to vote based on
their race or prerequisite qualifi-
cations such as literacy tests, poll
tax and/or having a photo ID card.
What the VRA actually did was: it
enfranchised millions of minority
voters whose right to vote had
been curtailed by jim crow laws.
That landmark legislation became
the great equalizer, and it brought
about the legal end of discrimina-
tory practices of voter disenfran-
chisement. It was a victory for

justice and for all Americans.

However, there is a movement
today to re-institute those dis-
criminatory practices. In the last
year, several states have passed
laws that would suppress/curtail
the voting rights of minorities, the
elderly, youthful and disabled vot-
ers; and other states have similar
laws pending. It amounts to the
same old jim crow by another
name and the Rev. A. Sharpton is
leading the fight across the coun-
try to stop those who would turn
back the clock to the “bad” old
days.

In Los Angeles, to take the
voter suppression message to
the Western Baptist State Con-
vention, Rev. Sharpton spoke to
the Sentinel. He said, “The voter
suppression that we are witness-
ing through the voter ID laws and
ending early voting are designed
to re-introduce jim crow to the
electoral process. This is the most

serious threat to voter rights that
we have seen in 47 years since
(President) Lyndon Johnson
signed the Voting Rights Act, and
one of the reasons that National
Action Network (NAN) and I
are committed to turning them
around — these laws — and to have
people prepare to fight for this, is
that it could not only cost us this
election, it could cost us our right
to vote period.

“And we are galvanizing around
the country because this is a seri-
ous fight and it will not only deter-
mine if (President) Barack Obama
would be reelected, but it will also
determine whether we remain a
significant part of the electorate.
People need to understand the se-
riousness of this issue.”

Actually voter suppression is
the latest ruse in a series of acts
that have reared its ugly head
since 2008 since President Barack
Obama won the election. Those

Trailblazers

acts include, but are not limited
to, the birther movement and the
tea party, and now the subtle sup-
pression of voters’ rights in the
form of voter IDs.

“There is no doubt about it; it is
a continuation and an extension of
the tea party and others who want
to turn back the clock. It is also
an attempt for them to eliminate
our voting strength. They can
have a fight without our hands be-
ing handcuffed behind our backs.
And I think a lot of us are sleeping
through the most significant chal-
lenge to our being able to protect
ourselves that I have seen in a
long time. We must have a sense
of urgency and a sense of crisis
about this.”

An NAACP report titled ‘The
Hidden Swing Voters: Impact of
African Americans in 2012’ re-
vealed that due to a significant
increase in voting, African Ameri-
cans tipped the 2008 presidential

election outcome in the swing
states of North Carolina, Virginia,
Indiana and Florida. Part of Rev.
Sharpton’s jobs is to re-energize
the electorate as was done in
2008.

He continued, “They must be
energized even more than (they
were) in 2008 to continue to fight
... we cannot win one round and
think that the fight is over. They
(the right wing) started the night
ofthe inauguration ... they started
planning how they were going to
undermine the President and all
of us. Many of us celebrating the
inauguration for a year while they
were plotting and the results are:
we lost the House of Representa-
tives to the right wing. We cannot
afford to lose any more elections
because of the principles and the
interests that we represent... and
we certainly cannot afford to not
have the right to vote.”

EDDIE COMPASS

A Man of Compassion

Eddie Compass is a man whose image will be
torever etched in people’s minds as one of the true
heroes of Hurricane Katrina. As the then City’s Po-
lice Chief; his tough yet compassionate demeanor
gave a human face to what was going on in the City
during its darkest hour. During these tumultuous
times the world only caught a glimpse of this quiet
hero who throughout his over five decades of life
has dedicated his time to giving back.

“There were so many people who were instru-
mental in my success growing up people like Jerome
Smith who was a Mentor and Otis Washington
at St. Augustine High School,” remarks Compass.
Continuing he says of the importance of mentors, “I
teel that the most important time to impact some-
one’s life whether it is good or bad is when they are
young.”

Of the qualities he feels that are important to
have to be successful in any endeavor in life he says,
“Discipline and confidence are important things to
have in life,” he says. Harkening back to his youth he

remarks at what drives him to give back, “The foun-

dation of my life is reaching out to young people
with no ulterior motives than just to contribute and
make a difference and I just want to show people
that it is o.k. to give.” He also spends time at his
alma mater working with kids, “I am a volunteer
coach for St. Augustine High School doing strength
and conditioning and that puts me in contact with a
lot of young people; when I am working with these
kids you can see how they are touched that some-
one is spending time with them and truly care about
them; and I get a so much joy seeing these young
people become successful in life.” are young and I
feel because when they are young they can be more
easily influenced,” says Compass.

Eddie Compass is a man who is a compassionate,
caring individual and it showed as he was a bright
shining light during the darkest days for our City.
Today he continues in his mission where he lives
to give and giving the young people of the City a
helping hand and inspiration and for his service he
is being honored as the Trailblazer for the Month of
February of 2012.
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JERRELDA DRUMMER-SANDERS
Overcoming the Odds

She is a woman who has overcome many
hardships and setbacks in life and is an ex-
ample of someone whose known adversity and
now is dedicating her life to giving back. Jer-
relda Drummer-Sanders’ life story is filled with
multiple triumphs and overcoming overwhelm-
ing odds. “I tell my life story many times over
and if I had thought about it, the little engine
that would best describe me,” says Jerrelda.
Continuing she says, “I have overcome the
hardships of a difficult upbringing, unstable
household, teenage pregnancy; I was a victim
of youth violence, experienced the loss of my
older brother. In my life there was knockdown
after knockdown, but, I had the ability to get
back up. Now I have a story to tell and my tes-
timony is not hiding from the enemies which
are the negative things and obstacles that can
happen.” She continues, “Instead, I'm exposing
the enemy every chance I get and knowing that
overcoming is possible.”

Jerrelda’s life today is a picture of victory.
She’s is armed with words of positivity and en-
couragement and is an inspiration to those who

APRIL 28, 201 1

Rebuilding Hope

Latoya Cantrell is a woman whose name
has become synonymous with service. Ever
since arriving in New Orleans from her native
Los Angeles as a student at Xavier University
she’s been dedicated to giving back.

She feels that one does not have to wait to
serve their community and that all it takes is a
spirit of selflessness and that quality is within
all our reach and is our duty, “I think it is all of
our personal obligation to improve the quality
of life of all people because it makes our City a
better place to live for everyone.”

Presently, she is the President of the Broad-
moor Improvement Association, a post she
has held since 2004. While she and her hus-
band had their choices of many areas of the
city Latoya felt she wanted to reside in an area
where she could make a positive impact.

In addition to her duties as President of the
Broadmoor Improvement Association Latoya
Cantrell is committed to volunteer service as
Vice Chair of the Broadmoor Charter School
Board, Board Member of the Salvation Army

have the chance to meet her. She is a mother
and grandmother and is the founder of Moth-
er’s Helpers, a mentoring program and full ser-
vice learning center for youth ages 9 thru 17.
“I remember when I was this age and trying to
find myself and my path in life; when I looked
around, I saw so many kids not getting what
they needed so I created Mother’s Helpers to
fill that void and provide support for young
people,” says Sanders.

In addition to running Mother’s Helpers, she
is the founder of New Orleans East Women of
Action and the owner of DrumSands Publish-
ing, where she publishes her own work and is
looking to expand her company and begin to
publish the work of other authors. She says her
love for writing began at an early age and has
been therapeutic. She feels that young people
can benefit by putting their thoughts down on
paper.

Jerrelda has been recognized by WWL-TV
as a Quiet Hero and now as a New Orleans
Data News Weekly Trailblazer of the Month
for March, 2012.

LATOYA CANTRELL

of Greater New Orleans, Arts Council Com-
mittee of Greater New Orleans, Neighbor-
hood Partnership Network, 4-H Foundation
of Louisiana, Smart Growth Louisiana and
the National Association of Bench and Bar
Spouses.

Latoya continues to be a force for change in
the City and has been recognized in her post-
Katrina recovery efforts as a Restore America
Hero by the National Trust of Historic Preser-
vation, Young Leadership Council Role Model
2007, New Orleans Magazine People to Watch
2006 and Gambit Weekly’s 40 Under 40. Prior
to Katrina, she was recognized by the Mayor
of the City of New Orleans as a Neighborhood
Knight for her community service efforts. A
woman full of humility she says of these hon-
ors, “I appreciate being recognized for my
work, but the reason I serve my community
is because it is the right thing to do and it is
what I live for and my greatest reward is see-
ing Broadmoor recover and become an inspi-
ration for neighborhoods all over the City.
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The Laws of Giving
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PHILLIPS

He is a young man who has seen
much success in his young life and
is committed to giving back. Eusi
Phillps is a man on a mission to
save the City of his birth. “I have
been afforded a good life in this
City, my parents made many sacri-
fices for me laying a sound founda-
tion so I could be the best I could
be and now my goal is to give
back,” says Phillips.

As an Attorney, he’s worked in
the D.A’s. office and is now in pri-
vate practice as a founding partner
at Guillory, Johnson, Phillips and
Thompson. He is active in rebuild-
ing the City and his community. In
October of 2005 he was elected to
serve on the Board of Trustees of
the Broadmoor Improvement As-
sociation. Phillips also spearhead-
ed the “Be Heard Campaign” that
helped displaced citizens cast bal-
lots following Hurricane Katrina,

“I thought it was an important time
for our City and so many people
were not being heard in the dialog
that was going on in regards to the
future of the City,” says Phillips.

Eusi Phillips is a new type of ac-
tivist armed with business savvy,
dedicated to high achievement
and the will to give, he has been
recognized and for his work being
selected in 2008 to participate in
“Leadership in the 21st Century:
Chaos, Conflict and Courage,” a
program held at the John F. Ken-
nedy School of Government at
Harvard.

He is a young man that has
given so much in his short life
and continues to work to make his
City a better place, and for his ef-
forts Data News Weekly is proud
to name Eusi Phillips its monthly
Trailblazer for the month of De-
cember 2011

August 25 - August 31, 2012 Page 15

DATA CLASSIFIED

Call 504-821-7421 to
place your classified ad.

Mailboxes by Mark

You pay for the bricks or maybe you
have bricks already. You provide
the mailbox.

| will provide the cement, wood,
mortar, nails etc. You choose or
create the design. Prices vary
according to the design.

Contact: Mark (504) 723-7318

AVON \Sﬁic‘f’fiiﬁ
money?

The company forwomen | Can you use
some extra

cash? Try Avon!!l Avon is easy to
sell, no experience necessary.
It cost only $10.00 to start. You
can become your own boss or
just earn extra money. Whether
you are interested in purchasing
Avon products or becoming an
Avon Representative yourself, |
can assist you.

Call June - 504-606-1362

I will explain everything and help
you to get started.

Lighting THe Road To The Future

DATA NEWS WEEKLY
ANNIVERSARY
CELEBRATION AND GALA

Honoring our 2011 Trailblazers
Thursday, August 30, 2012

The Regency

PROMPT PROFESSIONAL
4639 Magazine Street

(located inside
Ace Cash Express)

Ask for LISA
CALL - 504-298-6407

Referral Fees and Register to win
up to $20,000.00 in cash.

Mention you saw the ad in
DATA NEWS WEEKLY

To receive a $25.00 discount
on your Tax Preparation.

This space
can be yours
for only $80

Call Now!
504-821-7421

3700 Downman Road
7:00 PM—11:00 P.M.
Featuring: Sharon Martin, Kermit Ruffins, Ed Perkins and Michael Ward
Donation $20.00 at the door
For more information Call (504) 821-7421




AVE THE DAY.
SAVE SOME GAS.

The all-new 2013 Chevrolet Malibu Eco

With 37 MPG highway, the all-new Chevy Malibu Eco lets
you save the day without emptying your wallet. And with
its aggressive styling and responsive handling, every
Jjourney promises to be a little more epic —whether you're
Zetting your kids to school on time or getting away for a
glamorous weekend. After all, it’s your life. Star in it.

1EPA estimated.




