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Honoring Teachers
As we conclude another school year, we see 

students taking a summer break and teachers 
getting a much needed rest as they prepare for 
the fall where they will again work hard teach-
ing our youth and giving them the tools they 
need to be successful in society. Often casti-
gated, underpaid and underappreciated for the 
work they do, but they are truly the unsung “ 
heroes” and “sheros” in our community. Re-
cently, New America Media through a grant by 
the Bill and Melinda Gates Foundation held an 

essay contest. Partnering with Ethnic Media 
and sponsoring contests in Atlanta, Memphis 
and New Orleans.

Contest Winners and 
Dedication to Education

At the New Orleans Public Library in New 
Orleans East, many of the participants, their 
teacher and families and Ethnic Media Part-
ners gathered for the award ceremony. The 
winners in the 14 to 18 year old category were 
(Winner) Tyrone Clay, (Honorable Mention) 
Carnisha Tassin, (Honorable Mention) Lon-
don Taylor and the Special Judges Award went 
to Yolanda Andrade. In the Adult Category 

(Winner) Juwanda Ford-Williams, (Honor-
able Mention) Arianne Dabney, (Honorable 
Mention) L’Issa Gates, (Honorable Mention) 
Jodacia Harrington. In the teacher in Memory 
Category, (Winner) Asali De Van Ecclesiastes, 
(Honorable Mention) Marie Agid, (Honorable 
Mention) Bertha Irons. The winners in the 
teenage and adult and the teachers they wrote 
about were awarded 500 dollars and the Teach-
er in Memory winner donated 500 dollars to a 
local school or charity.

During the event many of the winners and 
their teacher got up to speak. Maria S. George, 
the First Vice President of the Louisiana Re-
tired Teachers Association was the Keynote 

Center, Finalist Duana Parker (Teenage Category) L-R brother Haseem, Hakeem, 
father Duane Parker who won drawing for Ipad Mini, sister Nadja, teacher David 
Pierson and wife.

Winner (Teacher in Memory) Asali De Van Ecclesiastes, pictured with 
her family and Adinkra Nola Director Elizabeth Fletcher.
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Speaker and spoke about the im-
portance of teachers. Teenage 
category winner Tyrone Clay’s 
teacher Benjamin Davis spoke 
briefly about Tyrone’s work eth-
ic and how he has many great 
things to look forward to in his fu-
ture. Davis also donated his share 
of the prize to the furthering of 
Tyrone’s education. “I wanted to 
write about and give thanks to 
someone who helped inspire me 
and now I am doing the same 
working in education,” said Ari-
anne Dabney speaking of Teacher 
Mrs. Josline Frank who was in the 
audience. In her essay she said, 
“I had no plans and was secretly 
afraid.” But today she is a second 
year graduate student seeking to 
get her PhD in Counseling. This 
is just one of the many stories that 
were told during the ceremony.

Teaching is more than 
just a Job, it is a Calling

During Hurricane Katrina and 
its aftermath there were many 
people who went beyond the call 
of duty, truly becoming the face 
of selflessness. Doing whatever 

they had to do to contribute to the 
rebuilding of the City and its peo-
ple. Jodacia Harrington became a 
teenage mother while still in high 
school and could have easily be-
come another negative statistic. 
But it was her former business 
Teacher Derek Bardell who never 
gave up on her and never allowed 
her to give up on herself. “Being a 
teacher is more than just a job, it 
is a calling to make an impact on 
the lives of our young people, in 
the years I have done this type of 
work I have worked towards giv-
ing children who come from what 
some would consider disadvan-
taged backgrounds access to all 
the things those from more privi-
leged backgrounds have,” says 
Bardell. Today things are looking 
bright for Harrington who is a 
young mother of two and attend-
ing Delgado Community College.

The winners in the adult cat-
egory and Teacher in Memory 
are both professional writers, 
Asali De Van Ecclesiastes and 
Juwanda Ford-Williams. They 
both wrote touching essays, Ford-
Williams wrote about Mrs. Del-

phine Butler who was her first 
grade teacher. In her essay Ford-
Williams, who by this time had 
moved to New York and become 
a writer, received a package from 
Mrs. Butler and it was the book 
Ford-Williams made as a student 
in the first grade. In it there was 
a note that said, “I always knew 
you would do it.” Asali De Van 
Ecclesiastes, is a Writer and Ac-
tivist. In her essay she spoke of 
her sixth grade Teacher Mrs. Glo-
ria Humphrey Scott, speaking of 
her teacher she says she taught 
her and her classmates ancestral 
pride and human dignity, a qual-
ity today that Asali embodies and 
teaches others. She donated her 
prize money to Adrinka Nola, a 
school her son attends headed by 
Elizabeth Fletcher.

The Importance of 
Teaching and the 
Future of America

Throughout its storied his-
tory the U.S. has become a great 
country because of immigration 
and amending itself into become 
a more just and fair nation where 

more of its citizens could access 
the American Dream. In the con-
test several essays touched on 
these themes. Bertha Irons and 
Patricia Thomas, in addition to 
writing amazing essays gave his-
torical backdrops that charts the 
journey of African-Americans dur-
ing the Civil Rights Era. In her 
essay Ms. Thomas speaks of her 
fourth grade teacher Ms. Porshe 
in 1963-64 New Orleans. “Mrs. 
Porshe had the ability to make 
every student in her class feel 
unique and special,” she writes of 
her teacher. “She demanded that 
we treat each other with dignity 
and respect.” In her essay she re-
calls a day that America mourned 
when President Kennedy was 
assassinated where Mrs. Porshe 
shed tears and told her class what 
a great man he was and all the 
good things he had done and was 
going to do for Black people in 
America. This great woman was 
one of the reasons Ms. Thomas 
became an educator working for 
several decades teaching special 
education, speaking of her ca-
reer and Mrs. Porshe, she says, 

“I truly enjoyed teaching children 
and helping them overcome ob-
stacles and become successful in 
whatever they chose to pursue. 
After Hurricane Katrina I retired 
from teaching in the schools, but I 
have never ceased to be an educa-
tor, I still am dedicated to helping 
young people and I still think of 
the great impact Mrs. Porshe had 
on me.”

In Bertha Irons Essay she 
spoke of her teacher at Walter 
L. Cohen High School, Mr. Lee, 
who gave her the wings to fly by 
helping her enroll in Xavier Uni-
versity in the 1950’s. In her life 
she became a teacher and poured 
herself into the well of knowledge 
that many young people drank 
from during her time in the class-
room. Something she says she 
could have not done without the 
help of Mr. Lee. On this day Mr. 
Lee’s daughter was present at 
the event, with her and Ms. Irons 
meeting for the first time. Overall 
it was a day filled with emotion as 
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Having a Baby? Get the care you need.

Care
Helping Families and Communities Stay Healthy

Call LaCare at 1-888-913-0327 (TTY 1-866-428-7588) for more information 

about the Bright StartSM* program or log on to lacarelouisiana.com.

*The Bright Start program is available to LaCare members only.

Start Now for the Health of Your Baby

LaCare wants our mothers-to-be to have a healthy 

baby. Early prenatal care is the best way.

As soon as you learn you are pregnant, make an appointment to see a 

doctor. If you are a LaCare member, call us to share your good news, too.
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100 Black Men of America Convene in New Orleans
Photos by Glenn Summers

The organization of 100 Black Men of America held it’s 27th Annual Conference here last week-

end at the Hyatt Regency Hotel. Pictured are some highlights from the event.

1639 Gentilly Blvd. New Orleans, LA 70119 (504)942-0106 
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Photos by Vincent Sylvain
100 Black Men VIP Reception
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Cleary Office
504-252-4360

ORLEANS PARISH
Main Office
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First NBC Bank recognizes that a community based financial 
institution grows when it has professional and caring 
employees. We strive every day to supply the best banking 
services to each of our customers.

Majority local ownership allows us to cut through red tape and 
make decisions quickly when responding to our customers’ 
financial needs. The Bank’s flexible organizational structure 
affords our clients access to highly skilled and empowered 
bankers who are valued as trusted financial partners. And 
because we believe in open communication with customers, we 
will always encourage you to discuss your financial objectives 
and look for ways to implement them. First NBC Bank never 
stopped lending even during days of market instability. We’re 
recognized as one of the top lending and service related banks 
throughout the Crescent City and the Metropolitan Area. So, 
if you want to work with a bank that makes client services its 
primary concern, you know who you can turn to-First NBC 
Bank.

www.firstnbcbank.com         504-566-8000

First NBC Bank
Vice Chairman

Dr. Charles C. Teamer
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Pipeline to the People

Fondest Moments with Fathers
Question: Can you talk about the most memorable 

time with father and lessons of life learned?

Jennifer Carter 
“The fondest memory of my 

father, the late Alderman Greg-
ory Carter of St. Louis, Mis-
souri is when I graduated from 
Xavier University. I have never 
seen a bigger smile on his face. 
He said it was the best invest-
ment he had ever made, and I 
will never forget his tears of joy 
on that day.”

Tommy E. 
Curtain, Jr.

“My father’s name is Tom-
my E. Curtain, Sr. The most 
memorable time I had with 
my father is when I asked 
him “what made you marry 
my mother”? He told me that 
they didn’t both have a lot of 
money, but that he loved her. 
He said, “they believed that 
they could build together.” 
The lesson he taught me was 
that you can’t be afraid to 
start from the beginning and 
grow. It’s very important to 
be patient.”

Bre’Anna Jolliff
“My most memorable time with my fa-

ther, D’Broski Jolliff Sr., would have to be 
when my father took me out on a father/
daughter date. On the date, he taught me 
how I should use my silver wear correct-
ly, how to sit up without my elbows on 
the table, and always place the napkin in 
my lap. He as well taught me how a date 
should go and how a man should treat a 
lady. Experiencing all of this taught me 
to never settle for less, and have high 
standards not only for myself, but as well 
for the potential guys I was to encounter 
along the way. I really appreciate my dad-
dy alot & all he does for me. He makes 
this date yearly now & I always look for-
ward to each one of them.”

By Corey Anderson 
Data News Weekly Columnist

Carl Winslow. Archie Bunker. Nigel Thornberry. 
These are just a few examples of what one might point 
out to be something we call a father. But what exactly 
is a “father”? Although they are fictional characters, 
they exuded, to the entire world, the qualities that we 
consider to be of a great father: caring, watchful, pro-
tective, using brawn when necessary, and providing 
for his child(ren) to further their growth whether it 
be in a mental, physical, or spiritual aspect. However, 
some people neither have this father nor “cather fig-
ure” consistently or have never experienced these 
qualities from a person other than the woman in their 
lives. We tend to look at these individuals as deprived. 
However, this is why we give some of the strongest 
women in our lives the title of mother and father.

Due to the upcoming “Father’s Day” this week-
end, Data News Weekly wanted to talk about the 
most memorable time with your father and what 
you gained from it. Would you pass it on (since all 
lessons aren’t positive)? How did they affect your 
outlook on life?

Cover Story, Continued from page 3.

many in the audience was moved to tears 
several times during the ceremony.

A moment that left many weeping was 
a story of hope and inspiration for the 
future of America. When Bayron Chavez 
a high school student recently coming 
to this country from Honduras came up 
to the podium with his Teacher Ms. Ly-
nette Lopez. In his essay he likens her to 
an angel that God has put in his path to 
help him and also that she is more than a 
teacher, but a mother figure. He spoke to 
the audience in Spanish with Ms. Lopez 
translating wiping tears of joy and appre-
ciation from his face expressing the love 
he has for his teacher and for what he 
hopes to do in his new country.

Teachers are one of our society’s most 
valuable assets. This is something we 
sometimes take for granted, but it is time 
that we acknowledge, appreciate and re-
spect teachers for all the hard work they 
do. And as a country if we care about be-
ing competitive in the 21st Century then 
we as a nation must invest in education 
and teachers.

Honorable Mention (Adult 
Category) L’ Issa Gates.

New Orleans Data News Weeky Editor Edwin 
Buggage, Vivian Po, Education Beat Director New 
America Media and Vincent Sylvain, Publisher of the 
New Orleans Agenda.

Honorable Mention Adult Category winner Arianne 
Dabney with teacher Derek Bardell and Honorable 
Mention (Teacher in Memory) winner Bertha Irons.

Carnisha Tassin Honorable Mention 
(Teenage Category) pictured with 
her mentor Jessie.
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Statewide Lemonade Day 
Local Winners Announced

Lemonade Day 
Louisiana set 
for May 3, 2014 
next year

Last month, more than 
13,000 youth across Louisiana 
participated in the state’s third 
annual Lemonade Day on 
Saturday, May 4, 2013. Imme-
diately following Lemonade 
Day, participants are encour-
aged to submit their business 
results information via the 
Lemonade Day website. This 
form is used to properly docu-
ment how each participant 
tracked their business results. 
Winners will receive a gift 
basket from Raising Cane’s 
Chicken Fingers. Additionally, 
Junior Achievement of Great-
er New Orleans will honor lo-
cal winners at a special event 
at 4:30 p.m. on Tuesday, June 
11, 2013 at their headquarters 
located at 5100 Orleans Av-
enue in New Orleans. Lemon-
aders are already gearing up 
for Lemonade Day Louisiana 
2014, which is set to take place 
on Saturday, May 4, 2014. 

Winners for Statwide 
honors and also the 
New Orleans and 
Northshore markest 
are listed below.

Statewide Overall  
Top Producer
Name: Cultural Elite Dance 
Academy
Location: New Orleans, 
La (outside of the Jazz 
Festival)
Profit: $1597
Donation: $100 to Breast 
Cancer Research

New Orleans  
Top Producer
Name: Cultural Elite Dance 
Academy
Location: New Orleans
Profit: $1597
Donation: $100 to Breast 
Cancer Research
Best Business Plan
Name: Norman Price 
Wildcats

Location: New Orleans
Profit: $465
Donation: $100 to SPCA

Northshore
Top Performer
Name: Shane Barrow and 
Markus Demote
Stand: Pucker Up
Profit: $521
Donation: Metropolitan 
Center for Women and 
Children

Best Business Plan
Name: Myrisa Groggier
Stand: M&M’s Lemonade
Profit: $280
Donation: $80 to St. 
Jude’s Hospital 

Data News Weekly,  
a sponsor of Lemonade 
Day 2013, congratu-
lates all of the winners, 
and all those who par-
ticipated in the event!

Newsmaker
DATA CLASSIFIED
Call 504-821-7421 to 

place your classified ad.

This space 
can be 

yours for 
only $80
Call Now!

504-821-7421

 $$$ $$$ $$$ 
Do you need 
money?   

 Can you use 
some extra 

cash? Try Avon!!! Avon is easy to 
sell, no experience    necessary. 
It cost only $10.00 to start. You 
can become your own boss or 
just earn extra money. Whether 
you are interested in  purchasing 
Avon  products or becoming an 
Avon Representa�ve yourself,   I 
can assist you.                                        

Call June ‐ 504‐606‐1362  

I will explain everything and help 
you to get started. 

AVON  
The company for women 

Mailboxes by Mark 

You pay for the bricks or maybe you 
have bricks already. You provide 

the mailbox. 

 I will provide the cement, wood, 
mortar, nails etc. You choose or 
create the design. Prices vary          

according to the design.  

Contact: Mark (504) 723‐7318 

 

Authorities pulled a missing 
teacher’s car from a New Orleans 
bayou Saturday and police said 
there was a decomposed body 
inside.

Authorities couldn’t immedi-
ately say whether the body was 
Terrilyn Monette, who was last 
seen leaving a New Orleans bar 
not far from the bayou in the early 
morning hours of March 2. She 
would’ve had to cross the water-
way to get home.

Monette was a Long Beach, 
Calif., native who moved to Louisi-
ana to teach. Her family has been 
flying back and forth from Califor-
nia to look for her. They attended 
a prayer vigil Friday and appealed 
for FBI intervention, accusing the 
New Orleans Police Department 
of mishandling the case. The de-
partment has denied the accusa-
tions.

Monette’s mother, Toni En-
clade, was among the family 
members who came to the scene 
Saturday.

“I don’t understand why it took 
them so long to find her car,” En-
clade told The Times-Picayune. 
“This is supposedly one of the first 
places they would have checked. 

I’m just overwhelmed. It doesn’t 
make sense.”

Louisiana state Rep. Austin Ba-
don helped spearhead the search. 
He said he and a volunteer diver 
resurveyed the waterway and 
found the car.

“We decided to sonar this area 
again, and more heavily, and it got 
a hit,” Badon told The Associated 
Press.

A diver got into the water and 
found the car, which was covered 

with a film when it was pulled 
out. Badon described the body as 
“heavily decomposed.”

John Gagliano, the Orleans 
Parish coroner’s chief investiga-
tor, said he could not immediately 
tell if the body was a man or a 
woman. Gagliano told The Advo-
cate an autopsy will be performed 
Monday to determine the identity 

of the body and cause of death.
Monette was a second-grade 

teacher at Woodland West Ele-
mentary School in Harvey, which 
is located across the Mississippi 
River from New Orleans. She had 
come to Louisiana through a pro-
gram that recruits teachers to area 
schools and had been nominated 
for a teacher of the year honor.

After going to a bar, her friends 
left her at her car. They told police 
she planned to sleep before driv-
ing home. She left a parking lot 
about 5:15 a.m. and a traffic cam-
era captured her making a turn in 
New Orleans’ City Park.

Monette’s disappearance 
sparked a broad search han-
dled in part by the Texas group 
Equusearch. A number of cars 
were pulled earlier from Bayou 
St. John as part of the search, 
some of which had been reported 
stolen.

“Unfortunately it wasn’t what 
we were looking for in terms of 
finding here alive and well, but it 
does bring the family some clo-
sure,” Badon said.

Terrilyn Monette’s Car Found 
Decomposed Body Inside

MSC is an equal opportunity employer and a drug-free workplace.

Military Sealift Command is actively recruiting for all 
departments. For a complete list of positions, visit 
www.sealiftcommand.com. Call 888-278-3785 to 
speak with a recruiter or visit us at this upcoming event.

Seafarer Day
Tuesday, June 18, 2013
9:00 a.m. – 12:00 p.m.
Job 1 New Orleans
3400 Tulane Avenue
New Orleans, LA

Job security can be hard to find

unleSS you
work at MSC

Distribution Manager  
Position Available

Data News Weekly is seeking 
a Distribution Manager for our 
weekly newspaper distribution.  

The position requirements are:
•	 Must have a valid Louisiana driv-

ers license
•	 Must have a truck/van/SUV and 

must be insured.
•	 Must have a thorough knowledge 

of the City of New Orleans
•	 Work days are Thursday, Friday, 

Saturday, flexible schedule on 
those days.

This is a paid, Part-time Position.

Contact Terry at Data News 
Weekly to apply.   

(504) 821-7421

Terrilyn Monette



Odds of a child becoming a professional athlete: 1 in 16,000

Odds of a child being diagnosed with autism: 1 in 88

© 2012 Autism Speaks Inc. “Autism Speaks” and “It’s Time To Listen” & design are trademarks owned by Autism Speaks Inc. All rights reserved.

To learn more of  the signs of  autism, visit autismspeaks.org

No words by 
16 months.

No babbling by 
12 months.

Some signs to look for: 

No big smiles or other joyful 
expressions by 6 months.


