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Story by Edwin Buggage  

Poised for Victory
As Mary Landrieu came onto the stage on Election 

night she was surrounded by her supporters . Many 
of whom have worked with her and some who she’s 

helped in her many years as an elected official . Today 
she is in the battle for her political life against Republi-
can U .S . Congressman Bill Cassidy . In her acceptance 
speech she came out with both guns blazing and is-
sued a challenge to him to quit hiding and distorting 
her record as she challenged him to six debates in four 
weeks . During her fiery speech she began to contrast 

herself to Bill Cassidy, speaking of how she would be 
better suited to remain in office . 

Now a chorus of her supporters is out speaking 
on her behalf as we get closer to the all-important 
week of early voting that last from November 22nd 
- 29th and the election which will happen on Decem-
ber 6th . Her supporters are coming out in droves 

Louisiana State Representative from District 100 
Austin Badon

City Councilman-at-Large Jason Williams New Orleans businessman Wilbert “Chill” Wilson
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On the Cover: Left to right are: Actress Lynn Whitfield, Wilbert “Chill” Wilson, Joyce Wilson and Senator  Mary Landrieu on 
a  campaign stop at Mr . Chill’s Broadmoor Dogs and Sweet Pastries in support of small businesses . Photo by Edwin Buggage .
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trying to help her get re-elected . 
One of her many supporters is 
Louisiana State Representative 
from District 100 Austin Badon . 
Who’s been in the state house 
since 2003 . In addition to being 
a powerful legislator he is also 
known for his heroic efforts help-
ing find the body of school teach-
er Terrilynn Monette, a school-
teacher whose disappearance and 
death was a story that made na-
tional headlines in 2013 . Speaking 
of his several decades of knowing 
Landrieu and her effectiveness as 
the reason she should be re-elect-
ed he says, “I’ve known Mary for 
30 years and she has been good 
for everyone in this state and it is 
unfortunate that she is in a runoff . 
She should have won outright, but 
in the run-off election I hope that 
people can put party politics aside 
and go with the best person .”

Landrieu Has Bi-
Partisan Support

Speaking of how she is above 
partisanship Badon says, “Mary has 
done so much for the State of Loui-
siana and she doesn’t care whether 
people are Republican or Democrat 
or Independent . Her main focus is 
if you were a Louisianian then you 
could count on her . She has done 
so much in the areas of job creation 
and healthcare .” Continuing speak-
ing of some who did not vote for 
Landrieu in some instances because 
of their own narrow thinking who 
are voting against things that would 
benefit them, “I feel it is unfortunate 
that some of the people who voted 
for Cassidy and Maness, have made 
a decision that they would rather be 
broke and without health insurance 
than vote for a Democrat and support 
a Black President .”

Speaking of why he supports 
Mary Landrieu and why it is im-
portant for the citizens of Louisiana 
to re-elect her City Councilman-at- 
Large Jason Williams says, “Specifi-
cally in terms of the LA Senate race, 
I obviously support Mary Landrieu . 
We cannot and should not underes-
timate the value of her experience 
and seniority . We clearly need a 
larger democratic voter turnout 
in December . In addition we need 
thoughtful rational conservatives 
to vote their individual interest 
rather than this idea of a national 
party platform that does nothing to 
improve their quality of life . Repub-
licans and Democrats alike in this 
state should remember what Mary 
has done, and that results are more 
important than political allegiance . I 
think her representation of women 
is particularly valuable to this state . 
It would be a shame to lose her ex-
perience and perspective at such a 
critical time .  I am particularly excit-

ed to see Senator Landrieu embrac-
ing young people in this next phase 
of this race . The prospective and 
vote of the next generation is para-
mount to her success & the success 
of Louisiana .”

Turnout is Key for a 
Landrieu Victory

During the primary election 
there was a nationwide drop in vot-
ing numbers from 2012 as is expect-
ed in most mid- term elections, and 
in 2014 nationwide it is the lowest 
turnout for mid-term elections in 70 
years . But while turnout is still not 
high as when there is a Presidential 
race but when you compare 2010 
to 2014 Louisiana was the highest 

rated state in the country as far as 
seeing an increase in voter turnout . 
While the number was higher than 
in other states across the country, it 
will take a larger turnout particular-
ly among African-Americans to get 
Senator Landrieu re-elected . “I am 
pleased with the local election re-
sults, but obviously now it’s time for 
everyone to actually get on with the 
work of the people . On the national 
front, however, I was disappointed 
but not surprised . The low turnout 
was frustrating .  It is not enough to 
just vote in presidential elections . It 
is important to make sure the Presi-
dent has the support he needs in 
both Houses to move his progres-
sive agenda forward,” says New 

Orleans City Councilman-at-Large 
Jason Williams, who is a supporter 
of Mary Landrieu .

Owning multiple businesses and 
spearheading several local initia-
tives to empower citizens Wilbert 
“Chill” Wilson has become a voice 
of the voiceless . He has taken the 
reins of leadership in the com-
munity and making a difference 
in the lives of the citizens of New 
Orleans . A few days before the 
Primary Election Mary Landrieu 
made a campaign stop in support 
of small business that was covered 
by local and national media at Mr . 
Chill’s Broadmoor Dogs and Sweet 
Pastries . “I was glad she came out 
and we talked about how if elected 

she will continue to support small 
business because we are the en-
gine that drives this economy .” Also 
he is the host of a show on WBOK 
Radio where he’s recently started 
the Mr . Chill’s Voter Challenge . “I 
approach voting like business, I 
think if you have a great experience 
you tell people about it . I feel that 
voting should be like that, so I have 
challenged people to do a word of 
mouth campaign centered on vot-
ing . If you have voted tell 10 people 
who haven’t about the benefits of 
voting or get them to the polls and 
let their voices be heard .”

Cover Story

Cover Story, Continued from previous page.

Cover Story, Continued 

on page 10.
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Walmart Welcomes 1,396 Louisiana Veterans  
Home to New Beginnings

Retailer providing employment 
opportunities across the state for 
transitioning veterans

Walmart announced it has hired 
1,396 veterans for job opportuni-
ties across Louisiana in the first 18 
months of the retailer’s Veterans 
Welcome Home Commitment .

Part of the company’s long, 
storied commitment to support-
ing our nation’s military and 
military families, Walmart’s hir-
ing ef forts have connected more 
than 67,861 veterans with em-
ployment opportunities across 
the country to date . The initia-
tive guarantees a job of fer to any 
honorably discharged veteran 
within the first 12 months of sep-
aration from service .

“Walmart has benefited greatly 
from the expertise and dedication 

of the thousands of veterans we’ve 
welcomed into our ranks this 
year,” said retired Brigadier Gen-
eral Gary Profit, Walmart’s senior 
director of military programs . “No 
veteran should have to fight for a 
job when they return home . We 
are proud to be a part of their sto-
ry as they transition into the next 
chapter of their lives .”

Charged with driving programs 
that support veterans, a large fo-
cus for Profit in the last year has 
been building a community within 
Walmart for its military hires . Profit 
is proud of how the hiring effort is 
contributing to the fabric of the re-
tail giant .

“Our veterans thrive in our struc-
ture and we have promoted thou-

sands of our Welcome Hires within 
the last year,” said Profit . “The flex-
ibility we offer allows some to pur-
sue educational goals, while others 
are finding a meaningful new ca-
reer path .”

Walmart has welcomed veterans 
into every aspect of operations from 
logistics to management to sales at 
its 1,396 facilities in Louisiana .

“I wasn’t sure what my next step 
would be when I separated from the 
Navy,” said Robert Boyes, order fill-
er of the Walmart distribution cen-
ter in Robert . “I’ve found a new path 
at Walmart and the opportunity to 
be a part of a team that operates 
on many of the same principles the 
military lives by . I’ve found a new 
home .”

Founded by Army veteran Sam 
Walton, serving the military and 

military families is part of the glob-
al retailer’s DNA . Walmart and the 
Walmart Foundation have worked 
with many organizations support-
ing veterans, such as Goodwill and 
Fisher House, for many years .

Supporting the Military Com-
munity

In 2014, Walmart and the 
Walmart Foundation doubled down 
on its commitment to veterans by 
pledging an additional $20 million 
through 2019 to support veteran 
employment and transition pro-
grams . In 2011, the Walmart Foun-
dation pledged $20 million through 
2015 to help veterans and their fam-
ilies get through those challenges 
with assistance from programs that 
provide job training, transition sup-
port and education . It met that goal 
one year early .

RTA Celebrates Transit 
Week in New Orleans

The Regional Transit Authority 
(RTA) is celebrating Transit Week 
in the city of New Orleans from No-
vember 10-14, 2014 .

The RTA designated Tuesday, 
November 11, 2014, as the official 
Try Transit Day in New Orleans . 
On this day, all New Orleanians 
were encouraged to park their cars 
and try public transit .

Whether traveling by street-
car, bus or ferry, this has been 
be a great time for our citizens to 
discover new alternatives to their 
daily commute, said Patrice Bell-
Mercadel, Director of Marketing 
and Communications for the RTA . 
In addition to possibly saving time 

and money, you will have a new 
experience traveling throughout 
the city .

During the entire week, all resi-
dents are encouraged to utilize 
public transit . Taking public transit 
will also help the environment by 
reducing energy consumption and 
pollution .

During Transit Week, the RTA 
encourages citizens to get social 
while on transit . Riders are encour-
aged to take selfies and share their 
transit experiences by utilizing the 
hashtags #TryTransitNOLA and 
#RTAFlow . Riders are also encour-
aged to follow the RTA, @NewOr-
leansRTA .
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Succession Planting
By LMG Calla Victoria

Traditionally when we think of 
planting for spring or fall gardens 
we think in terms of setting aside a 
weekend and getting it all done at 
once . We select the plant material, 
prepare the soil, and plant the seed-
lings . If you will notice I mentioned 
selecting your plant material before 
either of the other steps, which is 
because most plants go through a 
little “transition shock” when they 
go from the nursery to our back-
yards . So it is always a good idea 
to let the plants rest in the new lo-
cation to acclimate to the new sur-
roundings before plopping them 
in the ground . If you are planting 
foliage plants, yes do it all in one 
weekend and be done with it . But 
if you are planting vegetables and 
flowering plants succession plant-

ing is definitely the way to get more 
bang for your bucks . 

Succession planting refers to 
several planting sessions that in-
crease crop availability and bloom 
times during a growing season by 
effectively using space and timing .  
Therefore succession plantings 
will extend the harvest time for 
veggies and allow you to experi-
ence longer blooming periods for 

flowering plants . Instead of plant-
ing everything all at once think in 
terms of planting seedlings (small 
plant) every two weeks, or you 
could plant a seedling and a seed 
at the same time . 

Get into planting your own 
produce and saving money . Why 
not, someone grew the produce 
that you buy from the grocery, so 
why not you? Cool weather crops 

like cabbage, broccoli, spinach, 
collards, mustards, turnips, pars-
ley, and English peas are easy to 
grow . Once the seedling is ready 
for harvest, the plant that is grow-
ing from the seed, which was 
planted along with the seedling, 
should be about two weeks from 
harvest .  This process also helps 
to make harvesting a little less 
overwhelming . Instead of one 
large massive harvest event, you 
will do several smaller more man-
ageable harvests . The same is 
true with flowering plants, if you 
plant seedlings in two-week inter-
vals, or a seedling and seed at the 
same time, you will have blooms 
the entire season .  

You are probably assuming that 
if you planted a seed along with a 
seedling that the seed is going to 
take a lot longer to catch up to the 

size of the seedling, right? But that 
is the amazing thing about nature, 
as the bible says everything has a 
season . Now if you plant a seed in 
the ground in the spring, but that 
seed is for a cool season plant, that 
seed will remain dormant in the soil 
until the fall . However if you plant 
any seed in the ground during its 
proper season, leaves will pop out of 
the ground in just days, so the seed 
that is planted along with seedling 
will definitely be growing with vig-
or . That is so amazing, who tweeted 
or IM ed the seeds to let them know 
when to come up huh? Our God is 
an awesome God! 

Check out my “Garden-
ing Tip of the Week” at www.

thegardeningdiva.com.

Remember, never get too busy to 
stop and enjoy the beautiful flowers!

WHO WILL BREAK THE TIE?

TM

November 29, 2014
Mercedes-Benz Superdome    New Orleans

20 - 20

#BAYOUCLASSIC2020 #WHOWILLBREAKTHETIE

more photos
more stories
more data
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Treme Creole Gumbo Festival 2014
Photos by Kichea S. Burt

Visit www.ladatanews.com for more photos from these events
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The Seventh Annual Treme Creole 
Gumbo Festival took place on Saturday, 
Nov . 8, and Sunday, Nov ., 9, 2014 at Louis 
Armstrong Park . This free public event, 

presented the finest collection of traditional 
and contemporary New Orleans brass band 
jazz to be found anywhere on the planet .

The event also featured a huge smor-

gasbord of New Orleans’ signature dish 
- gumbo, in a variety of styles - along with 
the festival’s Second Annual Vegan Gumbo 
Contest . 
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The Gathering of the Nations
Photos by Kichea S. Burt

The Gathering of the Nations honoring indigenous 
peoples in New Orleans was held on Saturday, November 
1st, 2014 at A . L . Davis Park .   Honoring White Buffalo 
Day 1994 – 2014, thirty years following its birth, the event 
was presented by Dave Brinks and the New Orleans In-
stitute for the Imagination .  Honorees included Sioux Na-
tion Chief Arvol Looking Horse, 19th Generation Keeper 
of The Sacred White Buffalo Calf Bundle of the Lakota, 
Nakota and Dakota tribes; Reverend Goat David Carson, 
United Houma Nation Chief Thomas Dardar, Director of 
the Mardi Grad Indian Council of New Orleans, Bertrand 
Butler , Creole Wild West Big Chief Howard Miller, Big 
Chief Victor Harris and Spirit of FiYiYi, Washitaw Nation 
Big Chief David Montana, Big Chief Kevin Goodman, Joe 
Zeno & Port of Orleans Brass Band, and several other 
New Orleans cultural emissaries and educators . This 
date also marks the first nationally recognized National 
Bison Day by the United States Congress . There was an 
official Greeting & Thanksgiving Ceremony between all 
Nations, as well as traditional drums, songs and dance 
performed by members of all of the Nations .  Addition-
ally, Chief Looking Horse spoke to the students at several 
local schools about the special relationship, and century’s 
old history, between African-Americans and Native Amer-
icans in New Orleans .

WHAT WILL YOU FIND DURING MEDICARE OPEN ENROLLMENT?
You’ll never know unless you go. Compare your current plan to new options. See if you can lower some costs or fi nd a plan that better suits your needs. 
Many people do. Even if you like your current plan, check to see if the costs or coverage are changing at medicare.gov. Or call 1-800-MEDICARE for help.

Medicare Open Enrollment Oct. 15 - Dec. 7 WWW.MEDICARE.GOV
1-800-MEDICARE (TTY 1-877-486-2048)

AN IMPORTANT MESSAGE FROM MEDICARE

“I found a 
plan that works 
 better for me.”

“I found a 
better deal on 
 prescriptions.”

“We found 
  lower co-pays.”

CMS_OE_2014_Ad_10x7_v2.indd   1 10/24/14   10:52 AM
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Race and the  
2014 Mid-term Elections

Is there any doubt about the 
preeminence of the race factor that 
helped to determine the outcome of 
the 2014 midterm elections across 
the United States?  I have no doubt . 
Many of the Democrats who lost 
their campaigns for Congress and 
statewide office made no sustained 
effort to embrace President Barack 
Obama in their political campaigns .  
In fact, they ran away from their ties 
to him .

Why did Democrats seeking re-
election and election to office run 
from the nation’s first Black presi-
dent, the titular head of the Demo-
cratic Party?  Why were millions of 
dollars in campaign contributions 
spent by Democrats in a manner 
that disproportionately avoided mo-
bilizing the Black grassroots activ-

ists and the Black Press?  What role 
did race play in the election .

Ironically, the Republican Party 
paid more attention this year than 
in the past to attract Black Ameri-
can voters . Consequently, Blacks 
casting ballots for Republicans in-
creased from 8 percent in 2012 to 
10 percent in 2014, according to 
exit polls .

The GOP results were historic: 
In South Carolina, Tim Scott be-
came the first Black American to 
be elected to the U .S . Senate from 
the South since Reconstruction .  
Mia Love became the first Black 
American Republican woman to be 
elected to the House of Representa-
tives .  And in Texas, Will Hurd be-
came the first Black American Re-
publican to be elected to Congress 
in that state since Reconstruction .

Even with those breakthroughs, 
Blacks remain loyal to President 
Obama . His favorability among 
Blacks is down 9 percentage points 
to 85 percent, still an impressive 
accomplishment . Meanwhile, his 
favorability among Whites remains 
at 34 percent . Congress’ favorability 
is less than half of that

Black Americans are not mono-
lithic when it comes to politics .  

There are Black Americans who 
are Democrats, Republicans and 
Independents . Unfortunately there 
are still too many Black Americans 
who do not vote .  The fact that more 
than 1million eligible Black Ameri-
cans did not care to vote in the last 
election is both a historical and sad 
contemporary contradiction .  Vot-
ing for Black Americans is more 
than a right . It is a moral responsi-
bility and cultural obligation given 
our long years of struggle and sac-
rifice to demand and achieve voting 
rights, freedom, justice and equal-
ity .

With the American economy 
continuing to recover and unem-
ployment slowly declining, Presi-
dent Obama had led the United 
States out of one of its most difficult 
economic recessions in history .  
The global leadership of Obama 
also is holding steady in compari-
son to other world super powers . So 
why were the 2014 elections such a 
negative reaction against President 
Obama?

I believe that there is an anti-
Black American sentiment that has 
infected our politics and our daily 
lives . The results of the recent elec-
tions was the result of fear, anger, 

and racial stereotyping . To put it in 
a single terminology: racism was 
a determinative factor that caused 
the election results across the na-
tion .  Remember racism can be both 
conscious and unconscious power 
actions that result in a systematic 
negative impact on the quality of 
life of those who face institutional-
ized and societal racial discrimina-
tion and oppression .

The good news is 2016 is coming 
faster that most realize .  It will be 
another crossroads for American 
politics . The stakes will be even 
higher . We all should be using the 
next two years to engage and to in-
crease public awareness of the im-
portance of political and economic 
empowerment .  As you know, 2015 
will mark the 20th anniversary of 
the Selma-to-Montgomery March 
and the passage of the 1965 Voting 
Rights Act .

The U .S . Supreme Court has al-
ready eroded some of the critically 
important enforcement sections of 
the Voting Rights Act . Thus, our 
collective vigilance will be once 
again required .   We should work 
with the members of the Congres-
sional Black Caucus and other pro-
gressives on Capitol Hill to ensure 

that the Voting Rights Act is fully 
restored by the new “right wing” 
Congress .

In the wake of the disastrous 
elections, President Obama did not 
blink .  He stepped right up and pro-
ceeded to nominate another “free-
dom fighter” to be the first Black 
American woman to be the next At-
torney General of the United States, 
the gifted, talented and courageous 
U .S . Attorney Loretta Lynch from 
New York City .  Let’s see how the 
U .S . Senate will respond to Lynch’s 
nomination .  She was confirmed 
twice before by the Senate and 
should be again, Voting rights, ra-
cial justice, equal education, envi-
ronmental justice, healthcare, and 
economic justice are just a few of 
the many issues that the new Attor-
ney General will have to face . That’s 
further proof that voting matters .

Benjamin F. Chavis, Jr. is the Presi-
dent and CEO of the National 
Newspaper Publishers Associa-
tion (NNPA) and can be reached 
for national advertisement sales 
and partnership proposals at: 
dr.bchavis@nnpa.org; and for lec-
tures and other professional con-
sultations at: http://drbenjamin-
fchavisjr.wix.com/drbfc

The Question Black Conservatives  
Always Avoid

Like everyone else, I am process-
ing the November election results .  
I will write more about that later, 
but there was a radio exchange that 
I heard the night prior to the elec-
tion that really got me thinking .

On my way home from Balti-
more, where I had been doing some 

electoral work, I found myself lis-
tening to a radio program that was 
addressing the upcoming election .  
The focus of the program was the 
Maryland governor’s race, which 
pitted African American, Democrat 
Lt . Gov .  Anthony Brown against 
Larry Hogan, a White Republican 
who eventually won  the race .

This program appeared to be ori-
ented towards African Americans .  
A good deal of the air time was con-
sumed with criticisms of the Brown 
campaign; mainly correct criticisms 
I might add .  Yet, on the program 
there was an African American who 
had served in the administration of 
former Maryland Republican Gov . 
Bob Ehrlich .  She was making the 

case for voting for Hogan and dis-
missing anything positive that had 
taken place under current Gov . 
Martin  O’Malley and his Lt . Gov . 
Brown .

At one point in the discussion, 
this Hogan supporter did some-
thing very interesting .  She quickly 
made reference to mistakes that 
Republicans had committed around 
the country (she did not say what 
mistakes); made reference to rac-
ism existing in both parties (of 
course!); and then went on to say 
that all politics is local and that peo-
ple should give Hogan a look .

I was amazed that no one else on 
this radio program, at least while I 
was listening, pursued this issue .  

No one asked the obvious question:  
“Why should African Americans 
support someone from a political 
party that has carried out an or-
chestrated strategy to deny African 
Americans the vote?”

I have yet to hear a Black conser-
vative address this and I ask myself, 
“Why?”  How can someone who is 
Black ignore the fact that race is 
central in the Republican Party’s 
messages?  How can someone ig-
nore the fact that in Republican 
dominated state legislatures, stat-
utes have been advanced that make 
it more difficult rather than less 
difficult for minorities, youth and 
senior citizens to vote?

No one asked this sister any-

thing like that .  They acted as if 
now governor-elect Hogan exists in 
some sort of bubble and does not 
have to address the well-planned, 
and orchestrated efforts to narrow 
the electorate rather than expand it .

So, to my Black conservative 
friends, would you please take a 
moment and respond to this simple 
question:  How can you remain 
silent on voter suppression and, 
worse, endorse a party that has 
made that part of their strategy?

Thanks in advance .

Bill Fletcher. Jr. is the host of The 
Global African on Telesur-English.  
He is a racial justice, labor and 
global justice activist and writer.  
Follow him on Facebook and 
www.billfletcherjr.com. 

Benjamin F. Chavis, Jr.
NNPA Columnist

Bill Fletcher, Jr.
NNPA Columnist
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Why We Need Mary Landrieu  
and Not Bill Cassidy as Our U.S. Senator 

Publisher

Opinion

All We Ever Do Is Talk 
Embracing Educational Reform 

All We Ever Do Is Talk- Embrac-
ing Educational Reform 

There’s been a lot of discus-
sion lately about our public school 
systems . A recent report revealed 
that 49 schools within Tulsa Public 
Schools received an F Grade by the 
State of Oklahoma .  Most of those 
schools are in my legislative dis-
trict . 

I am constantly wondering how, 
with so many different avenues of 
resources and different “plans of 
action” by our urban public school 
districts- we still get the same re-
sult! 

Last week, one of my constitu-
ents invited me to the debut of 

his new play called- “All We Ever 
Do is Talk .”  The play highlighted 
the problems in an urban school 
district similar to the one I repre-
sent .  It was the classic case of the 
book, “Who Moved My Cheese,” 
everyone blamed everyone else 
for the problem .  The administra-
tors blamed state government for 
lack of funding to schools, the par-
ents blamed the administrators for 
lack of leadership, and the teachers 
blamed the parents .  

What I know for sure: as a com-
munity, we need to muster the cour-
age to embrace new concepts for 
educating our kids . 

I got involved in education re-
form as a legislator after studying 
the growth of the private prison 
industry in Oklahoma .  After re-
viewing data on the number of il-
literate inmates and the alarming 
disproportionate number of ethnic 
minorities in prison, I began to real-
ize the connections between private 
prisons and low childhood literacy . 

This year, a report showed that 
one school in my district had 68% 

of its third graders fail state read-
ing exams .  That number is similar 
to other schools in my legislative 
district .  If a student can’t read on 
grade level by the third grade the 
likelihood that they can perform 
well in science, mathematics, or 
history is dismal .  What has been 
proven is that a student’s chances 
of being in the “pipeline to prison” 
greatly increases when that student 
lacks strong reading skills . 

As our legislators across Ameri-
ca return to “work” after the begin-
ning of the year, I am hoping that 
we will spend the coming months 
crossing the “partisan isles of edu-
cation”, consistently considering 
how every action and vote affects 
the outcome of our children’s fu-
ture . 

I did just that when I worked 
with Republicans and Democrats to 
expand our state’s Charter School 
Law .  I authored a bill that allows 
our state’s universities to sponsor 
charter schools .  The bill was in 
response to Tulsa Public School’s 
effort to place a moratorium on a 

charter school in my legislative 
district .  Today that school is spon-
sored by our state’s only Histori-
cally Black University .  

While charters were not popular 
with Tulsa Public Schools then, to-
day, the district not only sponsors 
charter schools, it received funding 
from the Bill and Melinda Gates 
Foundation to establish a charter 
compact with its charters .   The dis-
trict now collaborates with its char-
ter schools on best practices . 

In addition, I supported bi-par-
tisan legislation that created the 
Lyndsey Nicole Henry 

Scholarship .  Named for former 
Governor Brad Henry’s daughter, 
Henry became the first Democrat 
Governor in the nation to sign 
legislation allowing special needs 
students to attend a private or pa-
rochial school on a state sponsored 
scholarship .  I have also champi-
oned other school choice measures 
that give kids trapped in poor per-
forming schools an opportunity to 
get the best education available .   

We have an alarm at the gate, 

and as a community we must not 
be afraid to explore every option so 
that our young people don’t become 
the statistic used to justify more pri-
vate prisons across America . 

Recently, I was listening to noted 
Educator and Founder of the Black 
Alliance for Educational Options, 
Dr . Howard Fuller give a speech .  
He said, “I am haunted by this men-
tal picture of four Black students 
sitting down at a lunch counter in 
Greensboro [1965] demanding to 
be served .” Fuller went on to say, 
“And now in 2011, four students 
sit down at a lunch counter where 
they are welcome, and can’t read 
the menu .” 

It is time to move beyond talk 
and take direct action to improve 
quality educational options for our 
kids .  The eyes of the future look 
upon us and pray that we see be-
yond our own time! 

Jabar Shumate 
State Senator  
11th District of Oklahoma 
Tulsa, OK

Terry B. Jones
Publisher,  
Data News Weekly

Jabar Shumate
NNPA Columnist

From the beginning of her 
political career Mar y Landrieu 
has been fighting for all of us . 
She’s been a bridge builder 
finding the things that bring 
people together around the 
things that we have in common, 

not the things that separate us 
like her opponent Bill Cassidy . 
In the primar y election Bill 
Cassidy ducked and dodged 
from debates and when he did 
you would have sworn he was 
running for president for the 
amount of times he mentioned 
the name Barack Obama .

After her primary victory Sena-
tor Landrieu challenged Cas-
sidy to six debates during the 
run-off cycle signifying one for 
each year the victor would serve . 
Consequently, Cassidy’s agreed 
to one debate during the run-off 
period on Dec . 1 . And even then 
as a cheap shot he mentioned he 
would debate her as many times 

as Barack Obama came to Louisi-
ana to campaign for her .  Is this a 
cowardly move by Cassidy or is it 
more strategic? I think it is both, 
he does not want to debate before 
early voting and expose a record 
that may cost him votes and also 
placing themselves under the 
scrutiny that I feel is necessary if 
a person is offering themselves up 
for service . 

In my opinion Bill Cassidy rep-
resents everything that is wrong 
with some of the people in poli-
tics . He is someone who is not 
running on anything positive and 
he will continue to distract vot-
ers by distorting the record of 
Mary Landrieu and talking about 

Barack Obama . But for me this 
is a problem because he does not 
want to talk about who is Bill Cas-
sidy and where does he stand on 
the important issues that people 
are concerned about in this state? 

I feel Bill Cassidy is someone 
who is a divisive figure who will 
not govern in an inclusive way . 
Ask yourself what is it that Bill 
Cassidy has spoken about that 
will impact you in a positive way? 
He also says the reason he has 
not agreed to appear in some of 
the debates is because he would 
rather be out meeting voters . Well 
ask yourself, how many voters do 
you know that’s met Bill Cassidy? 
And even with the understanding 

that he may lose among African-
American voters where is the ol-
ive branch showing that he is even 
concerned about the issues that 
affect us?

He has run a campaign that 
divides and conquers . This is not 
what we need representing us in 
Louisiana . We need someone who 
knows how to bring different peo-
ple together for the betterment of 
the people of our state, and that 
person is Mary Landrieu . So as 
we get close to early voting please 
get out and vote, get on the phone, 
email or social media with friends 
and relatives across the state and 
encourage them to vote . Our fu-
ture depends on it .

ladatanews.com
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By Freddie Allen 
NNPA Senior Washington 
Correspondent

In what may be the first test of 
the GOP-controlled, United States 
Senate’s willingness to work with 
the White House, President Barack 
Obama nominated United States 
Attorney Loretta Lynch to succeed 
Eric Holder as the next attorney 
general .

If confirmed, Lynch would be-
come the first Black woman to 
serve as Attorney General .

During a ceremony in the Roo-
sevelt Room at the White House, 
President Obama said that he 
couldn’t be prouder of Attorney 
General Eric Holder and that “our 
nation is safer and freer, and more 
Americans – regardless of race 
or religion, or gender or creed, 
or sexual orientation or disability 
-– receive fair and equal treatment 
under the law .”

Praising his new nominee, Presi-
dent Obama continued: “It’s pretty 
hard to be more qualified for this 
job than Loretta .  Throughout 
her 30-year career, she has distin-
guished herself as tough, as fair, an 
independent lawyer who has twice 
headed one of the most prominent 
U .S . Attorney’s offices in the coun-
try .  She has spent years in the 
trenches as a prosecutor, aggres-
sively fighting terrorism, financial 
fraud, cybercrime, all while vigor-
ously defending civil rights .”

Lynch earned degrees from 
Harvard University and Harvard 
Law School and served as a United 
States Attorney of New York under 

President Bill Clinton a position she 
returned to during the Obama Ad-
ministration .

“She has boldly gone after pub-
lic corruption, bringing charges 
against public officials in both par-
ties,” said President Obama . “She’s 
helped secure billions in settle-
ments from some of the world’s 
biggest banks accused of fraud, 
and jailed some of New York’s most 
violent and notorious mobsters and 
gang members .”

President Obama said that one 
of Lynch’s proudest achievements 
was the civil rights prosecution of 
the New York City police officers 
involved in the brutal assault of the 
Haitian immigrant Abner Louima .

After police busted up a fight 
outside of a nightclub and arrested 
Louima, Justin Volpe, a White police 
officer, sodomized the Haitian im-
migrant with a broomstick in a New 
York City police precinct . Volpe pled 
guilty to a number of charges asso-
ciated with the 1997 attack and is 
currently serving 30 years . The city 
awarded Louima nearly $9 million 
in a settlement . Lynch was credited 
for working behind the scenes and 
navigating the city’s prosecution of 
the racially charged case .

In 2013, Holder asked Lynch to 
chair the Attorney General’s Ad-
visory Committee and recognized 
Lynch and her staff for being in-
strumental in implementing the 
Justice Department’s “Smart on 
Crime” initiative .

“Throughout her career, and es-
pecially during her tenure as Unit-
ed States Attorney for the Eastern 
District of New York – during both 
the Clinton and Obama Adminis-

trations – Loretta has earned the 
trust and respect of Justice Depart-
ment employees at every level, in 
Washington and throughout the 
country,” said Holder .  “She is held 
in high regard by criminal justice, 
law enforcement, and civil rights 
leaders of all stripes . And from her 
time as a career attorney, prosecut-
ing high-profile public corruption 
cases, to her leadership of sensitive 
financial fraud and national security 
investigations, she has proven her 
unwavering fidelity to the law – and 
her steadfast dedication to protect-
ing the American people .”

Al Sharpton, president of the Na-
tional Action Network, a civil rights 
group that advocates for social, 
economic and political equality, ap-
plauded the nomination of Lynch to 
be the next Attorney General .

“She is an excellent and worthy 
choice to succeed Attorney Gen-
eral Eric Holder in his ground-
breaking work for the American 
people,” said Sharpton . “Though 
we have not always agreed on cas-
es, I have always seen her oper-
ate in the most fair, balanced, and 
just manner . Americans would be 
served greatly by her becoming 
our next Attorney General and the 
president should be given kudos 
for such a nomination .”

In a written statement on Lynch’s 
nomination, Wade Henderson, 
president and CEO of The Leader-
ship Conference on Civil and Hu-
man Rights, a coalition of more than 
200 civil and human rights groups, 
said that Lynch would bring stabil-
ity to Department of Justice .

“Lynch would bring a steady 
hand to guide the Department of 

Justice and would make history as 
the first African-American woman 
to serve as Attorney General,” said 
Henderson . “Having already unani-
mously confirmed Lynch twice as 
U .S . Attorney, we urge the Senate 
to approach its third confirmation 
process with integrity and expedi-
ence in the lame duck session .”

But Republicans have already 
signaled that they don’t have any 
plans to take up the nomination 
until the new Congress in 2015, 
leaving some Washington watchers 
to speculate about what President 
Obama will have to give up to get 
Lynch confirmed by the majority-
Republican Senate .

Earlier this year, the president 
made a deal with Senate Republi-
cans to fill vacant seats on federal 
judicial benches in Middle District 
and Northern District of Georgia .

The deal involved nominating 
Leslie Abrams for the United States 
court of the Middle District of Geor-
gia and Eleanor Ross to the United 
States Northern District of Georgia . 
Abrams and Ross would become 
the first Black women to serve life-
time appointments as federal judg-
es in Georgia, but the Democratic-
controlled Senate hasn’t voted on 
either candidate .

The compromise also drew the 
ire of prominent Congressional 
Black Caucus members and civil 
rights leaders, because of two oth-
er nominees: Michael Boggs and 
Mark Cohen .

Rep . David Scott (D-Ga .) criti-
cized Cohen, because he led the 
team defending the state’s laws re-
quiring photo identification to vote . 
Rep . John Lewis (D-Ga .) spoke out 

against Boggs for voting against 
removing the Confederate battle 
emblem from Georgia’s state flag 
when he served as a state legislator .

The Democratic-controlled Sen-
ate Majority Leader Harry Reid (D-
Nev .) also failed to bring President 
Obama’s nomination for U .S . Sur-
geon General Vivek Murthy up for 
a vote, because it was reported that 
Reid wasn’t confident that he had 
enough votes to get him through .

Republican lawmakers and the 
National Rifle Association attacked 
Murthy over one of his 2012 tweets 
that said: “Tired of politicians play-
ing politics w/ guns, putting lives 
at risk b/c/ they’re scared of the 
NRA . Guns are a health care issue .”

The problems that President 
Obama had getting qualified can-
didates confirmed to key positions 
with a Democratic-controlled Sen-
ate may foreshadow greater chal-
lenges now that the GOP controls 
both houses of Congress . Still, 
some lawmakers remain optimistic .

In a statement on Lynch’s 
nomination, Congressional Black 
Caucus (CBC) Chair Marcia L . 
Fudge (D-Ohio) said that President 
Obama showed that he is uncom-
promising and determined that our 
country’s top attorney be dedicated 
to doing what is right for the Ameri-
can people .

Fudge said, “I commend Presi-
dent Obama for this selection, and 
request the confirmation of Ms . 
Lynch without delay .”

National News

Lynch Nomination will Test Obama’s  
Relationship with New Congress

Cover Story/ Continued from page 3.

Think Global, and when it 
Comes to Elections, Vote 
in all of them National, 
State and Local

During the two Presidential Elec-
tions of 2008 and 2012 we have seen 
dramatic increases in the number 
of voters because of the ascendance 
of Barack Obama, but people must 
realize that yes these two elections 
were important and historical . But 
the things that happen to individu-
als closer to home are determined 
in local and state races . “Voting for 
the President that is fantastic, but 

when you shirk your responsibility 
and don’t vote for State Legislature 
seats or City Council seats, school 
board or others . Those are seats 
that have high impact on your dai-
ly activity in your City and in your 
state . I think when you talk about 
a statewide race . These are people 
who make laws about every aspect 
of your daily activities,” says State 
Representative Badon . 

Mary Landrieu made head-
lines when being interviewed by 
MSNBC’s Chuck Todd and spoke 
candidly of the politics of the south 

stating that it has not always been 
fair or easy for African-Americans 
and women . For her statement she 
received criticism from some Re-
publicans including her challenger 
Bill Cassidy . Badon feels that she 
was not wrong in her statement 
and talked about Blacks being en-
franchised is fairly recent when you 
consider in 1965 the Voting Rights 
Act was signed and feels African-
Americans need to take voting se-
riously . “We as African-Americans 
have fought long and hard for this 
right to vote and we should not 

take it for granted . Today because 
others fought and sacrificed we 
are at the table, we have a Black 
President,  we have people who are 
in offices in state government and 
we need to stay active and keep our 
voice strong and if we don’t go out 
to vote we can lose that . And there 
are people out there who don’t want 
us to have a voice and be at the ta-
ble . And the less we go out to vote 
the more they like it and we do not 
need to feed into that .”

Wilbert Wilson feels African-
Americans must get serious about 

voting, but feels it is only one piece 
of the puzzle that is civic engage-
ment, “I fully support the re-elec-
tion of Mary Landrieu, but it is only 
the beginning . It is up to us to vote 
people in office that will serve us 
and in this case the best person is 
Senator Landrieu, she has been a 
leader for all the people of this state 
and now as she’s fought for us we 
must fight for her and get out to the 
polls and vote so we can continue 
to go in the right direction because 
when she wins we win .”
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DATA CLASSIFIED
Call 504-821-7421 to 

place your classified ad.

 $$$ 
$$$$$         

Can you use some extra cash? 
Try Avon!!! Avon is easy to sell, 
no  experience necessary. It cost 
only $10.00 to start.  
Become your own boss or just           
earn extra money. Whether you    
are  interested in  purchasing Avon  
products or becoming an Avon  
Representa�ve yourself,   I can  
assist you.                                                       

Call June ‐ 504‐606‐1362             
I will explain everything and help 

you to get started. 

AVON  
The company for women 

Mailboxes by Mark 

You pay for the bricks or maybe you 
have bricks already. You provide 

the mailbox. 

 I will provide the cement, wood, 
mortar, nails etc. You choose or 
create the design. Prices vary          

according to the design.  

Contact: Mark (504) 723‐7318 

 

What Will You Find During Medicare  
Open Enrollment?
October 15 - December 7

Your health needs change from 
year to year . And, your health plan 
may change the benefits and costs 
each year too . That’s why it’s im-
portant to review your Medicare 
choices each fall . Compare your 
current plan to new options and 
see if you can lower some costs or 
to find a plan that better suit your 
needs . Open Enrollment is the one 
time of year when ALL people with 
Medicare can see what new bene-
fits Medicare has to offer and make 
changes to their coverage .

Whether you have Original 
Medicare or a Medicare Advantage 
plan, you’ll still have the same ben-
efits and security you have now:

Certain preventive benefits – 
including cancer screenings – are 
available at no cost to you when 
provided by qualified and partici-
pating health professionals . The an-
nual wellness visit lets you sit down 
with your doctor and discuss your 
health care needs and the best ways 
to stay healthy .

Medicare will notify you about 
plan performance and use its online 

Plan Finder to encourage enroll-
ment in quality plans .

In 2015, if you reach the “do-
nut hole” in Medicare’s prescrip-
tion drug benefit, you’ll get a 55% 

discount on covered brand name 
drugs and see increased savings on 
generic drugs .

It’s worth it to take the time to 
review and compare, but you don’t 

have to do it alone . Medicare is 
available to help .

Visit Medicare .gov/find-a-plan 
to compare your current cover-
age with all of the options that are 
available in your area, and enroll in 
a new plan if you decide to make a 
change .

Call 1-800-MEDICARE (1-800-
633-4227) 24-hours a day/7 days a 
week to find out more about your 
coverage options . TTY users should 
call 1-877-486-2048 .

Review the Medicare & You 2015 
handbook . It’s mailed to people 
with Medicare in September .

If you have limited income and 
resources, you may be able to get 
Extra Help paying your prescrip-
tion drug coverage costs . For more 
information, visit socialsecurity .
gov/i1020 or call Social Security at 
1-800-772-1213 . TTY users should 
call 1-800-325-0778 .

Get one-on-one help from your 
State Health Insurance Assistance 
Program (SHIP) . Visit Medicare .
gov/contacts or call 1-800-MEDI-
CARE to get the phone number .

 

Let us see if we can SAVE you some   
money on your premium. 

We Welc
ome

You!

 
Insurance is MUST in

New Orleans

CALL NOW!!!  

     504.947.3445 
Call For a FREE Quote Today more photos

more stories
more data

ladatanews.com
This space can be 

yours for only $80

Call Now!

504-821-7421



bayouhealth.com1-855-BAYOU-4U

CALL 1-855-BAYOU-4U today and ENROLL. CHOOSE Louisiana Healthcare Connections.
Bayou Health open enrollment starts November 13, 2014 and ends January 20, 2015.

To learn more and for more ways to enroll, visit www.bayouhealth.com.

Choose Louisiana Healthcare Connections as your Bayou Health Plan. 

As a Bayou Health recipient, you can expect great healthcare coverage.
UNLIMITED DOCTOR (Primary Care Provider) Visits for Children

100% COVERAGE for Pregnancy Care

PRESCRIPTION COVERAGE with No Copay for Children

FREE Medical Transportation

24-HOUR Nurse Hotline

Plus Louisiana Healthcare Connections Members Receive Extra Benefits.
FOR CHILDREN  
AND PREGNANT WOMEN 

 $25 bonus reward for annual  
Well-Child Check-Ups 

 Up to $145 bonus rewards for 
healthy habits during pregnancy

 Access to the national Start Smart 
for Your Baby program

  Circumcision for newborn boys 

 

EXTRA ADULT BENEFITS (21+)

 Unlimited visits to your doctor 
(Primary Care Provider) 

 DENTAL: Exams, cleanings, x-rays 
and more at Federally Qualified 
Health Centers (2 visits/year)

 VISION: Annual eye exam and one 
pair of frames and lenses

 HEARING: New hearing aid every 
two years

BONUS REWARDS  
FOR HEALTHY HABITS

 $25 bonus reward for your annual 
wellness exam

 $10 bonus reward for each cervical 
and breast cancer screening

 $10 bonus reward for your  
annual flu shot

 $50 bonus reward for managing 
your diabetes

Choose what’s best 
for your family.


