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Tracy Riley outside of the U.S. District Court on 
Poydras Street on Feb. 17th after she staged a protest 
for a date in court that would allow her to make an 
appeal so that her business could fully operate in the 
French Quarter.

After 24 years of serving in the U.S. Military, she 
thought she had fought enough. But on Feb. 17, 2016 

Tracy Riley, who served as an Army Reservist, led a 
rally outside the chambers of Judge Paula Brown at 
421 Poydras St. Riley and supporters protested against 
what Riley is arguing has been racial discrimination 
of her business’ establishment. The group marched 
in the hallway outside of a status meeting where Ri-
ley’s attorney fought for a court date to appeal a permit 
denial, which Riley believes is a discriminatory act by 
the Louisiana Alcohol Control Commission. Riley has 
been denied a permit to sell alcoholic beverages, and 

is therefore unable to operate her supper club, Rouge 
House, which is a business designed to bolster the ca-
reers of independent musicians.

“As a 24-year veteran I have served to protect the 
Constitution of the United States and that Constitution 
certainly includes me as a citizen.” Riley said. “I aim to 
protect those rights and make sure they are available 
to me now,” she added.

As a first-time business owner, Riley decided to open 
a supper club to support independent musicians of 

Tracy Riley, (pictured above) led a rally outside the chambers of Judge Paula Brown the U.S. District Court. Riley and supporters protested against what 
Riley is arguing has been racial discrimination of her business’ establishment, Rouge House by French Quarter groups and the Alcohol Commissioner.
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ONE DAY SALE PRICES IN EFFECT 2/19 & 2/20/2016, EXCEPT AS NOTED.

OPEN A MACY’S ACCOUNT FOR EXTRA 20% SAVINGS THE FIRST 2 DAYS, UP TO $100, WITH MORE REWARDS TO COME. Macy’s credit card is available subject to credit approval; new account savings valid the day 
your account is opened and the next day; excludes services, selected licensed departments, gift cards, restaurants, gourmet food & wine. The new account savings are limited to a total of $100; application must qualify for 
immediate approval to receive extra savings; employees not eligible.

OR, USE THIS SAVINGS PASS FRIDAY OR SATURDAY UNTIL 2PM

ONE DAY SALE
SHOP SAT, FEB. 2O 9AM-1OPM

ALSO SHOP FRI, FEB. 19 9AM-1OPM
HOURS MAY VARY. SEE MACYS.COM AND CLICK ON STORES FOR DETAILS

FREE SHIPPING ONLINE AT $25
VALID 2/19-2/20/2016. PLUS, FREE RETURNS. U.S. ONLY. 

EXCLUSIONS APPLY; SEE MACYS.COM/FREERETURNS

DOORBUSTERS! 9AM-2PM FRI & SAT

DEALS OF THE DAY ALL DAY, BOTH DAYS!

CANNOT BE USED ON DOORBUSTERS OR DEALS OF THE DAY
Excludes ALL: cosmetics/fragrances, Deals of the Day, Doorbusters/web busters, electrics/electronics, Everyday Values (EDV), furniture/mattresses, Last Act, Macy’s Backstage, rugs, specials, super buys, Breville, Dyson, Fitbit, French Connection 
for her, Frye, Hanky Panky, Jack Spade, Kate Spade, KitchenAid Pro Line, Le Creuset, Levi’s, Michele watches, Nespresso, New Era, Nike on Field, OXO, Sam Edelman, Samsung watches, Shun, simplehuman, Stuart Weitzman, The North Face, Theory, 
Tumi, Vitamix, Wacoal, Wüsthof, athletic clothing, shoes & accessories; Dallas Cowboys merchandise, designer Impulse brands, designer jewelry, gift cards, jewelry trunk shows, previous purchases, select licensed depts., services, special orders, 
special purchases, tech watches; PLUS, ONLINE ONLY: baby gear, kids’ shoes, Allen Edmonds, Birkenstock, Cole Haan for him, Hurley, Johnston & Murphy, Merrell, RVCA, Tommy Bahama. Cannot be combined with any savings pass/coupon, extra 
discount or credit offer, except opening a new Macy’s account. Dollar savings are allocated as discounts off each eligible item, as shown on receipt. When you return an item, you forfeit the savings allocated to that item. This coupon has no cash 
value and may not be redeemed for cash, used to purchase gift cards or applied as payment or credit to your account. Purchase must be $25 or $50 or more, exclusive of tax and delivery fees. 

EXTRA DOLLARS OFF SELECT SALE 
& CLEARANCE CLOTHING & HOME ITEMS

YOUR PURCHASE OF $25 OR MORE. 
LIMIT ONE PER CUSTOMER. LIMIT ONE PER CUSTOMER.

VALID 2/19 ’TIL 2PM 
OR 2/20/16 ’TIL 2PM 

VALID 2/19 ’TIL 2PM 
OR 2/20/16 ’TIL 2PM 

$1O OFF $2O OFF
YOUR PURCHASE OF $5O OR MORE. 

EXTRA DOLLARS OFF SELECT SALE 
& CLEARANCE CLOTHING & HOME ITEMS

5O%-8O% OFF 
STOREWIDE

N6010224A.indd   1 2/9/16   11:59 AM



Page 4 www.ladatanews.comFebruary 20 - February 26, 2016 

New Orleans. A 3-year-old entrepre-
neurial dream inspired by her chil-
dren who are artists, she created 
Rouge House to give independent 
artists a venue to use industry-level 
resources to turn their talents into 
products. As the sole proprietor of 
the business, she opened a 16,500 
square foot establishment in the 
French Quarter in 2015. She was 
only one permit away from becom-
ing a recognized establishment.

“The residence and businesses 
of the area self-organized and pre-
vented me from receiving a per-
mit to serve alcoholic beverages,” 
Riley said. The organizers includ-
ed individuals from the French 
Quarter Management District and 
the French Quarter Business As-
sociation. Riley notes many pro-
testers have made several racial 
slurs to her and her employees on 
a daily basis.

The business owner said she 
plans to serve alcoholic beverag-
es in her bar, but has claimed not 
to violate any permit issues. Riley 
claims that the organized groups 
contacted the New Orleans Alco-
hol Commissioner, claiming she 
had no right to sell alcohol. With-
in three hours of notice, the com-
missioner denied her permit and 
following appeals.

“The commissioner said we were 
handing alcohol without a permit, 
and we had an incomplete applica-
tion. There is no such evidence to 
substantiate this claim,” Riley said.

Riley’s claims of discrimination 
or interference were refuted by the 
business organizations. Emily Rem-
ington, the Executive Director of 
the French Quarter Management 
District, said her organization is not 
involved in this case.

“The French Quarter Manage-
ment District is not involved in 
permit or zoning issues, and are 
legislatively prohibited from being 
involved in such issues,” Reming-
ton said.

Riley attempted to appeal the 
decision in court, and was granted 
a dateless trial in June of 2014. As 
of February 2016, Riley has not re-
ceived a court date.

“Every time I ask about the trial, 
it is delayed. We the people are en-
gaged in this case, and we are here 
to demand that we have a court 
date,” Riley said.

While Riley awaits the results 
of the status meeting, she has no 
doubts about the outcome. “They 
saw the documentation, and we 
followed the policy in perusing 
the permit. We are confident in 
prevailing.”

Cover Story

Cover Story, Continued from page 2.

According to Riley, organizers against Rouge House, located at 300 
Decatur Street, included individuals from the French Quarter Man-
agement District and the French Quarter Business Association who 
self-organized and prevented Riley from receiving a permit to serve 
alcoholic beverages.

As the sole proprietor of the Rouge House, Riley opened a 16,500 square foot establishment in the French 
Quarter in 2015 as a supper club to support independent musicians of New Orleans. Above.

ladatanews.com
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©2016 McDonald’s

To those who always find time to  reach out…reach back…and bring others along.
McDonald’s® celebrates you, not only during Black History Month, but each and 
every day throughout the year. Find out more at 365Black.com.

12 Months. 365 Days. 8760 Hours. 525,600 Minutes.

Macy’s Celebrates Black History  
Month in New Orleans

Savor Southern samples this Saturday at Macy’s Lakeside Shopping Center

Macy’s celebrates New Orleans’ 
best black-owned restaurants and 
helmed kitchens with culinary dem-
onstrations and tastings from Willie 
Mae’s Scotch House, Loretta’s Au-
thentic Pralines and more! Learn 
how to make some classic recipes 
from the chefs themselves and get 
a taste of these local favorites.

With any housewares purchase 
of $35 or more that day, receive a 
custom apron celebrating Black 
History Month. To reserve your 
seat, visit Macy’s Celebrates Black 
History Month.

Saturday, February 20, 2-4pm
Macy’s Lakeside Shopping Center
3301 Veterans Memorial Blvd, 
Metarie, LA 70002

Richard Allen  
Stamp Unveiling 

Scheduled Saturday  
in Baton Rouge

The 39th stamp in the Black 
Heritage series commemorates 
preacher, activist, and civic leader 
Richard Allen (1760-1831), an in-
spiring figure whose life and work 
resonate profoundly in American 
history. This stamp coincides with 
the 200th anniversary of Allen’s 
founding of the African Method-
ist Episcopal (AME) Church, one 
of the most important institutions 
in African-American life, and his 
election and consecration as its 
first bishop.

A stamp unveiling will be held 
at 1 p.m., this Saturday at Bethel 
AME Church, located at 1358 South 
Street, in Baton Rouge. Postmaster 
Sarah Augustine and a host of min-
isters from the AME denomination 
will participate in this program, 
which recognizes such an icon in 
American history.

“Richard Allen was a tireless 
preacher, who embraced his mis-
sion, and established a concrete 
foundation for others to follow in 
his footsteps,” said Augustine.

The stamp art is a portrait of Al-

len, a detail from an 1876 print titled 
“Bishops of the A.M.E. Church.” 
Featuring Allen in the center sur-
rounded by ten other bishops and 
six historical vignettes, the print is 
from the collection of the Library 
Company of Philadelphia.

Eager to establish an indepen-
dent African-American church, 
Allen purchased an old black-
smith’s shop and moved it to land 
he owned at Sixth and Lombard 
Streets. Bethel Church was dedi-
cated in 1794 and soon attracted 
several hundred members, but 
Allen spent years in conflict with 
white church leaders who sought 
to assert their control. After a cam-
paign that included sit-ins by Afri-
can-Americans and a judgment by 
the Supreme Court of Pennsyl-
vania, the congregation secured 
its independence. In 1816, Allen 
summoned other black Method-
ist leaders to Philadelphia, where 
together they founded the Afri-
can Methodist Episcopal (AME) 
Church, electing and consecrat-
ing Allen as its first bishop.
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McDonald’s and American Black Film Festival Return 
with National Video Competition for Rising Filmmakers

Barbershop: The Next Cut Film Director, Malcolm D. Lee, to Mentor Finalists

Back for its second year, McDon-
ald’s USA and the American Black Film 
Festival invite emerging filmmakers to 
enter McDonald’s “My Community” 
Video Competition. Filmmakers are 
challenged to create one 90-second vid-
eo that illustrates McDonald’s 365Black 
mantra, “Deeply Rooted in Your Com-
munity.” Aspiring filmmakers nation-
wide are encouraged to enter their best, 
original submissions by 11:59 p.m. EDT 
April 15, 2016, for their chance to win 
the grand prize. Three finalists will be 
selected to attend the 20th annual Amer-
ican Black Film Festival in Miami, June 
15 - 19 and have an exclusive opportuni-
ty to be mentored by critically-acclaimed 
film director Malcolm D. Lee (The Best 
Man; The Best Man Holiday; Barber-
shop: The Next Cut), who will provide 
finalists with invaluable film industry 
tips and advice.

The submissions will be judged by 
a panel of industry experts and the top 
three short videos will premiere at the 
highly-anticipated 20th anniversary festi-
val. Submissions will be critiqued on cre-
ativity, implementation of concept and 
quality. One finalist will take home the 
grand prize — a film equipment pack-
age valued at $2,500 and an opportunity 
to have their video featured on promi-
nent websites, including McDonald’s 
365Black.com and other media entities. 
More information about the competition 
can be found at www.abff.com.

“We are proud to partner with Mc-
Donald’s on bringing this opportunity 
to emerging content creators. Without 
a doubt, this competition is a catalyst 
for introducing undiscovered talent to 

the industry-at-large,” said Jeff Friday, 
ABFF founder and CEO.

“I look forward to returning as men-
tor to the finalists in the McDonald’s 
‘My Community’ Video Competition,” 
said Malcolm D. Lee. “There is so much 
great talent out there in the film industry 
and it’s always inspiring to connect with 
them and hopefully do my part to sup-
port the next generation of great film-
makers.”

Furthering their relationship with 

filmmakers, McDonald’s is also working 
with writer/director/producer Reginald 
Hudlin (House Party; Boomerang), who 
will star in an All Day Breakfast commer-
cial airing this month.

McDonald’s 365Black mantra, Deeply 
Rooted in Your Community, will inspire 
what the brand does in 2016, extending 
to this video competition. By focusing 
on ‘my community’, the campaign pro-
vides an opportunity to showcase vari-
ous communities and allow consumers 

to celebrate the communities that they 
are part of. Not confined to just the 
neighborhood in which they live, ‘my 
community’ includes shared passions, 
hobbies, interests, churches and social 
organizations.

“This partnership with ABFF allows 
us to affect meaningful and impactful 
change in the communities we serve 
and be a catalyst in cultivating stories 
from African American communities 
nationwide through these aspiring film-
makers,” said Marty Gillis, Chairman, 
McDonald’s African American Con-
sumer Marketing Committee. “We are 
looking forward to the creativity that will 
come out of this competition and hope 
that it sparks inspiration and excitement 
in the film industry.”

Last year’s winner, Richard T. Fields, 
won the competition with his short 
video “Puppy Love.” The ‘My Commu-
nity’ Video Competition and ABFF’s vi-
sion to promote diversity in the film and 
television industry align with McDon-
ald’s 365Black platform — an initiative 
that celebrates the pride, heritage and 
achievements of African-Americans year 
round. McDonald’s encourages those 
interested in the competition to follow 
@365Black on Twitter and join the con-
versation using #365BlackFilm. To learn 
more about the 365Black initiative, visit 
www.365Black.com.

To learn more about the American 
Black Film Festival and the ‘My Com-
munity’ Video Competition, visit www.
abff.com. Follow @ABFF on Twitter and 
@AmericanBlackFilmFestival on Ins-
tagram and join the conversation using 
#ABFF20.

Barbershop: The Next Cut film director, Malcolm D. Lee

1639 Gentilly Blvd. New Orleans, LA 70119 (504)942-0106 
www.wbok1230am.com 
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Visit www.ladatanews.com for more photos from these events

Chaka Khan Headlines Third Annual UNCF 
New Orleans Mayor’s Masked Ball
Entertainment Tonight Co-Host Kevin Frazier will Emcee

UNCF’s (United Negro College 
Fund) New Orleans Area Office and 
New Orleans Mayor Mitch Landrieu will 
host the third annual UNCF Mayor’s 
Masked Ball on Saturday, March 12 at 
the Hyatt Regency New Orleans. Em-
ceed by Kevin Frazier, Co-Host of En-
tertainment Tonight, the event brings 
together more than 800 business, civic 
and education leaders in support of UN-
CF’s work in providing area students the 
resources to get to and through college. 
Presidents from two of the 37 private his-
torically black colleges and universities 
(HBCUs) that UNCF supports will also 
be in attendance: Dr. Walter M. Kim-
brough of Dillard University and Dr. C. 
Reynold Verret of Xavier University of 
Louisiana.

Ten-time Grammy Award winner 
Chaka Khan will provide entertainment 
for this signature fundraising event. 
Known for hits such as “I’m Every Wom-
an,” “Through the Fire” and “I Feel for 
You,” the legendary Queen of Funk has 

a career that spans over four decades. In 
2011, UNCF recognized her contribu-
tions to music and education with the 
Award of Excellence, UNCF’s highest 
honor, at the 32nd UNCF An Evening of 
Stars®.

“We are elated to have long-time 
UNCF friend and supporter Chaka Khan 
provide entertainment this year, and 
we’re grateful forthe continued support 
of Mayor Landrieu and the Hyatt Regen-
cy New Orleans. We are guaranteed an 
electrifying evening in The Big Easy, as 
we bring supporters and stakeholders 
together to invest in Better Futures®,” 
said Michael L. Lomax, Ph.D., President 
and CEO, UNCF. “A true testament of 
our mission is Entertainment Tonight 
co-host and proud HBCU graduate and 
advocate, Kevin Frazier, serving as em-
cee; an example of our dividends becom-
ing the next generation of leaders.”

“I’m delighted to be part of one of 
the city’s premier events,” said Frazier, 
Hampton University alumnus. “The im-

portance of today’s UNCF cannot be 
overstated. The mission continues and 
so does the need for on-going financial 
support. This is going to be a great par-
ty, but it’s also a fantastic way to invest in 
the dreams and ambitions of some very 
talented young people. “

The event will be co-chaired by Hyatt 
Regency New Orleans General Manag-
er, Michael O. Smith, and President and 
GeneralManager of WDSU-TV, Joel Vil-
menay. William Goldring, Chairman of 
Sazerac Company and Crescent Crown 
Company, willreceive the Masked 
Award for his dedication and support 
of UNCF’s work. This year’s Present-
ing Sponsors include: LCMC Health 
and Ochsner Health System; Marquis 
Sponsors: Hyatt Regency New Orleans, 
Entergy, Mr. & Mrs. Paul Flower, and 
Mr. & Mrs. Alan Leventhal; and media 
sponsor WDSU-TV.

“I am honored to have two of our 
city’s largest healthcare institutions 
come together to support this valuable 

initiative. The joint support of Ochsner 
and LCMC will not only allow hundreds 
of local students to remain in college, 
but through internshipsand develop-
ment opportunities, will further enhance 
our efforts to grow and retain top talent 
here in New Orleans,” said New Orleans 
Mayor Mitch Landrieu.

The event will feature a VIP Recep-
tion, silent auction, 2016 Nissan Maxima 
Car raffle donated by Supreme Auto-
motive, and dinner provided by award-
winning celebrity chefs including: Chef 
Leah Chase, Dooky Chase’s Restaurant, 
2016 Recipient of the James Beard Life-
time Achievement Award; Chef Alon 
Shay, Shaya Restaurant, James Beard 
Award Recipient; and Stephen Stryjew-
ski, James Beard Award Recipient; and 
Host Chef Eric Damidot of the Hyatt Re-
gency New Orleans.

For ticket information, please con-
tact: www.uncf.org/nolamaskedball Fol-
low this event on social media: @uncf 
#MMBNOLA #UNCF

Kevin Frazier, Co-Host of Entertainment Tonight Grammy Award winning performer Chaka Khan
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Americans Must Stand Up to 
Disrespect of the U.S. Presidency

Recently, retired Lt. Col Ralph 
Peters and Stacey Dash, both con-
tributors on Fox News shows, 
blatantly disrespected President 
Obama on different news shows on 
national television. Lt. Col. Peters 
called our president a “total p**sy,” 
and actress Stacey Dash blurted 
“our president doesn’t give a sh*t 
about terrorism.”

Bill Slieve, senior vice presi-
dent of programming for both 
networks, announced, “Earlier 
today, Fox contributors Lt. Col. 
Ralph Peters and Stacey Dash 
made comments on dif ferent 
programs that were completely 
inappropriate and unacceptable 
for our air.”

Thanks for the acknowledge-
ment, but the damage has been 
done. And for me, it wasn’t enough 
that the contributors were suspend-
ed for two weeks. They should have 
been fired permanently.

First, it was bumper stickers, 
then road signs and memorabilia 
disrespecting President Obama, 
now it’s lawmakers, news com-
mentators, and even candidates 
seeking the Republican nomina-
tion for president being discour-
teous to my president, your presi-
dent and our president on national 
television and radio.

America, when will we stand 
up to those who disrespect for 
Barack Obama, the first African 
American President of United 
States? Freedom of speech is a 
constitutional right in America, 
but defamation of character and 
disrespect is not. We must speak 
out against impertinence to the 
United States presidency.

When the presidency is disre-
spected at home, it sows seeds 
for foreign countries to disrespect 
our president as well. Look at 
what China and Prime Minister 

Netanyahu of Israel said to and 
about our president.

When he was first elected in 
2008 on the platform for “Change 
in America,” television screens 
across the nation showed people, 
representing different ethnic 
groups, crying because an Afri-
can American had been elected 
President. Most anticipated a new 
day with a better life for African 
Americans in the most powerful 
country in the world.

A new time for all people of 
America to come together to 
make America, not only the 
most powerful country in the 
world, but the greatest country 
in the world, where people will 
be able to live in harmony and, 
hopefully, achieve prosperity on 
economic and social levels.

For a short while the future of 
America looked bright. The dream 
of Dr. King, Jr. was realized, and 
racism seemed to be put on hold. 
Unfortunately, there’s always a 
small group of individuals within 
the American populace with a hid-
den agenda, an agenda for evil, 
wickedness, and the pursuit of fair-

ness, equality and justice for just a 
few Americans.

As soon as Barack Obama won 
the election, a group of individu-
als huddled together and vowed 
to thwart his agenda for change 
in America. Let’s not be naïve, 
America, you know exactly who I 
am talking about. Many of those 
individuals are in office today.

But that’s politics! And we all 
know politics is a nasty business.

In 2009, when President Obama 
was addressing Congress, Repub-
lican Congressman Joe Wilson 
shouted: “You lie!” This kind of be-
havior is reprehensible.

I don’t ever recall anyone calling 
the President of the United States a 
liar while he addressed Congress. 
Why does it happen now, and why 
to President Obama? Can it be be-
cause he’s an African America?

My take on it is yes!
Despite the small group’s en-

deavor to continue to belittle Presi-
dent Obama, now in his last year, 
he’s still continues to make great 
accomplishments for the people he 
was overwhelmingly elected twice 
to represent.

At the end of the day, America, 
you may not like the man, but you 
have to respect the Office of the 
President of the United States. It 
deserves our respect, our loyalty 
and our support. We must stand 
up America and demand that it re-
ceives as much.

What actions can I truly ex-
pect from writing this column? 
My prerogative as a writer is to 
raise the consciousness. Prayer-
fully, many will step up and hold 
anyone accountable who chooses 
to disrespect the United States 
presidency. If one person stands 
up, and agrees to say something 
or do something about the dis-
respect of our president, I have 
made a dif ference.

We must not accept the disre-
spect against our president any lon-
ger. Stand up, say something and 
do something about it, now!

Stand up America! Demand re-
spect for President Barack Obama, 
and the Office of the President of 
the United States of America.

Louis C. Ward is a photojournal-
ist, community activist and contrib-
uting writer to The Orlando Times.

Why Do Politicians Treat Addiction 
Differently in the Suburbs?

Nick Cocchi would like to be 
the sheriff of Hampden County, an 
Eastern Massachusetts county of 
half a million people. Springfield, 
Massachusetts, a city that is about 
22 percent African American, is the 
county seat. Eastern Massachu-
setts (and indeed, much of New 
England) is experiencing the dev-
astating fallout from the heroin and 

opioid abuse epidemic. The Centers 
for Disease Control and Prevention 
say that deaths from heroin over-
doses have quadrupled in the past 
decade, and that heroin use has 
doubled among Whites. Thus, it is 
entirely appropriate that Mr. Coc-
chi’s candidate website includes a 
page that talks about opioid abuse 
in Hampden County.

Far less appropriate, and indeed, 
repugnant, was a statement that 
Cocchi made when he testified at 
a November hearing before the 
Massachusetts Joint Committee 
on Mental Health and Substance 
Abuse. According to Victoria Kim, 
a writer for The Fix, a newspaper 
that reports on addiction and recov-
ery issues, Cocchi said as part of 
his testimony, “What was once the 
heroin junkie in the dark inner-city 

back alley has now become brother, 
sister, mom, dad, son and daughter. 
It’s hit suburbia U.S.A.”

Should the issue of addiction be 
treated more compassionately and 
humanely now that it has “hit sub-
urbia U.S.A.?” Wasn’t that “heroin 
junkie in the dark inner-city back 
alley” somebody’s brother, sister, 
mother, dad, son or daughter? This 
is why it is so important to lift up the 
Black Lives Matter movement. Coc-
chi has, implicitly, said that he val-
ues the person in suburbia U.S.A. 
more than the person in the inner 
city. And his characterization of the 
inner-city drug abuser as someone 
in a back alley reeks of his biases.

Bishop Talbert Swan II, the Pres-
ident of the Springfield NAACP and 
pastor of Spirit of Hope Church of 
God in Christ, strongly objected 

to the racially coded language 
that Cocchi used to talk about the 
problem of addiction. He is not the 
only person who has noticed the 
increasingly humane way addiction 
is being managed as the epidemic 
devastates the White community, 
in contrast to the way addiction has 
been managed in the past (consider 
the language around the crack epi-
demic) or even now, when African 
Americans are addicts. Even Coc-
chi’s use of is term “junkie” lacks 
humanity. To call someone a “junk-
ie” is far less humane than calling 
them an addict.

Before voters support Cocchi 
in his quest for sheriff, they might 
push him to get some sensitivity 
training. They might also ask if he 
would treat the inner city addict 
differently than he would treat one 

from a Hampden suburb. The larg-
er question, though, is why there 
is such sudden empathy for ad-
dicts, an empathy that was utterly 
lacking when the increase in crack 
addiction devastated the African 
American community, and when 
zero tolerance policies and manda-
tory drug sentencing placed people 
who were seriously ill behind bars 
for decades. Addiction, after all, is 
more an illness than a crime.

In Gloucester, a city about 40 
miles north from Boston, heroin 
and opioid addicts who voluntarily 
turn themselves in at the police sta-
tion are provided with treatment 
services, and not charged with any 
crime. The program has gotten na-
tional attention. Some addicts from 

Malveaux, Continued 
on page 11.

Julianne Malveaux
NNPA Newswire Columnist

Louis C. Ward
Data News Weekly 
Guest Columnist
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Kanye Preaches His Own Gospel in New 
Album, Gets Christian Acts to Come Oboard.

Yeezus may have found the light. 
If fans or curious onlookers tuned 
into the controversial rapper, pro-
ducer and budding fashion and 
sneaker designer’s Saturday Night 
Live performance on Feb. 13, they 
would have spotted an animated 
Kanye West flanked by R&B and 
major gospel acts. West auto-tuned 
his way through a performance of 
his new single “Ultralight Beam” 
from his newest album “The Life of 
Pablo.” But then he ended his ren-
dition caught in the Holy Ghost as a 
gospel choir provided background 
vocals to Kelly Price’s praise and 
Kirk Franklin’s preaching raps fea-
tured in the live performance. West 

took viewers to church through the 
reverence of Price’s vocals, which 
even had West himself falling to the 
floor.

It’s not the first album in which 
West has anointed himself, much to 
the confusion of long-time fans. His 
rebirth started with his twist on Je-
sus, naming his sixth studio album 
in 2013 “Yeezus,” and earning him 
the nickname Yeezy by fans. West’s 
music and antics have many in 
the Christian community debating 
whether West was bordering on the 
sacrilegious. Young Christians say 
they are considering if it’s safe or 
blasphemous to accept West’s take 
on faith, and religion in his music.

“I love the new album. I think 
the second song he did, “Ultralight 
Beam” was phenomenal and the 
gospel added a lot to it,” said Knox 
Van Horn, a freshman at New York 
University, and a New Orleans na-
tive.

On the other hand, Claude Al-
britton, a freshman student at 
Xavier University of Louisiana said 
he didn’t approve of mixing rap 

and gospel in the manner in which 
West is doing in his recent albums. 
“I don’t like that gospel artists like 
Kirk Franklin are trying to compro-
mise the word of God to reach down 
and bring Kanye to God,” Albritton 
said. “I also feel like this is just an 
opportunity for a publicity stunt for 
Kanye, seeing as he has outright 
mocked God and Jesus Christ on 
several occasions and claims to be 
a god himself,” he said.

Other West supporters, like 
Kristal Terrell, said she did not 
know where to take a stand. “I am 
a Kanye fan,” said Terrell, a sopho-
more at Southeastern Louisiana 
University, in Hammond, La., and a 
native of New Orleans. “The gospel 
singers were great additions. How-
ever, I thought it was weird. I felt 
as if he compared himself to God 
before: like Jesus equals Yeezus. 
He even had a song on his previous 

album called ‘I Am A God.’ So this 
new found change is confusing,” 
she said.

It’s still not clear whether West’s 
tracks like “Ultralight Beam” came 
from a place of reverence to God, 
placed in an unusual form of artistic 
personal expression.

“Every artist is able to express 
themselves through music,” said 
the Rev. Maurice Nutt, the director 
of the Institute for Black Catholic 
Studies at Xavier University, who 
has examined West’s recent mu-
sic. “It is not just by the melody or 
beat of a song. It is the expression 
of social and political beliefs. Like 
him or not, Kanye will express his 
opinions.” Nutt said.

By using Yeezus, Nutt said he 
did not see where West has claimed 
to be the new Jesus or a Messiah. 
“I believe that we are all in the 
body of Christ. Yeezus is an artsy 
or contemporary way of identifying 
who Jesus is, but he acknowledges 
his religious belief and standing,” 

In The Spirit

Prinsey Walker
Data News Weekly 
Columnist

Spirit, Continued on page 11.

Editor/Reporters
About the Job

Journalists — tired of reading of layoffs, closings, 

the dire straights of the profession? Recent college 

graduates — think your job prospects are bleak? 

Not with us!

At Data News Weekly, we are expanding! This in-

cludes starting a print newspaper/digital endeavor 

in one of the most dynamic and exciting cities, New 

Orleans. 

If you want to be an integral part of your commu-

nity, tell stories in a multi-media environment  — look 

no further.

If interested, send your resume, cover letter and 

at least three clips of your work to Terry Jones Pub-

lisher, Data News Weekly, 3501 Napoleon Ave, New 

Orleans, LA 70125, or via email to terrybjones@bell-

south.net. or call (504) 821-7421.

Sales Manager/Retail Ad Manager  
About the Job

Data News Weekly Newspaper is the leading African Ameri-
can media company in New Orleans, publishing a weekly 
newspaper. Additionally, its website under ladatanews.com 
is the most read Black website in the region.

We are currently seeking a strong leader to proactively man-
age broad aspects of the advertising division. You will be 
working in a positive team-oriented atmosphere which has 
a modern press, leading website and award-winning news-
paper.

Responsibilities include but not limited to:

•	 Prospect and develop sales leads for print and digital 
product lines

•	 Drive online and cross platform advertising sales

•	 Identify, create strategies, develop influential contacts, 
and help close new digital products

•	 Increase overall revenue opportunities in both print and 
online

•	 Develop a team sales atmosphere

Our ideal candidate will possess the following education,  
 

 
skills and experience:

•	 Minimum 5 years print and digital sales and manager ex-
perience

•	 Self-starter, capable of executing within all phases of sales 
cycle

•	 Strong relationship building and client service background

•	 Strong organizational, communication and presentation 
skills

•	 Team player and leader

•	 Understanding of Analytics and ad serving technology

•	 Strong motivational skills

•	 Recruit talent

Our company provides a competitive salary, and an envi-
ronment that encourages personal and professional growth. 
We are an equal opportunity employer.

If you are interested in a rewarding career, email a cover let-
ter and resume to: terrybjones@bellsouth.net or mail to: Data 
News Weekly, c/o Terry Jones, Publisher, 3501 Napoleon Av-
enue, New Orleans LA 70125

Data News Weekly is Hiring
Data News Weekly Newspaper, The People’s Paper,  
is hiring for two positions in our New Orleans Office. 
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By Don Terry 
Special to the NNPA News 
Wire from the Rainbow PUSH 
Coalition

For Chicago-based investor and 
philanthropist John Rogers, the 
Rainbow PUSH Coalition’s annual 
Wall Street Project in New York 
City is a must-attend event.

The three days of seminars and 
speeches in the Big Apple every 
winter is a chance for Rogers, the 
son of a Tuskegee Airman, and 
other African American business-
men and women to share notes and 
strategies on how to break into, 
survive and ultimately thrive in the 
largely White world of Wall Street 
by gaining access to capital.

But for African Americans, Wall 
Street is riddled with potholes. 
Many of the country’s major hospi-

tals, universities and other institu-
tions with huge portfolios to invest 
“have never worked with Black 
firms,” Rogers says. “They have 
never had their ‘Jackie Robinson 
moment.’”

Even now, with a Black man in 
the White House, Wall Street, Rog-
ers says, can feel like “modern day 
Jim Crow.”

Rev. Jesse Jackson, the founder 
and president of Rainbow PUSH, 
created the Wall Street Project near-
ly 20 years ago to spark that “Jackie 
Robinson moment” by providing an 
opportunity for participants to hear 
from and meet some of the biggest 
names in finance and politics. It was 
at this conference where Rev. Jack-
son first introduced Rogers, chair-
man of Ariel Investments, to the 
CEO of General Motors.

Today, General Motors is one of 
Ariel’s largest clients.

“There is no talent deficit,” Rev. 
Jackson says. “There is an opportu-
nity deficit.”

This is the conference’s 19th 
year and will be held from Feb. 16 
through Feb. 18 at the Sheraton 
New York Times Square Hotel. 
This year’s lineup of heavy hitters 
includes John Thompson, CEO 
of Microsoft, Sheila C. Johnson, 
founder and CEO, Salamander Hos-
pitality and co-founder of Black En-
tertainment Television and United 
States Senator Charles Schumer 
(D-NY).

There will be panels on “Cor-
porate Finance and Equity Syndi-
cates,” “Corporate Board Diver-
sity,” “Global Economic Expansion 
Opportunities” and “Historically 
Black Colleges and Universities: 
Reconnecting and Sustaining Rela-
tionships with Wall Street.”

There will also be two interna-
tional sessions, featuring high rank-
ing U.S. and foreign government 
officials. “Global Economic Expan-
sion” will feature panelists from 
different industries from across 
the globe, including Akwasi Opong-
Fosu, Minister of State, Office of 
the President of Ghana and the key-
note speaker, H.E. Eucatio Bakale, 
Minister of Economy, Planning & 
Public Investment, the Republic of 
Equatorial Guinea. That panel will 
be followed by “The South Africa 
– US Business Forum” with Flo-
rizelle Liser, Assistant U.S. Trade 
Representative for Africa, Mzwan-
dile Masina, Deputy Minister of the 
Department of Trade & Industry, 
South Africa and Elizabeth Tha-
bete, Deputy Minster, Department 
of Small Business, South Africa.

The Wall Street Project uses 

Operation Breadbasket’s model of 
research, education, negotiation 
and reconciliation to challenge Cor-
porate American to end its shame-
ful, multi-billion dollar trade deficit 
with minority vendors and consum-
ers. “Unless we knock on the right 
doors, the doors will not come 
open,” Rev. Jackson says.

Sadly, the Wall Street Project has 
often been a voice in the wilder-
ness. Richard Manson, CEO and 
president of SourceMark, a medical 
and surgical supply company, says, 
“Had we listened and taken action” 
19 years ago when Rev. Jackson 
started pushing for more engage-
ment with Wall Street, more aware-
ness of the street’s vast power, “I 
think we’d be a lot better shape 
than we are now.”

For Rev. Jackson, the Wall Street 
Project is part of “the fourth stage 
of our struggle” for freedom and 
equity. The first stage was surviv-
ing the horrors of slavery, a 242-
year sojourn. The second was “the 
season of Jim Crow and lynching 
when 4,500 African Americans 
were lynched.” The third stage was 
fighting for and winning the right to 
vote.

Those stages of the struggle left 
Black people “out of slavery, out of 
Jim Crow, with the right the vote” 
and almost “starving to death” be-
cause “we were denied access to 
capital.”

“We are free,” Rev. Jackson says. 
“But not equal. Effort and excel-
lence means a lot. Inheritance and 
access means more.”

Access and opening doors is 
what the Wall Street Project is all 
about.

“We have never lost a battle we 
fought,” Rev. Jackson says. “And we 
have never won a battle we did not 
fight.”

Dollars & Sense

Wall Street Project Seeks to Close 
Opportunity Gaps in Business

Malveaux, Continued from page 8.

outside Massachusetts have come 
to Gloucester because they can’t 
find affordable drug treatment 
where they live. Imagine that there 
were such a program for crack ad-
dicts when the inhumane “war on 
drugs” was little more than a war 
on black people. Even as I applaud 
the new empathy toward addicts, I 
mourn the years that so many have 
spent behind bars, denied of the 
kinds of “innovative” treatment op-
tions available in Gloucester.

Irreparable damage was done to 
the African American community, 
especially the inner city community, 
because of the draconian and racist 
“War on Drugs.” Now, because the 
face of addiction has changed, so 
has public policy, and treatment op-
tions are preferred to incarceration 
options. Even as today’s addicts 
are being treated more humanely, 
where is the compassion for the ad-
dicts of two decades ago, many who 
remain incarcerated? President 

Obama’s efforts to pardon nonvio-
lent drug offenders are a step in 
the right direction toward repairing 
individual lives. Is there a step our 
nation might take to repair the lives 
of these individuals and their com-
munities?
Julianne Malveaux is an author, 
economist and Founder of Eco-
nomic Education. Her latest book 
“Are We Better Off? Race, Obama 
and Public Policy” is available to 
order at www.juliannemalveaux.
com.

Rev. Jesse Jackson, Sr., (left) makes remarks during the 18th Annual 
Rainbow Push Wall Street Project Economic Summit as Steve Ballmer 
former CEO of Microsoft and owner of the Los Angeles Clippers looks 
on. (Rainbow PUSH Coalition) 
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CBC PAC Endorses  
Hillary Clinton

By Stacy M. Brown 
NNPA Newswire

While Sen. Bernie Sanders was 
in New York City dining with the 
Rev. Al Sharpton and courting the 
Black vote, Hillary Clinton scored 
a major coup in the nation’s capi-
tal by earning the endorsement of 
the Congressional Black Caucus 
Political Action Committee (CBC 
PAC), an organization that works 
to increase the number of African-
Americans in the U.S. Congress 
and also supports non-Black candi-
dates who champion the interests 
of minorities.

The CBC PAC also promotes 
African-American participation in 
the political process with an empha-
sis on young voters, a group that 
proved pivotal in President Barack 
Obama’s two election victories.

“When we needed someone to 
come and rally the Democrats and 
the Congressional Black Caucus, 
Hillary Clinton has been there,” 
said Congressman Gregory Meeks, 
in announcing the endorsement 
on Thursday morning. “On the is-
sues that are important to our con-
stituents, Hillary Clinton has been 
there.”

The organization, which is com-
prised of 46 powerful congressional 
members, noted that the Democrat-
ic Party and its constituents need 
a nominee with a track record of 
long, deep and varied service to un-
derserved communities as well as a 
Democrat who has embraced diver-
sity, with a detailed understanding 
of today’s world, and experience 
working to heal the global system.

In further outlining their cri-
teria for an endorsement, CBC 

PAC members said they needed 
a Democrat who has put forward 
thoughtful, realistic proposals on 
the fundamental challenges facing 
our nation including health care, 
affordable housing, education, day 
care, women’s rights, infrastruc-
ture, voting rights, gun violence, 
criminal justice reform, foreign af-
fairs, and trade all of which he or 
she must turn into legislation that 
can garner bipartisan support upon 
taking office.

“That Democrat is Hillary Clin-
ton. As someone who consistently 
worked with the Congressional 
Black Caucus as a U.S. senator 
from New York, she supported leg-
islation to ban racial profiling, pros-
ecute hate crimes, and eliminate 
racial disparities in the healthcare 
system,” Meeks said as New York 
Rep. Charlie Rangel, Congressional 
Black Caucus Chair G.K. Butter-
field and others stood by him as he 
made the announcement near the 

Democratic National Committee 
headquarters in Washington, D.C.

Meeks continued: “And she 
stood with us, consistently voting 
to raise the minimum wage, cham-
pioning the Paycheck Fairness Act, 
and helping minority-owned small 
businesses. She’s been our partner 
long term, we believe she’s made a 
difference, and she has helped us 
and helped this country by helping 
elect Democrats across the board.”

One important distinction about 
the endorsement is that it did not 
come from the Congressional Black 
Caucus, that organization’s spokes-
woman Candace Randall said.

However, the endorsement is 
still seen as vital as the candidates 
head to southern states like South 
Carolina, where African-Americans 
play a large role in the primaries.

Sanders, who won the New 
Hampshire primary last week, had 
breakfast with Sharpton in New 
York City at Sylvia’s Restaurant, a 

famous African-American eatery in 
Harlem.

“You can’t go to South Carolina 
and not deal with the Walter Scott 
case, not deal with gun control and 
the ramifications of the Charleston 
Nine,” Sharpton said in reference to 
the high-profile case of an unarmed 
black man being shot and killed by 
a police officer, and the attack on a 
black church last June that left nine 
people dead.

Sharpton said Sanders and Clin-
ton must “earn” the Black vote.

Sanders did secure the nomina-
tion of famed African-American 
actor and activist Harry Belafonte 
who said the Vermont senator of-
fers blacks a chance to declare un-
equivocally that there is a group 
of citizens who have a deep caring 
for where the nation goes. “I would 
suggest to those of you who have 
not yet made up your minds, or 
maybe even some of you who have 
made up your minds, to maybe con-
sider and reconsider what it is that 
Bernie Sanders offers,” said the 
88-year-old Belafonte.

Butterfield, himself a longtime 
activist who is in his second year 
as CBC Chairman, said the na-
tion must have a president who is 
knowledgeable on both domestic 
and foreign policy.

“Black lives are being lost on the 
streets of America because of po-
lice misconduct and gang violence. 
We must have a president that un-
derstands the racial divide,” But-
terfield said. “After considering the 
entire field, there is no question in 
our mind and in our minds that one 
single candidate – one – possesses 
the patience, experience and tem-
perament.”

Spirit, Continued from page 9.

Nutt said. On the other hand, Nutt 
noted that West has demonstrated 
his spiritual beliefs through songs 
like, “Jesus Walks,” and in other 
instances where West uses quotes 
from past Popes.

It’s also not uncommon that the 
African American secular and gos-
pel artistry has merged.

“This definitely isn’t the first 
time that a well known outspoken, 
Christian artist collaborated with 
a secular artist,” said Chayil John-
son, a freshman student at John-
son & Wales University, in Char-

lotte, N.C. and a native of LaPlace, 
La. “Kirk has already done it with 
Bono, Mary J. Blige, and R. Kelly,” 
he said. “If anything, their message 
has grown stronger in their work, 
and they obviously have a strong 
enough faith to where they affect 
other artists for the positive.”

Nutt also agreed, adding that the 
presence of gospel artists allows 
them to present their faith to new 
audiences. It may seem taboo to 
collaborate, but gospel artists have 
not shied away from controversy or 
criticism in the past. “Kelly Price 

is known for crossing over to R & 
B music,” Nutt added. “Also, Kirk 
Franklin calling upon the name of 
the Lord was not coming from a jok-
ing matter. His collaboration with 
them is an expression of faith, hope, 
and commentary with relationship 
with God,” Nutt said.

West’s new song, “Ultralight 
Beam” is a paradox, Nutt added. On 
one hand, a verse by Chance the 
Rapper uses derogatory language. 
On the other hand lyrics by Frank-
lin, Price and even West are uplift-
ing, with the song’s hook, being a 

“saving grace” for the song, Nutt 
said.

West’s collaboration and SNL 
performance, if taken from an ar-
tistic critique, was not intended 
to mock God or Christianity, Nutt 
said. Instead, “Ultralight Beam” 
expressed what was going on in 
West’s mind and the world around 
him. “The lines say, “In my holy 
war, no matter what, I am trying to 
keep my faith,” Nutt said. “This is a 
commentary on something deeper 
and what is going on in his own 
spiritual journey and search.”

The Congressional Black Caucus PAC recently endorsed Democratic 
Presidential Candidate Hillary Clinton. 

DATA CLASSIFIED
Call 504-821-7421 to 

place your classified ad.

Job Opportunity

Freelance 
Writers 
Wanted

Data News Weekly, “The 
People’s Paper, is looking 
for freelence writers to 
join our team print and 
digital team.  We want 
to hear from you if you 

are a working journalist, 
or an aspiring journalist 
who has 2 years or more 

of newspaper or PR 
writing experience.  We 
need writers who can 

cover New Orleans news 
stories, ranging from 

local high school sports, 
community events, City 
Hall and entertainment.  
Experience in print is 

necessary, experience in 
digital and social media 

are encouraged.

Compensation is 
competitive and great 

story ideas will be 
appreciated.  

If you are interested, 
please email your resume 
and 3 writing samples to:  
terrybjones@bellsouth.

net and datanewseditor@
bellsouth.net. 

We can’t wait to 
hear from you!

This space can be 

yours for only $80

Call Now!

504-821-7421
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Domestic violence 
and sexual assault are 
everyone’s issue. It’s time 
we all speak out to 
stop the violence. 
No more excuses. 
No more silence. 
No more violence.


