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The Juneteenth Story Continues

New Orleans Hosts Many Events to Commemorate

New Orleanians commemorate the African slaves who lost their lives during the Transatlantic Slave Trade at an annual Maafa event.

By Renetta Burrell Perry

It’s perhaps the most important date in African
American history - June 19, 1865. On the heels of the
agony and turmoil of the recently fought Civil War

- still historically ranked as the bloodiest American
war - slaves’ lives hung in balance. Though Presi-
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dent Abraham Lincoln had written The Emancipa-
tion Proclamation two years prior, freeing slaves
in 11 states, the document’s vision, power and cre-
dence would take two more years and a Constitu-
tional Amendment to reach full fruition, abolishing
slavery throughout the entire United States.
Juneteenth commemorates the fateful day in June

when the first group of slaves, in Galveston, Texas,
heard the news of their freedom, thus loosening the
literal and figurative chains that had bound them to
the most horrific experience faced by any other race
of people the world-over. The enslavement of African
peoples hauled to the United States via the Middle
Passage and the Transatlantic Slave Trade is fully

Cover Story, Continued on page 4.
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and those who continue to uphold the values
of freedom and justice in our community.
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Anthony Davis Traded as Pelicans Rebuild
with First Round Draft Pick Zion Williamson

By Edwin Buggage

Anthony Davis who has been
the face of the Pelicans for the
past seasons will now join Leb-
ron James as a member of the
Los Angeles Lakers. This ends
what has become a soap opera
around the NBA after he de-
manded to be traded.

The Pelicans who just secured
the overall number one pick in the
NBA Draft will without a doubt se-
lect standout player Zion William-
son, who is being compared to a
young LeBron James.

The City of New Orleans is
abuzz with speculation that the
Pelicans can become a strong
team in the Western Conference
and build a team that can be
competitive with the acquisition
of Williamson along with Lonzo
Ball, Brandon Ingram, Josh Hart
coming over from the Lakers and
multiple draft picks added to a
Pelicans team that already have a

The number one NBA Draft Pick, Zion Williamson is now a

New Orleans Pelican.

great scorer in Dru Holiday.
The team under Coach Alvin
Gentry and new GM David Griffin

is poised to build a winning fran-
chise without Davis. Griffin, as all
know was the GM of the Cleve-

land Cavaliers and help build a
championship team led by Lebron
James. Hopefully, this can be rep-

Former Pelicans’ front man Anthony Davis has joined the Los Angeles Lakers.

licated in New Orleans and bring
an NBA Title to the Crescent City
in the near future.

Cover Story, Continued from page 2.

documented as an atrocity which
invoked generational pain and dis-
parity of epic proportions. No other
race had endured the brutal dehu-
manization and physical and mental
torture that the Africans had, and
there would be centuries more of
brutality, mistreatment, misogyny,
and dehumanization to come.

The Juneteenth
Story & Maafa

Juneteenth, which originated
in Galveston, Texas in 1865, is
observed as the African Ameri-
can Emancipation Day, and is cel-
ebrated around the world during
the month of June. It is the oldest
commemoration of the ending of
slavery in the United States. Maafa,
a Kiswahili word that means “hor-
rific tragedy,” refers to the Middle
Passage or Transatlantic Slave
Trade during which millions of cap-
tives from Africa were separated
from their families and homeland
and brought to the New World un-
der the inhumane system of chat-
tel slavery. Of great significance
to these commemorations is the
year 2019 which connects with
historical events. Three-hundred
years ago this month, the first two
slave ships—I’Aurore and Le Duc
du Maine—arrived in Louisiana

on June 6, 1719, carrying enslaved
Africans from Benin, West Africa.
Four-hundred years ago, in the
year 1619, enslaved Africans ar-
rived at Point Comfort, Virginia.
These are facts that are conspicu-
ously missing from our history
books which is why organizations
like The National Juneteenth Ob-
servance Foundation (NJOF), or-
ganized here in New Orleans in
1994, are emphatic about educating
future generations and keeping an
open dialogue regarding modern
day issues that continue to plague
African-Americans and formulating
solutions to the problems faced by
today’s youth.

John Mosely of NJOF says the
way to continue the Juneteenth
Story and to further emancipate
ourselves as African Americans is
ultimately through the education
of our youth. “We have got to teach
our children who they really are,
and from where they come from
while telling them about the price
that the elders paid for them to be
free,” he says, observing why he
thinks the commemoration pales
in comparison to other celebrations
around the nation, even here in the
City of New Orleans.

He says we as African Americans
continue to carry a stigma stem-

A relief dedicated to emancipated slaves who danced freely on
Sundays at Congo Square.

ming from the disgrace we endured
during slavery and still endure to
this day. He continues to explain
that the lack of national focus sur-
rounding commemorations like
Juneteenth and Maafa are rooted
in America’s deceit and unwilling-
ness to face the facts. For the nation
to embrace Juneteenth and Maafa
commemorations he says, “Ameri-
cawould have to look deeply at itself
and admit that it is not the perfect
country that it professes to be. And
there’s the truth that we as Blacks
and people of color have to face. We

don’t support our own celebrations
such as Juneteenth because we are
ashamed of our own history, so a
lot of us stick our heads in the sand
and support other celebrations like
Jazz Fest, and Mardi Gras, Essence
Fest because we have become pro-
grammed to spend our money with
the other man.”

Speaking of the mentality em-
bedded in us as a result of the ef-
fects slavery has systematically im-
posed upon us, he says, “In a word
we suffer from a lack of unity. The
elders say we are like crabs in a bas-

ket, when we see one of our broth-
ers or sisters going up, we pull him
or her back down.”

New Orleans
Commemorates
Juneteenth and Maafa

The NJOF recently celebrated
its 25th-Year Anniversary in Febru-
ary and it continues in its efforts to
educate and commemorate. NJOF
in unison with Ashe’ Cultural Arts
Center have organized a schedule
of events to commemorate June-
teenth and Maafa.

Ashé partners with the 400 Com-
mission, Congo Square Preserva-
tion Society, and United Culture
Bearers of Louisiana, joining oth-
ers around the country for “Let’s
Talk -The International Day of
Drumming and Healing.” In New
Orleans, on June 19, 2019 from 9:00
AM until 9:00 PM, the sound of
drums and the sacred vibration of
healing prayers, chants and songs
will fill the air. Drumming will start
at North Claiborne at 9:00 AM. Oth-
er locations will be The Donald Har-
rison Senior Museum, Ashé Power
House, Algiers Ferry Landing,
Black Star Books & Caffe, Commu-
nity Book Center, King & Queen

Cover Story, Continued
on page 10.
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NOLA Caribbean Experience

10 Events in 4 Days!
June 20th - 23rd

Data Staff Writers

NOLA Caribbean Festival has
quickly transformed into a regional
destination event with attendees
coming in from 30+ states. The big-
gest single event of the weekend is
the NOLA Caribbean Festival on
Saturday, June 22nd (5:00 p.m. -
10:00 p.m.) and Sunday, June 23rd
(5:00 p.m. - 10:00 p.m.) at Central
City BBQ, 1201 South Rampart
St. The second biggest event is
the Colour Me Krazy Carnival
Parade, complete with Caribbean
Carnival Masquerade Costume
Bands, dancers, Caribbean D]
trucks, and a truly unique paint
VS powder experience. The pa-
rade starts on Saturday, June 22nd
for 4:00 p.m. on Canal St. and ends
at the festival grounds.

The NOLA Caribbean Festival
showcases Caribbean cuisine,
music, dance, and culture while

highlighting New Orleans’ deeply
rooted cultural connections as the
Caribbean’s northern-most city.
In only its third year, the festival
has grown tremendously. 2019
will feature international artists,
bands and DJs on 3 music stages

up an eclectic array of delicious
dishes, deserts and drinks from
all around the Caribbean, includ-
ing vegan/vegetarian options.

In addition to great music, art
and food, the NOLA Caribbean Fest
will have a Kids Corner for all ages
including the Baby Base Camp
from NOLA Family Magazine, Afri-
can drum lessons, and indoor dance
stage featuring salsa and Afrobeat.

General admission tickets are
only $10 or $15 for a 2-day pass.
VIP tickets are only $40 or $70 for
a 2-day pass. Advanced tickets are
available on the website. For ad-
ditional information, updates and
offers, visit NOLA Caribbean Fes-
tival on the following platforms:
Event Web: www.nolacaribbean-
festival.com; Facebook: https://
www.facebook.com/nolacaribbe-
anexperience; Instagram: @nola-
caribbeanexperience

BLUE uoﬁ"’k"";'?f"é'fe Academy
International

Presents

The Legend Of LIONMAN
1000 Beams of Light
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with over 50 vendors.
Featured this year will be
top international talent from

Jamaica, Trinidad and Tobago, sl Rl 5y, _' - GrandMaster Eric O’Neal, Sr.

Cuba, Honduras, Bahamas and o i 12 WA R LIONMAN Foundatt'on;{.f.m:.
. 3 - . I

of course, New Orleans. A slew BLUE LION Karate Academy

of top restaurants will be serving 2 5 4 . R | 9954 Lake Forest Blvd., Suite 5
- : L New Orleans, LA 70127

818-252-9707
504-244-8395

GEO@LUONMANFoundation.org
info@BLUELIONKarate.com

www. LIONMANWorld.com
www. Thelegend OfLIONMAN. com
www BLUELIONKarate.com




Daia News Weekly
Page 6 June 22 - June 28, 2019 D ata Zone www.ladatanews.com

Irene Burrell’'s 85th
Birthday Celebration

By Renetta Perry I
Family and friends came together ll| F JELs) )
last Saturday to celebrate Irene Alex- ¢ \ -

cee Burrell's 85th Birthday at St.
John Institutional Baptist Church’s
Reception Hall. Guests dined on cui-
sine provided by caterer Michelle
Cressey, and enjoyed music from
Leo Jackson and The Melody Clouds.
Mrs. Burrell, a retired educator who
worked in the Orleans Parish School
System for 36 years, credited her lon-
gevity to blessings from God.

Yasmeen Singleton, Dianne
Sands, Calvin Webb and Monique
Matthews with Irene Burrell.

Renetta Perry, Dianne Sands, Monique Leo Jackson, lead singer of The Melody
Matthews, Pedronia Turner with Irene Burrell.  Clouds, serenades Mrs. Burrell.

Pedronia Burrell Turner and Raymond Turner.
Py

Carmen Smith,
Dorothy Wyre and  Renetta Perry and
Ora Singleton. Barbara Twymon.

Brianna Johnson and
Kaylani Irene Perry.

Emory Cheron Perry, Dianne Sands,
Monique Matthews and Adrienne
Singleton enjoy the festivities. Emory Cheron Perry,

pesiree Goodwilland | o1, Lewis, Noelle Lewis and Kaylani Irene Perry,

Donrell Lewis. Emory Perry and
Brianna Johnson

Visit www.ladatanews.com for more photos from these events
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Funk Diva 2020 Vision
Brand Launch

By Renetta Perry

Funk Diva held its 2020
Vision Brand Launch last
Sunday at Miracles Event
Hall. Founder Dr. Bionca
Shy bestowed the honor of
Funk Diva upon local Female
Entrepreneurs and trailblaz-
ers in their respective fields
of expertise and also on the
honorees of The Funk Diva
2020 Vision Calendar Project.
Vendors displayed their prod-

ucts at the event and the panel or. Bi W. Shv hosting th

i i Funk Diva 2020 Vision Launch Panelists (left to right): Elder Michelle Hubbard (Word r. Bionca W. Shy hosting the
ot progressive Dz shar.ed of Life Teaching Ministries); Brandi Charlot (Blucid Floral); Dr. Bionca W. Shy (Funk Diva  Funk Diva 2020 Vision Branch
their success formulas with  Founder); Meggan “GG” Pender (New Orleans Singer/Songwriter) and Arlene Culpepper Launch at Miracles Event Hall
the audience. (MikoDreamz PR). last Sunday.

The scene was elegant at the Funk Diva 2020 Funk Diva merchandise for purchase Deep Roots Healing vendor at Funk
Vision Brand Launch. at the 2020 Vision Brand Launch Diva 2020 Vision Brand Launch.

Father’s Day Fest

Data Staff Writers
Photo credit: City of
New Orleans

First Gentleman Jason
Cantrell came together with
the community to celebrate
NOLA Dads at the city’s Fa-
ther’s Day Fest. The event
took place at Joe Brown Park
last Sunday, and included
food, games, arts and crafts
and what most dads consider
fun - a car show!

A

NETTE
et TR

.Inll”
First Gentleman Jason Cantrell
with Mayor LaToya Cantrell

at Father’s Day Fest, which
took place last Sunday at Joe
Brown Park.

Visit www.ladatanews.com for more photos from these events
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Why is the Insurance Industry Pushing Repeal
of Discrimination Protection?

Marc Morial
President and CEO
National Urban League

“As long as the color of a man’s
skin determines his choice of hous-
ing, no investment in the physical
rebuilding of our cities will free the
men and women living there. ... A
nation that aspires to greatness can-
not be a divided nation-with whites
and Negroes entrenched behind

barriers of mutual suspicion and
fear.” — President Lyndon B. John-
son, letter to Congress, April 1966
Racial discrimination in housing
harms not only families who strug-
gle to find homes, but communities
still plagued by segregation. Hous-
ing segregation reinforces rac-
ism and diminishes us as a nation.
So why is the insurance industry
fighting to tear down one of the
most important tools we have for
preventing discrimination? Under
pressure from the insurance indus-
try, the Department of Housing and
Urban Development is considering
revising its regulation on “disparate
impact” claims in the Fair Housing
Act, the landmark legislation that
bans housing discrimination on the

basis of race and other factors. Oth-
er federal agencies are considering
similar action.

Under the concept of disparate
impact, actions can amount to dis-
crimination if they have an uneven
effect even if that was not the intent.
The Supreme Court affirmed the
principle of disparate impact in its
2015 decision in Texas Department
of Housing and Community Affairs
v. Inclusive Communities Project.
‘Writing for the majority, Justice An-
thony Kennedy said “recognition of
disparate-impact liability under the
FHA also plays a role in uncovering
discriminatory intent: It permits
plaintiffs to counteract unconscious
prejudices and disguised animus
that escape easy classification as

disparate treatment.”

That case revolved around the
tax credits the federal government
provides for developers who build
low-income housing. The Inclu-
sive Communities Project sued
the Texas agency responsible for
administering these tax credits for
allocating too many tax credits “in
predominantly Black inner-city ar-
eas and too few in predominantly
white suburban neighborhoods.”
The policy effectively kept Black
families out of predominantly white
neighborhoods.

But even though the disparate
impact principle is settled law, the
insurance industry continues to
push the Trump Administration to
challenge it.

Economic justice is dependent
upon fair housing. Moving from a
high-poverty neighborhood to a
low-poverty neighborhood raised
incomes, improved college atten-
dance, and reduced teen-age preg-
nancy, a Harvard study found. Zip
code is a better indicator of life
expectancy than genetic code. To
stand in the way of fair housing is to
oppose racial equality itself.

As a civil rights organization
devoted to fair housing for more
than 100 years, the National Urban
League will not tolerate the erosion
of the provisions of the Fair Hous-
ing Act, or the failure of the Depart-
ment of Housing and Urban Devel-
opment to fulfill its duty.

—

By Charles Dickerson
Data News Weekly Contributor

When I look around and see
what is going on with some of our
young people getting involved in

Wh
Put Children First

crime and violence it is something
that distresses me. As a career
educator and mentor, I believe it is
important that we as a community
do more for our young people; es-
pecially our young men.

I have run several programs
aimed at helping both young boys
and girls here in New Orleans and
in Houston Texas. I have seen the
impact of what taking a little bit of
time with a child can do in turning
their lives around and turning a
negative into a positive.

It is something that does not

If you're thinking of finishing your high.'.l diploma, you have more
support than you realize. Find free adult education classes near you
by texting FINISH to 97779 or by visiting FinishYourDiploma.org.

Al

Mentor?

take a lot of time; I am simply ask-
ing adults at every level from par-
ents, to schools, and community
and faith leaders to put children
first. Because this is not happening,
we see the results of neglect every
day in the streets of our city where
many of our young men are com-
mitting crime, being gunned down
or falling through the cracks of so-
ciety. We must decide as a city that
we will not accept mediocrity when
it comes to our children. We must
expect excellence from them and
by our example show them that it

GENERAL

DOLLAR
LITERACY FOUNDAT

is possible. We cannot continue to
make excuses for why our children
fail. I have witnessed as a Science
Teacher seeing my students be-
ing turned around because of the
structure, order and discipline they
receive in my classroom.

Further, it is something I've done
running mentor programs for over a
decade and on the frontline as a par-
ent. It is on this eve of Father’s Day
that I wanted to pen this because 1
believe it is necessary to have a call
to arms to all my brothers to accept
the challenge and become mentors,

and in some cases that only means
being responsible for the kids you
bring into the world.

Step up to the plate because in
many instances the kids who re-
ceive the least amount of invest-
ment and guidance are the ones
that contribute the least to our city.
This must change; we have to do
something about the school to pris-
on pipeline. The one way we can do
this is through mentoring. It is time
for us to come together and contrib-
ute to solutions to the problems that

plague our city.
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Mayor Cantrell Celebrates Renovations
To NORD'’S Bodenger Playground In Algiers

Data Staff Writers

Mayor LaToya Cantrell today
joined other officials and neighbor-
hood leaders to celebrate the nearly
$500,000 worth of renovations to
the New Orleans Recreation De-
velopment (NORD) Commission’s
Bodenger Playground in Algiers’
Real Timbers neighborhood.

“I am just so excited about this
facility coming back, redeveloped
and restored. It truly is a new day in
Algiers,” Mayor Cantrell said.

Renovations to Bodenger Play-
ground include a new basketball
court, a renovated and freshly
painted clubhouse complete with
restroom facilities with motion-
sensor lighting, a new kitchen, new
air-conditioning units, and storage
space. Ongoing improvements
to the baseball field include new
bleachers, dugouts and fencing,
connected walkways and new water
fountains.

The Department of Public Works
also performed drainage improve-
ments, including sidewalk paving,
on one end of the playground.

“The half-million dollars’ worth of
work we've put into Bodenger Play-

T o é - e =~

Mayor LaToya Cantrell, far right, and NORD CEO Larry Barabino, third from left, along with city leaders
cut the ribbon as they introduce the fully renovated Bodenger Playground in the Algiers, Real Timbers

neighborhood.

ground underscores our commit-
ment to add, update, upgrade and
maintain our parks, playgrounds
and recreation facilities across New
Orleans for all of our residents. We
recognize the need to build up our

YOUR SON HAS ASKED
A CALCULUS QUESTION

YOU DON’T
UNDERSTAND

AT ALL

Do you:

(A) Create a diversion.

(B) Look up the answer on your phone but pretend you knew it.

(C) Hire a tutor. For yourself.

When it comes to being a parent, there are no perfect answers - just being there
is enough. So don’t worry, you don’t have to be perfect to be a perfect parent.
There are thousands of teens in foster care who will love you just the same.

A
0 o
\(((‘ cﬂm 'a % AdoptUSKids

888.200.4005 AdoptUSKids.org

facilities in Algiers, and the value
Bodenger Playground brings to
the Real Timbers neighborhood
and surrounding communities,”
said NORD CEO Larry Barabino,
Jr. “We’re excited to provide a

place that can present year-round
athletic programming and recre-
ation for the whole family. Thank
you to the Mayor, NORD Commis-
sioners and Councilmember Gisle-
son Palmer for their leadership in

supporting our kids.”

“I'm excited that Mayor Cantrell
is prioritizing funding to improve
public parks in Algiers, and the
work at Bodenger Playground is an
example of that. For many years,
our parks have been neglected, and
residents have made it loud and
clear they want a renewed focus
on neighborhood parks. I look for-
ward to continuing to partner with
Mayor Cantrell to invest in the Al-
giers community and its parks” said
District C Councilmember Kristin
Gisleson Palmer.

The Bodenger Playground
renovations are part of increased
investments on the Westbank,
according to Deputy CAO for In-
frastructure Ramsey Green — $12
million worth of Joint Infrastruc-
ture Program Projects, one of
which is under construction now
(West Bank Group A Project),
with work in the Memorial Park
neighborhood; and $2.5 million
in bond funds for projects kicking
off this year, including roadwork
on Lawrence Street between Shir-
ley Drive and the dead end at the
park, and on General Meyer Drive
between Ernest and Bacchus.

NEW ORLEANS

NON-STOP HIP HOP + R6B

©

CUMULUS

THE POWER OF RADIO

TO ADVERTISE YOUR BUSINESS, CALL (504) 581-7002

FM 106.1
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New Orleans Mourns
Death of Legendary
Musician “Dr. John”

Legendary Musician “Dr. John”

By Renetta Burrell-Perry

The legendary and colorful
songwriter, producer, collabora-
tor and ingenious musical force
known as Dr. John passed away
on June 6th, from a heart at-
tack according to a statement
released by his family. Born
Malcolm John Rebennack, Jr.,
and raised in the City of New Or-
leans, Dr. John was renowned for
his unique style of Funk Music
which he adopted as a student
of Professor Longhair, Papa Ce-
lestin, Dave Bartholomew, Wal-
ter “Papoose Nelson. Coupled
with his love and respect for the
City’s Voodoo Culture, his sig-
nature style and his gritty voice
earned him a space in music roy-
alty in the City of New Orleans.

Queen of New Orleans Soul,
Irma Thomas said, “Dr. John’s style
was Dr. John’s style. He was a little
bit of everybody, from Professor
Longhair to the young Allen Tous-

saint, to James Booker, to Huey
Smith.” She told WDSU that he
wouldn’t want people to be sad of
his passing, but rather celebrate his
long and storied life.

Dr. John was a six-time Grammy
Award Winner and Rock and Roll
Hall of Fame Inductee who collab-
orated with The Rolling Stones,
Neil Diamond, Carly Simon, B.B.
King and Christina Aguilera, to
name a few. Two of his albums
made The Rolling Stone’s top 500
Albums List, but it was his Allen
Toussaint and The Meters pro-
duced “Right Place Wrong Time,”
that gave him a Top 20 Hit.

“Mac Rebennack, who told us
all to call him ‘Dr. John,” was truly
one-of-a-kind. He was a beautiful
soul, a powerful pianist, and one
of the cultural icons that helped
make New Orleans what it is,” said
Mayor Cantrell of his life. “We say
goodnight to the Nite Tripper, and
goodbye to a unique talent. May he
rest in God’s perfect peace.”

State & Local News

www.ladatanews.com

Einstein Charter Schools
CEO Michael McKenzie

Honors 2019-20 Educators
with Golden Hammer Awards

Einstein High School Principal
Nathan Stockman

Data Staff Writers

The Einstein Charter School
Learning Community celebrated its
top educators and staff with awards
presented by CEO Michael McK-
enzie in an end-of-year ceremony.
CEO McKenzie said these individu-
als “nailed it” and contributed to the
PK-12 School Network in eastern

: o
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Einstein Charter School Quality
Control Analyst Nakeveya
Anthony

New Orleans with student-centric,
teacher-centric, and community-
centric leadership. Among those
honored were Einstein High
School Principal Nathan Stock-
man; Quality Control Analyst Na-
keveya Anthony and Einstein IT
Director Long Nguyen.

Einstein is accepting students
in all grades, PK-12 for its three

Einstein CEO Mike McKenzie (left)
with Award Recipient Einstein
Charter School IT Director Long
Nguyen

campus locations in east New Or-
leans: Sherwood Forest, Sarah T.
Reed (6-12 grades) and Cannes
Street in Village de Lest. For
information:  www.einsteinchar-
terschools.org or apply directly
at the Sherwood Forest campus,
4801 Maid Marion Dr., before
July 3 between 8 a.m. and 4 p.m,;
Phone (504) 324-7459.

Cover Story, Continued from page 4.

Modern day dancers and drummers celebrate in Congo Square,
continuing the tradition of the ancestors.

Emporium, Historic Congo Square
and LeMusée de f.p.c. Dr. Flint D.
Mitchell’s play, The Other Black
History, also a part of the kickoff,
will be on stage at The Ashé Power
House at 7:00 PM.

The Maafa Season culminates
with the 19th Annual Maafa Com-

memoration on Saturday, July 6,
2019 at 7:00 a.m., in Congo Square
within Armstrong Park in New Or-
leans. The community, Essence
Festival goers, and visitors from
around the world are invited to
participate in this sacred ceremony
where we remember our African

ancestors. Independent Scholar
and Author Freddi Williams Evans
is this year’s Grand Griot.

During the Maafa Commemora-
tion, hundreds of people attired in
white clothing come together as
one to pay tribute to those ances-
tors who died during the Middle
Passage, as well as those who
survived. The ceremony includes
multi-denominational words of
healing, ancestral songs, and the
releasing of white peace doves.
This year, we will also memorialize
those enslaved Africans who were
brought to Louisiana on the first
slave ships. Drummers, dancers
and Mardi Gras Indians will then
lead the Maafa Procession from
Congo Square through historic
Tremé and the French Quarter, to
the Mississippi River ending with
the release of flowers in tribute
to the ancestors. Along the way,
brief stops will include the Tomb
of the Unknown Slave (St. Augus-
tine Catholic Church) and historic
markers to the slave trade. Shuttles
will be available to return partici-
pants to Congo Square.

For more information
on events, contact Ashe’
Cultural Arts Center at
(504) 569-9070 or visif
their website af: www.
ashecac.org
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Chevrolet Drives Into Fourth Year of
Fellowship for HBCU Journalism Students

Data Staff Writers

Chevrolet and the National
Newspaper Publishers Association
selected six students from Histori-
cally Black Colleges and Universi-
ties for the 2019 Discover the Un-
expected Journalism Fellowship.
With the help of NNPA editors and
reporters, the fellows will travel
the country to discover and share
positive, inspirational and relevant
stories from African American com-
munities during their eight-week
summer internship.

The 2019 DTU Journalism
Fellows are Tedarius Abrams
(Bethune-Cookman), Tyla Barns
(Hampton University), Elae Hill
(North Carolina A&T), Miana
Massey (Howard  University),
Emani Nichols (Morehouse Col-
lege) and Sharon Joy Washington
(Florida A&M).

Chevrolet will award each DTU
Fellow a $10,000 scholarship and
a $5,000 stipend. The students will
form two teams of three people, and
each team will have access to an all-
new 2019 Chevrolet Blazer during
their reporting assignments.

The Annual DTU Program has
awarded more than $330,000 in
scholarships and stipends since
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DJ Envy: center, left and Fonsworth Bentley: center, right with the six

Discover the Unexpected Fellows who will work in NNPA newsrooms

2015. The program started with
a select number of schools and,
based on the overwhelming re-
sponse, the online submission pro-
cess was opened to all HBCU stu-
dents in their sophomore through
senior years with an interest in
journalism, communications, mass
media or visual arts.

“Our partnership with the NNPA
continues to provide a unique plat-
form to connect with young and
remarkable storytellers,” said Paul
Edwards, U.S. Vice President of

Chevrolet Marketing. “From the in-
augural launch at Howard Universi-
ty to the inclusion of all the HBCUs,
it’s Chevrolet’s pleasure to partner
with members of the African Ameri-
can community, ensuring a legacy
is established for generations to
come. We're thrilled to meet this
year’s group of fellows and immerse
them in all things Chevrolet.”

“The NNPA is excited to partner
with Chevrolet for another year
in support of young journalists to
amplify community voices across

our country,” said NNPA President
and CEO Dr. Benjamin F. Chavis,
Jr. “Having these young journalists
in our newsrooms working side-by-
side with our editors and writers is
inspiring and we are committed to
including young storytellers’ voices
in our reporting.”

The DTU Fellowship takes place
June 6 - August 1, 2019. DTU Fel-
lows will work with the Atlanta
Voice, Chicago Crusader, Houston
Forward Times and The Washing-
ton Informer. The fellows’ journey
begins in Atlanta, where they will
participate in two days of journal-
ism training with Chevrolet and
NNPA leadership before they hit
the road to begin their reporting as-
signments. Their stories will be fea-
tured on the NNPA website (www.
nnpa.org/chevydtu)  throughout
the summer.

Disc Jockey and Music Producer
D] Envy, a co-host of the syndicated
Radio Show “The Breakfast Club,”
will be the program’s national
spokesperson. Musician and Au-
thor Fonzworth Bentley will serve
as the fellows’ Road Trip Advisor.
Both are HBCU alums - DJ Envy
graduated from Virginia’s Hampton
University and Bentley is a More-
house College graduate.
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DATA CLASSIFIED

Call 504-821-7421 to
place your classified ad.

Job Opportunity

Freelance
Writers
Wanted

Data News Weekly, “The
People’s Paper, is looking
for freelence writers to
join our team print and
digital team. We want
to hear from you if you
are a working journalist,
or an aspiring journalist
who has 2 years or more
of newspaper or PR
writing experience. We
need writers who can
cover New Orleans news
stories, ranging from
local high school sports,
community events, City
Hall and entertainment.
Experience in print is
necessary, experience in
digital and social media
are encouraged.

Compensation is
competitive and great
story ideas will be
appreciated.

If you are interested,
please email your resume
and 3 writing samples to:

terrybjones@bellsouth.
net and datanewseditor@
bellsouth.net.

We can’t wait to
hear from you!

TO DATA NEWS WEEKLY
CALL 504-821-7421T0 SUBSCRIBE!
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Head to www.nnpa.org/chevydtu and be there at the beginning.
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